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We will be using this service together on Zoom at 10.30 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

An Opening Prayer 
  
 

  

Lord of glory, 

give us your wisdom 

that we may glorify you through our thinking; 

give us your love 

that we may glorify you as we relate to others; 

give us your strength 

that we may glorify you in all we do in your name, 

and give us your perseverance 

that we may glorify you in trying and difficult times. 

Help us to know how to live, 

that our lives may shine with your glory, 

and that those who encounter us may encounter something of you; 

now and always. 

Amen. 

 

 
  

 

 

Hymn  Christ triumphant, ever reigning 

  

 - a version can be found on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r3EogSdfPU 

 
  

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 

 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

the high renown, the eternal name. 

 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

Power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth: 

 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 

death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified: 

 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love: 

 

So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song: 
 

 

       

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r3EogSdfPU


Asking for God’s forgiveness 
  

When our actions are not loving, 

and we think only of ourselves – 

your name is not glorified. 

Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

When our words bring hurt to others  

and we do not even notice – 

your name is not glorified. 

Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

When the way we live is selfish  

and we find no time for you – 

your name is not glorified. 

Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

When we do not reflect your love – 

your name is not glorified. 

Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

May the God of glory, 

forgive and renew you,  

and let his glory be seen in your lives.   

Amen. 

 

 

A prayer of praise and adoration 

 

God of majesty and might, 

your glory shines throughout the universe:  

from the highest heaven to the deepest sea;  

in all the creatures you have made;  

and in the seasons that shape our living. 

Your glory shines through who you are  

and through what you do. 

To you we offer our worship, our praise and our lives.  

Amen. 

A Collect 

 
Risen and ascended Christ Jesus, 

you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 

help us to seek and serve you, 

that we may join you at the Father’s side, 

where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

A New Testament Reading   Acts 1.6-14 

 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this 

the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It 

is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 

by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had 

said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. 1While he was going and they were gazing up 

towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 

They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they 

had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they 

were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn   He is Lord, he is Lord 

 

 - a version can be found on YouTube 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTbhnTeF4yE 
 

He is Lord, he is Lord. 

He is risen from the dead and he is Lord. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

He is King, he is King. 

He is risen from the dead and he is King. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is King. 

 

He is love, he is love. 

He is risen from the dead and he is love. 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is love. 

 

  

  

A Gospel Reading  John 17.1-11 

 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 

him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 

have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you 

on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 

your presence before the world existed. 

 
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 

the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 

kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me 

is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I 

am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one.’  

 

 

 

A Reflection, from David Blackburn  
 

 

It is finished.  The Lord’s work is done.  Jesus sees the hour of his 

Passion fast approaching, whereby he glorifies the Father and the 

Father glorifies him.  The Cross: through which the Lord is returned 

to that state of glory which he occupied in the beginning: brought 

about by divine grace and human obedience. 

 

So who are these others, waiting together, many days later,  with 

Peter at the centre, in an upper room, who had just witnessed  Jesus 

being taken up into heaven before their very eyes? Their minds must 

have been reeling with the strangeness of the times! 

These are the eleven for whom Jesus had prayed in those hours 

before his death.  They are his disciples, who have been divinely 

drawn together to continue their Lord’s mission to bring life-

changing and life-giving good news to a world that largely does not 

know or recognize or love God. 

 

In many ways they were very unlikely candidates when it came to 

fulfilling such a mammoth task.  Jesus himself knew that they were 

not top grade or highly trained material.  But they were surely called 
to take the truth of God into a world which very largely wanted to 

live by its own rules, and Jesus has great confidence in their ability.  

He prays to the Father that they might live and work in UNITY with 

one another, and in large measure their unity will be their strength. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTbhnTeF4yE


In his prayers before his crucifixion, Jesus calls upon the Father to 

provide everything his disciples will need to do the task efficiently 

and effectively, and he prays that they will do their best to live in the 

real world, even though they are charged not to follow the rules that 

the world gives itself to live by. He doesn’t believe that effective 

ministry can happen if the disciples wrap themselves in cotton wool, 

and retire from the world. Jesus prays for their protection, knowing 

that they will be attacked on every side by the forces of evil because 

of what their mission is. 

 

And so to the disciples who are waiting in an upper room.  They are 

wondering what they have been chosen to do.  They are wondering 

what comes next. 

 

The church of today is in a very similar position.  We are waiting.  

Waiting together.   Wondering what we have been chosen to do.  

Wondering what comes next.  What is God saying to us and asking 

of us in these complex and incomprehensible times?  For the disciples 

in the upper room, everything had suddenly changed.  For us and for 

the church, the same is surely true.  Like them, I believe we have 

been set apart for a special task.  Those disciples in that upper room 

were praying.  Praying must have been hard, but we as a church can 

pray, for one another as individuals and for the world in general.  

And we can pray in unity about what we must do as Christians, in 

order to open up the unsearchable riches of Christ for those who do 

not know them.  Pray also for those who find it hard to access the 

church at the moment, who might be going through a time of great 

spiritual need.  As we watch, wait and pray, we can be sure we shall 

not be on our own.  For as we shall be reminded next Sunday, we 

have a helper, an encourager and a source of holy power. .   

The fire of God. The titanic Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   From heaven you came, helpless babe 

 

 - a version can be found on YouTube 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VeQrWmvCms 

 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

entered our world, your glory veiled;  

not to be served but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

he calls us now to follow him, 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King. 

  

There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

'yet not my will but yours,' he said. 

 

Come, see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

 

So let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other's needs to prefer, 

for it is Christ we're serving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VeQrWmvCms


Intercessions, written and led by Alison Lewis 
 

 

Risen and ascended Lord,  

open our hearts and minds to your Holy Word;  

give us vision to see what can be achieved and how you can be 

glorified when we are united in your love and peace. 

 

In a world of change, clouded with despair and fear;  

Lord give us a spirit of calm and hope. 

May we glorify your name. 

 

In our society, in prosperity and need, in solitude and loneliness,  

may we reach out with generous hands and kind hearts. 

May we glorify your name. 

 

In our communities, among our families and friends,  

may we proclaim your goodness in word and deed. 

May we glorify your name. 

 

Let us take a moment in silence to bring before God all those 

suffering with illness, and particularly those battling 

coronavirus...........Lord may your Holy Spirit breathe life and healing. 
May we glorify your name. 

 

For those who have departed this world,  

we thank you for your promise of eternal life  

and the hope we have in you. 

May we glorify your name. 

 

Almighty God, 

we experience your love day after day in a multitude of ways,  

in the wonder of the heavens and the beauty of the earth;  

in the life, death and resurrection of Christ,  

in the power of your Spirit working deep within us,  

revealing different aspects of who you are.   

We don’t always understand everything,  

yet we trust and rejoice that you are in us and that we belong to you.   

In Jesus name, Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn   The head that once was crowned with thorns 
 

  
 - a version can be found on YouTube 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpzoSWoaSso 

 

The head that once was crowned with thorns 

is crowned with glory now: 

a royal diadem adorns 

the mighty victor's brow. 

 

The highest place that heaven affords 

is his, is his by right, 

the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

and heaven's eternal Light: 

 

The joy of all who dwell above, 

the joy of all below, 

to whom he manifests his love, 

and grants his name to know. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpzoSWoaSso


To them the cross, with all its shame, 

with all its grace, is given: 

their name an everlasting name, 

their joy, the joy of heaven. 

 

They suffer with their Lord below, 

they reign with him above; 

their profit and their joy to know 

the mystery of his love. 

 

The cross he bore is life and health, 

though shame and death to him; 

his people's hope, his people's wealth, 

their everlasting theme. 

 
 

 
 

Closing Prayer and Blessing 
 

God of glory, 

you nourish us with your Word; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit 

that through us the light of your glory 

may shine in all the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

May the Spirit of truth lead us into all truth, 

give us grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

and strengthen us to proclaim the word and works of God; 

and may the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

 
  

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

In the name of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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