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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF BELBROUGHTON, FAIRFIELD AND CLENT

We are an independent, family run firm of Funeral
Directors under the personal attention of Stephen, Sue,
William & Lucy Downing
Based in Hagley, opposite the Free Church, we offer a
complete funeral service. Facilities include a private
Chapel of Rest, help with flowers or printing, Horse
Drawn Hearse and Pre Paid Funeral plans through our
association with Golden Charter.
Home visits are also available on request.
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Letter from Revd Canon Sue Oliver
I was looking for something to prepare the Christmas end of term service with
some of our school pupils………and I found something else!
I found something that had been sent me a long time ago, when I was a
Curate by a former colleague. It was a narrative on a set of pictures of Church
notice boards, photographs of notice boards mostly in America.
Some made me smile. …..
God does not believe in atheists. Therefore atheists do not exist. What a lovely apparently
logical thought!
Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity, says the notice board of Neighbourhood
Christian Center of the Assemblies of God. It makes you wonder whether there was an agenda
there!!
Donelson Baptist Church says: Forgive your enemies – it messes with their heads. I’m not sure
that’s really what Jesus meant!!
Oak Grove Baptist Church says: Walmart (Asda) is not the only saving place. And neither is
Tesco or Sainsbury’s, Morrison’s or Aldi or any other supermarket!
A Catholic Church, St Cyril of Alexandria has a notice saying: Staying in bed shouting Oh God!
does not constitute going to Church.
But one from Claude Presbyterian Church got me really thinking……..
THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS THAT CAN’T BE ANSWERED BY GOOGLE.
And the more I thought about it the more convinced I became that it is when we as individuals
realize the truth that
THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS THAT CAN’T BE ANSWERED BY GOOGLE
that we can turn to Jesus. For example:The new father who says “How can I love so very much, so very suddenly this little baby? How
can he mean so very much to me?”
The grandparent who says “I can’t begin to describe what a joy it is to be with my children’s’
children. How can that be? “
The view of a glorious sunrise or sunset: “How is it that the everyday world can be suddenly so
beautiful, so transformed?”
At the diagnosis of a serious illness: “Why?”
After the death of a loved one: “How can I go on?”
The shame of a long kept secret wrong: “How can I ever put it right and be forgiven?”
The young person leaving home: “Will it be OK? Will I make it? Will I be on my own?”
The winner of a race” How good was that!?”
When it comes to the real highs and lows of life Google is no help.
But Jesus is. Jesus helps us. Jesus is with us.
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HOWARD
YARNOLD
Windows &
Doors Ltd

INDOWS
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By

WINDOWS

The Family Business
manufacturing & installing
to the Standards of Yesteryear
Honesty, Civility & Personal Service throughout
High Security Windows, Doors, Patio Doors & Bi Folding Doors
• UPVC White & Woodgrain Finishes •
• Aluminium 200 Colour Finishes •
• Hardwood Bespoke Oak Framed Sunrooms •
Reg. Fensa No. 10626

Trading under the
same name since 1967

Remove the uncertainty, confusion and risk
Ring Now

Howard Yarnold

01746 781538
www.howardyarnold.co.uk
sales@howardyarnold.co.uk
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Jesus shares our joys; he made and sustains the whole world. He heals our hearts and through
his death and resurrection dealt with the difficulty of sin and wrong for all time. He promises to be
with us at all times…..
There was a final picture of a notice board that said: God so loved the world that he did not send
a committee.
For sure he did not. What he did was send his Son. At Christmastime we celebrate that God so
loved the world that he sent himself in the form of the infant Jesus.
God so loved everyone throughout the whole world, and that includes all of our Holy Cross Group
that he took human form and came to us as the baby Jesus.
Come to our Christmas services and get in the habit of coming week by week…it will be some
time before you get asked to be on a committee! But you will be welcomed, you will be saved,
you will be in the presence of the source of all life’s questions and the answer to them all.
Because Jesus came into the world at Christmas time. God is with us. Thanks be to God.
Prayers and Blessings
Canon Sue
‘THE STRANGEST NIGHT’ – A Shepherd’s Story

The night seemed different, the sky was blacker than usual making the stars seem brighter.
The wind was cold and the sheep were unusually quiet. We huddled near the fire to keep
warm and young Isaac cuddled a weak lamb whilst its mother stuck to him like glue.
Suddenly, an angel appeared in a blaze of radiant light. To say we were terrified is to put it
mildly and we shook with terror, not cold. But the angel spoke to us and told us not to be
afraid. His voice was gentle but firm as he told us of the birth of a Saviour, Christ the Lord,
born in a stable and lying in a manger. Then the sky seemed to split and a huge number of
angels appeared, praising God. It was wonderful! When the angels returned to heaven, we
sat for a few moments collecting our thoughts, and then decided to go into the village to see
for ourselves what we had been told. So we went to Bethlehem, young Isaac still carrying the
little lamb with the old eye padding alongside, bleating softly.
Well, we found this old stable just as the angel had said. We pushed open the door and went
in. There was a glimmer of light from a tiny lamp and what a sight we saw. A slip of a girl
knelt at the side of an old feeding trough, filled with hay. She was gazing at a tiny baby
wrapped in rags, but this baby was not wrinkled like any newborns I had seen. He was
beautiful as he lay there looking at his mother, one tiny hand clutching one of her fingers,
whilst her other hand gently stroked his head. There was an older man standing protectively
over them, looking a little weary and concerned.
We stood there as in a trance, trying to take in the scene – the silence of the animals in their
stalls, their warm bodies steaming in the cold night air. There was a holiness, a serenity in
that small stable, a holy presence. We all knew that what the angel had told us was the truth
and this was the Saviour, Christ the Lord.
After a while, we left them to return to the fields. By this time, people were waking and going
about their business and to everyone we saw, we told them everything that had happened.
Not surprisingly, not everyone believed. After all, why would Almighty God send his angels to
tell about the most exciting event in history to shepherds – ragged, dirty, smelling of sheep
and worse, uneducated. The fact remains, it is true! I will never forget it, and neither will
young Isaac. What a night it was.
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M.A.J.
PLUMBING &
HEATING
Fir Tree Farm, Brook Road,
Fairfield, Bromsgrove B61 9JY

• Central Heating Repairs
• Service & Maintenance
• Landlord Certificates
• General Plumbing
• All Work Fully Guaranteed
• Established 1984
Proprietor: Mark Hutchings
Telephone:
Mobile: 07860 576 835
Email: majplumbing@btinternet.com

1596
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Blog from the next Bishop of Dudley
Martin Gorick, currently Archdeacon and Residentiary Canon in the Diocese
of Oxford has been announced as the next Bishop of Dudley, returning to the
Black Country where he was once Vicar of Smethwick. Here he talks about
his hopes and plans for his new role.
“I’m delighted to be coming to this great diocese and to join with God’s
people as together we seek to live lives of love, compassion, justice and freedom. We’ve got
challenging times ahead, both as a diocese and in our communities, but the Church has a real role to
play in bringing people together and I’m looking forward to working with Bishop John and others to
understand our priorities going forward and how we can best achieve this.
“As Bishop of Dudley I want to inhabit the diocesan Kingdom People values. I hope to be a leader in
mission whilst encouraging every member of our congregations across Worcestershire and Dudley to
live out our common faith in Jesus – not just in church, but at home, and work, at school and
everywhere in between. I’ve always enjoyed the Church of England’s connections with people and
places outside the church, and in Oxford I oversee and supports the work of over 100 chaplains in
prisons, schools, colleges, military bases and hospitals.
“I have spent over 24 years in parish ministry and treasure the calling of the Church of England to be
there for everyone. Parish clergy have the cure of souls for all in their parish – not just those who
choose to come to church. I’ve been a vicar of an inner urban parish as well as of churches in market
towns and rural villages. I do understand the challenges and the joys of parish ministry and, as a
bishop, I hope to be an effective servant of the servants of God in all our parishes.
“Over the last six years I have held strategic responsibility for growing new congregations of all shapes
and sizes across the three counties that make up the Diocese of Oxford, overseeing an ambitious
£5million SDF bid to enable church revitalisation and planting, fresh expressions of church and
pioneering ministry in major new housing areas. I look forward to bringing some of that experience to
bear in the Diocese of Worcester too. During my first year, my personal priorities will be to listen, learn,
love and when appropriate, to lead.I look forward to visiting every deanery, to listen to churches and
communities, to learn how I can best make a difference, to share in the love of God and of neighbour
and to discover what kind of leadership you most need from a Bishop of Dudley at this time. I look
forward to meeting Rural Deans and Lay Chairs, clergy and laity and seeing something of the life and
witness of the Church in the Diocese.
“In the Borough of Dudley, I’m looking forward to working not only with clergy and people of the
churches, but also getting to know the other faith and community leaders to see how we can best work
together for the common good. I have had longstanding experience of interfaith work – as a student I
formed a study group for Hindu-Christian dialogue and travelled in India. I have studied at the Oxford
Centre for Islamic Studies and at a practical level engaged extensively with the Muslim and Sikh
communities while I was Vicar of Smethwick and also when serving in Coventry Diocese and currently
in Oxford where I am the Diocesan Interfaith Adviser. I was pleased to see the Mayor of the West
Midlands recently recognising the value of the faith communities across Birmingham and the Black
Country and it will be crucial that we all work together in the years ahead for the good of every citizen.”
Martin will be consecrated as a Bishop on 28 January and will start work in the Diocese at the end of
February. He is married to Katharine, who is County Lead for Visual Impairment in Oxfordshire and
they have three grown up children. In his spare time Martin enjoys walking, gardening, travelling,
birdwatching and wildlife generally – he is also a fan of all sport, especially football and supports
Liverpool and Notts County.
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Established over 20 years ago
Professionally trained and insured operator
Latest cleaning system with fast drying time
Hard floor cleaning also available
High gloss floor shine application
Scotchguard and Allergy shield
FLOOD EXTRACTION WITH 24 HR CALL OUT

For further details and a quotation please
contact your local supplier, Terry:

01562 730410
07866 462454
info@devilishlygood.co.uk
www.devilishlygood.co.uk

GET PLASTERED
with

DAVE MOORE

Professional Tree Surgery
NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured

Over 40 years in the trade
No Job Too Small

01384 353 592

or 07715 093 944

• Tree Felling
• Hedge Cutting
• Reducing & Re-shaping
• Pruning
• 24-hour Emergency Call-out
For Advice or Free Estimates

Tel: 01527 882505
Mob: 07810 618042
1 Orchard Villas, Bournheath Road,
Fairfield, Bromsgrove B61 9HN
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A Christmas message from the Very Revd Peter Atkinson

In many churches and cathedrals, people are invited to light candles and to write down their
prayers. Often children do this, and often they are thoughtful and thought-provoking. Here is
one I read some time ago. It simply said, “Dear God, everyone misses you”.
Now I don’t know what passed through that child’s mind as he or she wrote those words. Were
they just the sort of words you write on a holiday postcard to a much-loved grandparent, or on
a get-well card to a poorly aunt: an affectionate phrase that seemed the right sort of message
to send to God? Or was there more to it than that? Whatever that child had in mind, I think
those words bear thinking about. “Dear God, everyone misses you”.
The Christmas story is the story of the God who is missed. For centuries, the prophets had
foretold the coming of the Saviour, but when he came how few noticed it! How many doors
were closed against him? Our failure to recognise the Christ when he comes is a theme that
runs through the gospels, in the stories of his infancy, his ministry, his suffering and death, and
his resurrection. Everyone, or almost everyone, “misses God”.
But the words have another way of being read. “Everyone misses you”: that is, everyone would
love you to be here, everyone longs for you; there is in every human heart a deep yearning for
God, a desire for the meaning and purpose and peace of mind that God alone can give.
“Everyone misses you”.
And the message of Christmas is that God acted decisively to meet this human need for him.
God has drawn near, God has made his home with us: “the Word”, says St John, “was made
flesh and dwelt among us”. The God whom all the ages have longed for has come to us at last.
And the message of Christmas, and of Christianity, is not of the rumour of some far distant
God, but of God who has made himself one with us: in the person of his blessed Son he has
shared our birth, and our life, and our death; and in his resurrection he points us to the life
which lies beyond this life and lifts us into the gracious presence of the Father. “Dear God,
everyone misses you”. “Dear child”, says God, “but you have come home to me and I have
come home to you”.
Yea, Lord, we greet thee
Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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S. BRIGHT & SON MEMORIALS
(Established 1951)

Quality New Memorials
Added Inscriptions, Restorations
59 Crabtree Lane, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 8NY

01527 873779
mail@sbrightmemorials.com
www.sbrightmemorials.com

DOMESTIC RESCUE
Household Repairs
Plumbing Repairs – Bathrooms Installed – Electrical Repairs
Gutters Cleaned & Replaced

O.A.P. Discount – Free Estimates

Tel: 01562 720800 – 07946 378647
8 The Greenway Hagley Worcs. DY9 0LT

24 Church Avenue
Clent DY9 9QT
Phone – 01562 731246
Mobile – 07972 762270
Email – clentcarpets@btinternet.com
All types of floor coverings supplied,
Or supplied and fitted

Beautiful floors, even better prices!
A choose from home service, with all types of work carried out.
A wide selection of products to choose from to suit ALL budgets, big or small!
Give us a call, we can pop round and measure up to give you a quote, or if you’ve already
had a quote elsewhere, we’ll do our best to beat it.

COMMERCIAL FLOORING WORK ALSO CARRIED
OUT
Phone/Fax – 01562 731246. Mobile – 07972 762270
Email –clentcarpets@yahoo.com
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Canon Susan Oliver
sends her good wishes and every blessing
to Parishioners
for Christmas and the New Year
Parish churches
Please note that, in future, ALL weddings and baptisms must be booked,
in person, at the Parish Office, Belbroughton, during the following hours:
Mon-Weds 9am-12am

May we take this opportunity to say a HUGE THANK YOU!
to all the parish magazine distributors who,
come rain or shine,
deliver our Parish Magazine to our subscribers.
Have a wonderful Christmas!
Able Community Care is a Norfolk home care company which was established in 1980 and now
provides care 24/7 throughout the UK and beyond.
We continually read news/articles flagging up the activities of Doorstep Criminals: -fraudulent
roofers, gardeners, service officials and other non-genuine visitors who target older people. Over
the years we have also had first-hand evidence from our own clients and carers.
As a company we have decided to see if we can help prevent this on a small scale and so we have
had the attached Door Safety Sticker printed to give away to older people. To date we have sent
out 35,000 since February this year and if may like to have one, please either ring us on 01603
764567 or email to info@ablecommunitycare.com.
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It is our aim to provide a range of good quality
self-storage facilities at a reasonable price with a minimum rental
period of one month. Central village location
Please see our web site for more information.
www.belbroughtonstorage.co.uk
or call us on 01562

730874

(calls will be answered Clarkson Controls)

Simply Massage
Clare Callow
Individual, tailored massage to help promote
well-being and whole body awareness
MTI approved | CNHC registered
cecallow73@gmail.com | 07789 641709
Help your body and mind unwind
Reduce stress, anxiety and depression
Soothe tired, stiff muscles or simply treat your
body to some well-earned pampering
Restore natural wellbeing and bring awareness
back to your body

Relax … unwind … and enjoy
To book, please contact myself by phone or email
Freemans Field Farm, Hockley Brook Lane
Belbroughton DY9 0AB

www.simplymassage.uk
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NEWS

Animal Sanctuary And Protection
Annual Carol Service on the Village Green
Sunday 15th December at 4pm
Bring a torch to read the words!
Come and meet the new additions to ASAP
The ponies are busy learning their words as it’s their first service.
Everyone welcome, listen to the children singing

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
CHRISTMAS WASTE & RECYCLING COLLECTION 2019

Normal Collection Day
Tuesday 24th December
Wednesday 25th December
Thursday 26th December
Friday 27th December
Wednesday 1st January

Revised Collection Day
NO CHANGE
Monday 23rd December
Saturday 28th December
NO CHANGE
Monday 30th December
Presents for Christmas

Every year the Worcestershire Mothers’ Union provides presents for children who are visiting
their father in prison at Christmas. We try to provide suitable new, not secondhand, gifts for
all ages, but presents for teenage children are particularly appreciated as we receive far fewer
of those.
However, if you would like to give a gift this year a present for a child of any age would be
most welcome.
Please leave presents at the Church Office in Belbroughton or ring Anne Harris on 01562
730254 if you would like us to collect your gift.
And thank you so much to all the people who have given in the last few years – the children
are delighted and their mothers very often tell us how wonderful it is that other families are
thinking of them at this time of year.
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Stockbroking Service

neal.stevens@wcgplc.co. uk

Walker Crips Stockbrokers Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registration Number: 226344. Registered Office: Finsbury Tower, 103-105 Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8LZ
Registered in England and Wales with registered number 4774117

CONTROL

We control:
Insects Rodents
Mammals Birds
Electronic fly killers
Supplied & fitted

Mobile: 07890 048 362

MANAGEMENT

All work guaranteed
No call out charge
Discount for O.A.P.’s
Free survey and quotation
Office:

www.wyreforestpestcontrol.co.uk

A.Pullen
MEMORIALS
Additional Inscriptions & Renovations
All Work is to the Highest Standard
Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Rd, Burcot,
Bromsgrove B60 1BH

(01527) 876 200

Mobile: 07710 976 744

01562 747 210
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NEWS
USED POSTAGE STAMPS

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING
Belbroughton Church Hall
Friday 14th December
10am to noon
(normally second Friday of the month)
In aid of Holy Trinity Church, Belbroughton
EGGS
Did you know that Christine at the office sells
duck eggs raise funds for the church office?
Only £1 for half a dozen.
Pop by one morning!

One more plea for your used
postage stamps for the Primrose
Hospice,
to help raise its much needed funds.
This is the time of year when most of
us have some Christmas Mail,
so please can you either let me
have your stamps,
or leave them at the back of either
Church/ give to church office for
collection.
Thank you and Happy Christmas!
Margaret Must

Planning a wedding
For 2020 / 2021 ?
Then you might like to discuss the
possibility of getting married in
one of our ancient and beautiful
parish churches.
If so, please call the Church
Office on 01562 730777 MonWeds 9-12 and we will be
pleased to help you

BIBLE STUDY
Bible study is held weekly at
Belbroughton Church Office, at
7.30pm on Tuesdays.
When the office is not available, it
is sometimes held on other days.
Contact Pat Weston or the church
office for details.

Janice Boswell MBE
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Clent
Clent
Parish
Parish
Hall
Hall
Spacious Hall with Good Sized Stage
Bookings and Details phone
Quality Dance Floor and Piano
James or Tricia on 01562 730381
Well-equipped Modern Kitchen
Disabled Access and Toilet
Daytime and Evenings
Large Rear Car Park and Lawn Area
Booking available
Capacity for 120+
Projector Screen
Ideal, Convenient Venue for Wedding Celebrations – Parties – Dances – Meeting – Craft Fairs, etc

Licensed for Public Entertainment

&
Elite Stoves
•

•

Prompt, reliable & friendly service
• Cowls and Chimney Pots fitted
• Fully qualified and fully insured
Guild certificates issued after every sweep
• Stove/Log burner installations
• Chimney lining
• HETAS Approved Installer

Call Eddie

Carpet,
Upholstery and
Leather Cleaning
•
•
•

•

• Rapid drying
Using a multi-stage cleaning process
to achieve outstanding results
A local, polite & professional service
Trained by and a proud member of
the NCCA
Woolsafe certified approved operator

Tel: 07712 220671 / 01562 611100

Contact

www.elitesweeps.co.uk

Steve Birch Cleaning
01562 754 750 / 07815 771 345
www.stevebirchcleaning.co.uk
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PARISH REGISTER

HOLY TRINITY, BELBROUGHTON
Wedding:
1st November 2019

James Edwards & Daniele Pereira
ST LEONARD’S, CLENT

Cremation at Stourbridge Crematorium:
22nd October 2019
Brenda June Skitt

Aged 81

Funeral & Burial:
24th October 2019

Dora Violet Holyhead

Aged 100

Baptism:
20th October 2019

Hattie Rose Houlston

BELLS
The muffles have been put on and taken off as Remembrance Sunday comes and goes.
Whoever thought of the bell arrangement when they were rehung in 1971 had no thought as
to maintenance. To get at bells one and two one has to lower oneself onto the headstock of
bell one and climb down the frame, reversing it to get back up which requires good grip and
joint mobility. Bells three and six seem normal, just going down a ladder but bell five requires
climbing round the frame using the tower walls for support, lowering oneself using the
headstock of bell three and the frame down the far side of bell three and squeezing between
the wheel of bell three and the wall to get at it. Bell four is hung over bell five so to put the
muffle on one climbs the frame around bell five and balances. Obviously this has to be
reversed to get out and done twice – once to put the muffles on and once to take them off.
Thank heavens it’s only once a year.
Christmas is approaching and just for once I will be away but hopefully the bells will ring out
for the nativity service on Christmas Eve +/- the midnight service. We don’t ring on Christmas
Day as it is a very short, informal service. Practices are a bit hit and miss depending (mind
you they can be normally), we don’t normally practice between Christmas and New Year
though hopefully will ring the New Year in as normal. The 23rd December you’ll have to listen
out to see if we’re ringing or not
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Rosie Marshall
Tower Captain
Belbroughton
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Belbroughton Church Hall
DY9 9TE
This mediaeval timber-framed building has been carefully
restored and provides a delightful setting for all occasions –
Wedding Celebrations – Parties – Dances – Meetings –
Exhibitions – Antique Shows – Craft Fairs – Jumble Sales
Facilities include:
• Fully Equipped Modern Kitchen
• Bar Area
• Projection Screen
• Speaker’s Lectern
• Public Address System
• Disabled Access
• Licensed for Public Entertainment, Piano, Dance Floor, Modular Stage
For Details & Bookings, please contact Diane Ash at belbroughtonchurchhall@gmail.com

Local I.T. Expert
Paul Postin is
Available Now to
Help with ….
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Slow PC’s and Laptops
Virus, Spyware and Malware Removal
PC and Laptop Repair and Upgrades
Printers and other device issues
I.T. Training
New PC and Laptop Setup
WiFi, Routers and Networking
General Technical help and advice
Tablet, Mobile and Email Support
Data Recovery

Fully certified by Microsoft, Cisco, Comptia and
more!
Over 20 years’ experience in all things I.T.
Please call 07869 603822 or email
paul@postin.co.uk for a professional, friendly
and affordable service.
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READINGS FOR ALL THE CHURCHES
THIS MONTH
Sunday December 1st
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2.1-5
Romans 13.11-14
122
Matthew 24.36-44

(Purple)

Sunday December 8th
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11.1-10
Romans 15.4-13
72.1-7,18-19
Matthew 3.1-12

(Purple)

Sunday December 15th
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35.1-10
James 5.7-10
146.4-10
Matthew 11.2-11

(Purple)

Sunday December 22nd
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

4th Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7.10-16
Romans 1.1-7
80.1-8.18-20
Matthew 1.18-25

(Purple)

Tuesday December 24th
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Christmas Eve
2 Samuel 7.1-5,8-11,16
Acts 13.16-26
89.2.20-27
Luke 1.67-79

(Purple)

Wednesday December 25th
Christmas Day
First Reading
Isaiah 9.2-7
Second Reading
Titus 2.11-14
Psalm
96
Gospel
Luke 2.1-14 (15-20)

(Gold/White)

Sunday December 29th
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

(White)

1st Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 63.7-9
Hebrews 2.10-18
148
Matthew 2.13-23
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J.T. Brookes & Co.
Independent
Family Funeral Directors
2 Eton Walk Hagley 01562 884160 www.clentdentist.com

Clent Dental Care

We Premier
are an independent,
family
run firm
of Funeral you’re worth it
dental
care
–
because
Directors under the personal attention of Stephen, Sue,
Our highly
experienced
and dedicated team can provide you …
William
& Lucy Downing

…

White Filling prices from £68, Children’s fillings from £12
Ground floor easy access
Based in Hagley, opposite
theevery
Freevisit
Church, we offer a
Same dentist
Tooth Whitening
offer £199
complete funeral service.
Facilities
include a private
Crowns, bridges, veneers
Chapel of Rest,
help with flowers or printing. Horse
Orthodontics – tooth straightening for adults or children
Drawn Hearse
and Preappliances;
Paid Funeral
plans
through
Clear/white
obtain fast
perfect
resultsour
with no tooth
extractions!
Root
canal
treatment
association with Golden Charter.
Quality natural looking dentures
HomeExperienced
Visits are also available on request.
Hygienist Smile
makeovers
Tooth Implants – replace teeth permanently
Occlusal treatment – curing headaches, neck pain, tinnitus, tooth
sensitivity No waiting, tailored appointments to suit you
Smooth wrinkles and lines using radiofrequency facials or Bo-Tox/filler treatments
Plasma facial (vampire face lift) to rejuvenate your face, neck, décolletage and hands hence
Part of N.E.Downing (Blackheath) Ltd.
look years younger

Tel: 01562 888041

24hr Service

76, Worcester Road, Hagley. DY9 0NJ

Dr
N W Turner B.D.S – 37 years
experience
www.nedowning.co.uk
info@nedowning.co.uk
www.nedowning.co.uk
info@nedowning.co.uk

Traditional dance floor
Large stage with stage curtains
Suitable for all types of functions
Kitchen and bar area
Licensed for public entertainment
Committee room
Car Parking on site
Baby changing unit in disabled toilet

Booking: Andrew Billau on 07762 749943
Email: fairfieldvillagehall@outlook.com

The Parish News

December 2019

KITCHEN CORNER
SMOKED HADDOCK & LEEK RISOTTO
Ingredients:
Small knob of butter
1 large leek, thinly sliced
300g risotto rice (arborio or carnaroli)
700ml fish or vegetable stock
250ml full fat milk
375g undyed smoked haddock, skinned, chunks
3 tbsp crème fraiche
100g baby spinach
Method:
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan. Heat the butter in a large ovenproof dish over a medium heat. Cook the
leek for 4-5 mins, stirring regularly, until just tender. Add the rice and stir for a further 2 mins.
Add the stock and milk, bring to the boil and bubble for 5 mins before sitting the haddock on top.
Cover with a lid or foil and bake in the oven for 18 mins until the rice is tender.
Fold in the crème fraiche and spinach, season with plenty of black pepper, then cover the pan again
and leave the rest out of the oven for 3 mins before serving – the steam will soften the spinach.
Do you have a recipe to share? If so, please send it along to the Editor

Dear Parish News Reader
Thank you for reading/subscribing to this magazine. We hope you enjoy it.
We are pleased to say that the cost for the magazine will stay the same in 2020. The cost of postal
subscriptions are, unfortunately, out of our control as the cost of posting a single magazine is now
£1.37 through the Post Office.
Please think about subscribing to this magazine if you do not do so already. It is a great help to us to
know how many regular readers we have and you can have one delivered direct to your door by our
amazing, willing volunteers, if we have one in your immediate area. And if you feel you can become
one of our volunteers delivering in the area, please do get in touch.
If you would like to become a subscriber in 2020, please email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
Finally, whilst we hope you will agree that this magazine is always full of interesting articles, news
and information, it is not always easy to fill its pages, so I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the regular contributors and welcome new contributions from readers who may have thoughts,
information, memories or experiences they would like to share. We would love to hear from you.
Please let the editor have any contributions.
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
The Editor
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We also host all of the following regular clubs – there’s something for everyone!
Dog & puppy training 
Bridge Club 
Rhythm Time Music sessions 
Indoor Bowling 
Self defence classes 
Keep Fit 
Scorpion Kick Boxing 
Lingo Bugs French classes 

Reddi Pest
Pest Control & Pest Prevention
Established 1995
Rats
Mice
Squirrels
Moles
Mink
Rabbits
Wasps
No Hidden Costs
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Cluster Flies
Bees
Pigeons
Bird Proofing
Rodent Proofing

Call: 01527 584213
Web: www.reddipest.co.uk
Email: reddipest@googlemail.com
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BELBROUGHTON VILLAGE NEWS
BELBROUGHTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Founded 1961

Affiliated to The RHS

Chairman Mr Alan Starling 07858 576532
Secretary Mrs Gill Barber (01562) 730983
Email bhs@epsilon9.co.uk

December Meeting
Belbroughton Church Hall
Friday 13th of December 2019 7:00pm for 7:30pm Start
Christmas Supper
Tickets £12.00
Our December meeting is our annual Christmas supper. This is the second of our social evenings
where we enjoy chicken or beef casserole meal then we will relax and be entertained with live
music to see in the festive season and to bring our 2019 programme to an end. Tickets are
available from the events secretary, please let us know if you would prefer chicken, beef or
vegetarian.
The committee and members of Belbroughton Horticultural Society wish every one a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Hope to see you all in 2020
DECEMBER IN THE GARDEN
As we approach the shortest day of the year in December you will need work to keep you warm
outside, such as digging and tree pruning. Check your winter protection and if you have a
greenhouse make sure the heater is working. Hopefully there are not too many jobs left to do this
year so you will have time for some fireside garden planning.
1. Check your winter protection structures are still securely in place
2. Check that greenhouse heaters are working
3. Insulate outdoor taps and prevent ponds from freezing
4. Prune open-grown apples and pears
5. Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding
6. Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops
7. Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be planted and transplanted
8. Take hardwood cuttings
9. Keep mice away from stored produce
10. Reduce watering of houseplants
© www.rhs.org.uk
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The Foresters Nursing Home
Walton Pool Lane
Clent
Stourbridge
DY9 9RP
The Foresters is a professionally managed, yet friendly, Nursing Home
offering first class nursing care in a luxurious setting.
Nestling amid 6 acres of beautiful scenic views, we aim to keep a
homely atmosphere along with excellent care and consideration for our
residents’ personal and emotional needs.
•
•
•
•

Private Single En-Suite Rooms
Experienced caring staff
Home cooked food
Entertainment

For further information telephone Carol McKay-Stewart,
Home Manager on 01562 883068
Discover

HagleyEyecare

Beechcroft
NURSERIES & GARDEN CENTRE

An Independent Family Business at
41 The Old Woodyard, Hagley Hall,
Hagley, DY9 9LQ
Eye Examinations
Contact Lens Clinic
Single Vision Glasses from £39.00

Other opticians’ prescriptions
welcome.
Over 1000 frames on display;
designer and budget

-

Probably the widest range of plants in the
Midlands – huge range of
Seasonal plants, trees and shrubs, raised in our
Own nursery for superb quality
Many unusual and ‘hard to find’ plants
Well stocked garden and gift shop
TEL: 01562 710358
Email: mail@beechcroft.com

Free NHS Spectacles
Free NHS Sight Tests
Private Sight Tests £22.50
Easy Parking
Home Visits Available

FAX: 01562 710507

Madeley Road, Madeley Heath,
Belbroughton,
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 9XA
-

www.hagleyeyecarestudio.co.uk

Tel: 01562 887138

The Nursery with the GROW HOW!

Just 4 minutes from M5 Junction 4
www.beechcroft.com

-

we sell & exchange National Garden Gift Vouchers
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Friends For
Lunch
Belbroughton Church Hall
Church Road
DY9 9TE

Last Tuesday of the Month
12-2pm
Join friends for a couple of hours of good company, conversation and a
delicious light lunch- including tea, biscuits & homemade cakes.
Activities include quizzes, days out & guest speakers & we love to hear
your own ideas.
Members £5 per visit
Non Members £6.50 per visit
Annual Membership Fee £2
Call, Text or Email to book your place & let us know of any dietary or
access requirements
Contact’s
Tracey 07977 170038
Jo 07890 269696
Sharon 07747 097633
Diane belbroughtonchurchhall@gmail.com
If you are a little less mobile, please contact us and we can help

12

Clent Community & Social Club
Clent Community & Social Club is a great place to visit so why not hold your family
occasion or business event in our newly refurbished Smout’s Lounge; business meetings,
funeral wakes, christenings, parties – we can also cater for any buffet requirements.
We have teamed up with Fever Tree
to produce a bespoke gin menu for
our members together with a large
selection of popular gins
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Real Ales & Ciders
Large selection of flavoured Gins
Fresh cobs & snacks
Live Entertainment on Saturday nights
Quiz Nights
Large TV’s showing all the latest sporting events
Function room available for hire
Beer garden with beautiful views
Dogs are welcome but must be on a lead at all times

If you have an upcoming event and need more details please call after 4:30pm Monday – Thursday
Club is open all day from 12 noon Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Pool Furlong
Clent
DY9 9RE

Tel:
01562 730279
Email: enquiries@clentclub.com
Website: www.clentclub.com
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Belbroughton Scythe Fund
A big thank you to all the people that joined us for our Quiz night in October.
Mickey Mouse found himself a new Home!!
We are hopefully going to have another one next summer,
it will give some of us the chance to read up and learn more facts!!!!
Thank you also to Andrew our Quiz master,
He is the one to blame if you couldn't answer all the questions!!
Thank you to the Club for the use of the room.
A date for your diaries
Saturday February 22nd, at Belbroughton Church Hall
Crossing the Rhine with the TRENCH RAIDERS
As many of you will know , next year sees the 75th anniversary of VE Day
After the success of the two previous events with the Trench Raiders
they have agreed to perform for us again.
I will give more details next month,
Come along for an evening full of nostalgia and humour.
Belbroughton Village celebrations
To mark the 75th anniversary of VE day
Preparations are well underway to commemorate this event.
A parade through the village
Picnics and games on the Rec field, Music in the evening
Anyone interested in helping , do have a word with Rachel in the Deli.
To raise funds for this there will be a
COMEDY EVENING with dinner
In Ye Olde Horseshoe
ON THURSDAY 12TH MARCH 2020
First come, first served as we know
there will be a big demand on tickets.
See Rachel in the Deli
13

Planning a wedding for
2019 / 2020?
Then you might like to discuss the possibility of getting married in one of our ancient and beautiful parish
Churches
If so, please call the Church Office on
01562 730777
We will be pleased to help you!
In addition to the stunning and historic location of our Churches in the Parish of Belbroughton, Fairfield, Clent,
Churchill, Blakedown & Broome,
we will work hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion
Weincan
a choir,
bells, etc of bespoke outdoor
Evenfield specialises
theprovide
design
and organ,
construction

areas
Offering landscaping & ground maintenance services across the West
Midlands and further afield
Landscape Design & Construction
Fencing & Gates
Groundwork Services
Ground Maintenance & Treework

T: 01384 872839
M: 07972 364 578
www.evenfield.co.uk
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BELBROUGHTON HISTORY SOCIETY
The Owl, the Pussy Cat and Mr Lear, King of the Nonsense Rhyme and Loopy Limerick
Belbroughton Church Hall, Saturday 11 January, 19.00 for 19.30
Book now for our ever popular Twelfth Night celebration (well 12th–ish)!
Leave this weary, workaday world behind and indulge in some literary nonsense with Mr Edward Lear,
courtesy of theatre group ‘Don’t go into the Cellar’.
Allow Mr Lear to entertain you with tall tales about his life and times, the people, flora and fauna he
encountered along the way and his own inimitable philosophy of life. Oh, and a certain owl and a
particular pussy cat are both guaranteed!
Bar

Fish/chicken/veggie option and chips

Tickets £16 (£18 after 31 Dec): belbroughtonhistory@gmail.com or 01562 730050

BELBROUGHTON CHURCH HALL
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular weekly activity ? 🤔 –
Belbroughton Church Hall has availability on Monday Morning and Thursday Evening.
Email Di Ash at Belbroughtonchurchhall@gmail.com for more information

Push the Button – It could Save a Life
POSH JUMBLE
A massive THANK YOU to all our Volunteers &
Supporters - Lesley Senter’s annual Posh Jumble
has raised almost £900 towards the much needed
major refurbishment of our lovely Church Hall
14
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BELBROUGHTON HISTORY SOCIETY – FROM THE ARCHIVES
Belbroughton History Society: From the Archives
I am sure that everyone in Belbroughton knows that our lovely Church Hall was once a tithe barn.
Avid readers of the Parish News and those who attended Jill Edwards’s excellent centenary
exhibition in 2015 will also know that it was saved from demolition in 1912. But do you know just
how close it was to suffering that fate? We have in our archives a copy of a document dated 6 June
1911 from the Bishop of Worcester to the Reverend Selwyn Montagu Cook MA, Rector of the
Parish Church of Belbroughton giving the go ahead for the demolition:
Whereas you have represented unto us that there are belonging to the Benefice of
Belbroughton … adjoining to the [Rectory] certain old buildings namely a Barn (formerly used
as a Tithe Barn) and Piggeries … and that the maintenance of the said Barn and Piggeries in
repair would be a constant source of expense and that they are unnecessary and in the
opinion of the [Diocesan] Surveyor it would be a needless expense to repair and maintain
them …
And whereas you have applied to us to authorise the removal of the said buildings …
And whereas the Patrons of the said Benefice have consented thereto
Now We the Bishop … authorize and impower you to take down and remove the said
buildings.
However, it seems that Rector Selwyn Montagu Cook had a last minute change of mind because
the Parish Magazine of January 1912 includes the following article (presumably written by him):
Church Hall: We look forward before very long to be able to supply a very great need in the
parish of having a Church Hall large enough for a big meeting, and yet capable of divisions
for small meetings and committees. Beyond the Workman’s Club, which meets the needs of
men and to which the proposed Hall is in no sense a rival, there is no adequate
accommodation on a larger scale for the social and recreative life of the parish.
Consequently I have under consideration, as part of our “Extension and Improvements
Scheme,” the conversion of the old tithe barn, which is now on the Rectory property, into the
Church Hall, if the Finance Committee are prepared to support me. At the time of writing I
am waiting for the report on the building and the approximate cost of the work from an
architect from the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. What I should propose to
do, with the consent of the Bishop and Patrons, would be to make over the site and building
by a Deed of Conveyance to the Diocesan Trustees, thus freeing my successors from any
expense under the Dilapidations’ Act. As it is an old building, it seems a pity not to make an
effort to repair it, if it is possible, and the architect agrees with me in thinking that the barn
would look charming if repaired in the old black and white style. The Hall would be under the
control of a committee, and it is hoped that all sections of the community would, in one way
or in another, benefit by it. I feel such a building has great possibilities, if properly managed.
We don’t know who or what prompted this reversal, but the barn was duly restored and opened as a
Church Hall in December 1915. Thank goodness for U-turns!
Sarah Bradley
Belbroughton History Society
Please note our new email address: belbroughtonhistory@gmail.com
15
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CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday December 1st
1st Sunday of Advent
9.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Christingle
11.15am
Morning Praise
4.00pm
Service of Lights
6.30pm
Holy Communion
th
Wednesday December 4
11.15am
Holy Communion
Sunday December 8th
2nd Sunday of Advent
9.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Worshp4All
11.15am
Holy Communion
11.15am
Worship4All
6.30pm
Broome Village Carol Service
Wednesday December 11th
10.00am
Holy Communion
th
Sunday December 15
3rd Sunday of Advent
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Informal Praise
11.15am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Carols on the Green
6.30pm
Lessons and Carols
6.30pm
Clent Carol Service
Wednesday December 18th
11.15am
Holy Communion
th
Thursday December 19
7.00pm
Blakedown Village Carol Service
Sunday December 22nd
4th Sunday of Advent
9.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion & Carols
11.15am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Christmas Carols and Prose
6.30pm
Carol Service
Tuesday December 24th
Christmas Eve
3.00pm
Crib Service
4.00pm
Crib Service
4.00pm
Crib & Christingle Service
5.00pm
Crib Service
5.00pm
Crib Service
9.00pm
Holy Communion
11.30pm
Midnight Holy Communion
11.30pm
Midnight Eucharist
11.30pm
Midnight Holy Communion
Wednesday December 25th
Christmas Day
10.00am
Worship4All
10.00am
Worship4All
10.00am
Worship4All
10.00am
Holy Communion
10.30am
Parish Communion
Sunday December 29th
1st Sunday of Christmas
10.45am
Group Holy Communion

(Purple)
Broome
Blakedown
St Leonard’s
Holy Trinity
Churchill
St Mark’s
St Leonard’s
(Purple)
St Leonard’s
Churchill
Blakedown
Holy Trinity
St Mark’s
Broome
Broome
(Purple)
Blakedown
Churchill
St Mark’s
Belbroughton
Holy Trinity
St Leonard’s
St Leonard’s
Blakedown
(Purple)
St Leonard’s
Broome
Holy Trinity
St Mark’s
St Saviour’s
(Purple)
St Leonard’s
St Mark’s
Blakedown
Holy Trinity
St Saviour’s
St Mark’s
Holy Trinity
St Leonard’s
Blakedown
(Gold/White)
St Leonard’s
Holy Trinity
St Mark’s
Churchill
St Saviour’s
(White)
St Saviour’s
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Please note: due to new Data Protection Laws, only those who have given consent to
display their details will be shown. Please contact the Church/Village Hall for further
contact details.

Belbroughton
Animal Sanctuary and Protection

Gaye Hadley Tel: 01562 730539

Belbroughton Church Hall
Diane Ash E:belbroughtonchurchhall@gmail.com
Belbroughton Cricket Club
Belbroughton Club - Function room hire
Belbroughton History Society
Undine Tel: 01562 730050
E: belbroughtonhistory@gmail.com
Belbroughton Horticultural Society
Gill Barber Tel: 01562 730983
Belbroughton First Steps Nursery
Nina Read Tel: 01562 731840
Belbroughton Recreation Centre
- Hall Bookings
Andy Finnie Tel: 07970 957838
E: raafinnie@btinternet.com
- Belbroughton Dog Training Club
John & Brenda Head Tel: 01384 825084
E: b-head@sky.com
- Talented K9s
Tel: 07708 143024
E: z_ashman@hotmail.com
- Best Pals Dog Training Club (Evenings)
Karin Sweryda Tel: 07759 775619
E: ksweryda@hotmail.com
- Jnr Football Training PSI Sports
Ian Delo Tel: 01299 826379
Or 07809 625620
- New Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Pilates
- Tennis Club
- Indoor Mat Bowls
Belbroughton Royal British Legion
Belbroughton Scythe Fund
Belbroughton Scarecrow Committee
- www.belbroughtonscarecrow.co.uk
Belbroughton Spinners
- Belbroughton Church Hall
Belbroughton Toddlers
- Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am
Belbroughton Cricket Club

Julie Weston Tel: 07864 186403
David Slann Tel: 01562 730322
E: davidslanntennis@gmail.com
Sheila Booth Tel: 07758 207575

Rodney Spencer Tel: 01562 730030
Jim Brown Tel: 01299 489733
Roger Hadley Tel: 01562 730539

Jill Edwards Tel: 01562 730415
Mary Hughes Tel: 01562 730346
07889 743532
E: belbroughtoncc@outlook.com
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Clent
Clent Parish Hall
Clent Parish Council

James or Tricia Tel: 01562 730381
Nick Farress Clerk
E: clerk@clentparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clent Church Guild of Bellringers
Service ringing Sun 9.30-10.00
Martin Whittaker Tel: 01562 883891
Practice Monday 19.45-21.00
Kim Topham Tel: 01562 887441
Clent Cricket Club - Centenary Field Belbroughton Rd, Clent
Clent Gardening Club – Chairman
Martin Grange Tel: 01562 883009/07917 184762
th
4 Fridays 7.30pm Clent Parish Hall
Clent Hills Rotary Club
Thurs 7 for 7.30pm, The French Hen, Clent
Clent History Society
Meets in Clent Parish Hall
Paul Timmins Tel: 01562 730421
Clent School PTFA
Andrea Wilkinson Tel: 07733 163517
Clent WI –
Secretary
Heather Carter Tel: 01562 882904
COMIC (Comedy Opera and Music in Clent)
E: comicinclent@gmail.com
Social Dancing Ballroom & Latin
Lynne Thomas Tel: 01384 918892
E: lippylynne@talktalk.net
Keep Fit - Fridays 9.30-10.30pm
Jennifer Field Tel: 01562 882669
Fat Blast and Body Tone Class – Weds 9.20am
Jayne Sheldon Tel: 01562 887840
E: Jayne.sheldon1@btinternet.com
Tai Chi/Chi Gong (meets Mondays 6.30-7.30pm) Gail Johnston
E: gailjohnston59@aol.com

Fairfield
Fairfield Village Hall - Chair

Conrad Palmer Tel: 01527 833583
E: secretary.fvh@outlook.com
Bookings:
Andrew Billau Tel: 07762 749943
E: fairfieldvillagehall@outlook.com
Fairfield Community Association – Chair
Conrad Palmer 01527 833583
E: fvcommunityassociation@outlook.com
Fairfield Ramblers Group
George Gration
E: george.gration@hotmail.co.uk
Bingo
Joanne Barnes 07979 192422
Line Dancing
Ann Waldron Tel: 01527 871645
E: annwaldron31@yahoo.com
National Vegetable Society
Roy James E: roy_james2@sky.com
Pre-School & Toddlers
Sharon Shorthouse Tel: 07960 060024
Ramblers Group
George Gration E: george.gration@hotmail.co.uk
Sequence Dancing
Dennis Anelli Tel: 01562 885536
Welcome Club
Fairfield WI - President
Carol Hine Tel: 01527 873072
E: carol.hine1@btinternet.com
Zumba
Elisha Waldron E: Elisha_waldron@icloud.com
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Church Office: 01562 730777

Fairfield

Clent

Priest: Revd Canon Susan Oliver
01562 701076

Priest: Revd Canon Susan Oliver
01562 701076

Priest: Revd Richard Newton
01562 882442

Churchwarden:
Mr Glynn Ashman
01562 730122
Pro-Warden:
Mr John Penlington 01562 730888
Lay Reader:
Mrs Pauline Jones 0121 453 7785
Organist:
Please contact Church Office
Guild of Ringers Tower Captain:
Mrs Rosie Marshall 01562 730535
Guild of Ringers Secretary:
Mrs Sarah Bradley 01562 731025
Belbroughton & Fairfield Parish
Council Clerk:
Mr John Farrell
01299 270722
Bookings Secretary for Church
Hall:
Email:
belbroughtonchurchhall@gmail.com
Bookings Secretary for Rec.
Centre:
Mr Andy Finnie
07970 957838

Churchwarden:
Mrs Mary Fairbairn 01527 368008
Pro-warden: Vacant

Churchwarden:
Miss Rosemarie Buchan
01562 700539
Mr David Stokes
07807 917319
Lay Reader:
Mrs Kim Topham
01562 887441
Secretary to the Church Council:
Mr Harry Grove
01562 777967
Treasurer:
Mr Jonathan Prior 01562 730428
Organist:
Mr Harry Grove
01562 777967
Mothers’ Union Branch Contact:
Mrs Anne Harris
01562 730254
Bookings Secretary for Parish
Hall:
Mrs Tricia Bradbury 01562 730381
Guild of Ringers Conductor:
Mr Martin Whittaker 01562 883891
Lenny’s Contact:
Mrs Kim Topham
01562 887441
Clent Parish Council Clerk:
Ms Ruth Mullett
01562 710255

Parish Magazine
DISTRIBUTION
The Editor

Parish Magazine
DISTRIBUTION
Mrs Meriel Scurrell 01527 876485

Belbroughton

01562 730777

Lay Reader:
Mrs Pauline Jones
7785

0121 453

Bookings Secretary for Village
Hall:
Andrew Billau
07762 749943
Email:
fairfieldvillagehall@outlook.com

Belbroughton with Fairfield
Secretary to the Church
Council:
Mrs Undine Yates 01562 730050

OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
Mon-Weds 9-12am for Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms, Weds-Fri 9-12am for Parish Magazine/publications
COPIES
Can be ordered from the Distributors or purchased from: McColl’s, Belbroughton & the Churches
CONTRIBUTIONS
For consideration to Church Office, 19 Church Road, Belbroughton DY9 9TE
Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
COPY DATE Is the end of the first week of the preceding month
ADVERTISEMENTS / EDITOR
Contact: The Editor (Christine Thomas), on 01562 730777 at Church Office, address above, or Email:
bfcoffice@btconnect.com
WEBSITE
Three Churches website: www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
Clent website: www.clent-worcs.co.uk
Fairfield & Wildmoor Community Notice Board website: www.fairfieldvillage.co.uk
Clent Parish Council website: www.clentparishcouncil.gov.uk
MISSION GROUP website: www.thebeneficemissiongroup.weebly.com

The PARISH NEWS accepts NO RESPONSIBILITY for the service, products or
otherwise of Advertisers in this publication.
Advertisements are reviewed on an annual basis, although ad-hoc adverts may be placed throughout
the year. Should you wish to place a new advert or make changes to an existing advert, please
contact the Editor Tel: 01562 730777 or Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
to be included in this publication

The Parish News

December 2019

BELBROUGHTON & FAIRFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Fairfield First School – Consultation on the County Council Planning application for a three classroom
extension, demolition of temporary double mobile, new car park and Change of Use from Agriculture to
Educational for two adjacent fields.
The Parish Council responded: ‘’It agrees with the Planning Application in principle, but with the proviso,
and prior to any approval, that the Worcestershire County Council takes all required steps in order to
mitigate the impact of the proposed expansion of the school on the local community and all road users
in the vicinity of the school. Specifically, the health and safety of the school children in respect of traffic
movements requires to be addressed with imposed traffic management measures. In conjunction we
would also wish consideration be given to addressing the resultant increase in air pollution arising from
traffic movements in the vicinity of the school and the impact this would have on children generally and
specifically asthma sufferers.’’
Precept 2020
The council has approved its budget for the year commencing 1st April 2020 and agreed to freeze again
the Precept (that part of your Council taxes that goes to the Parish Council) at £65,000. This will equate
to an approximate £55.00 for the year for a band ‘D’ property.
Little Bell Hall Pool – Drayton Rd. Belbroughton
The Council will be assessing the costs of employing specialist engineers to advise on structural work
that may be necessary should it be decided to refill the pool.
CCTV – Belbroughton, High St.
It was agreed that further investigations will take place to assess the logistics and costs of introducing a
scheme for the central area of the village.
Councillor Vacancy - Fairfield Ward
The Council continues to have two vacancies and would like to see the ward have full representation
from its community. If you have an interest in helping your fellow residents then please come to our next
Council meeting in Fairfield First School on Monday 2nd December at 7.30pm to see what we do. Or,
contact the clerk to find out more on 01299 270722.
Recent Planning Decisions advised by the District Council:
19/00933/FUL Single storey rear extension. 23 Woodgate Way Belbroughton
Status: Application Refused.
19/01149/LBC Listed Building consent for installation of secondary glazing on sash windows in main
bedroom. Brook House 2 Drayton Road Belbroughton Status: Application Granted.
19/01129/FUL A new agricultural building and a new lean-to and extension to an existing agricultural
building. Hill Farm Hockley Brook Lane Belbroughton Stourbridge
Status: Application Granted.
19/01102/FUL Proposed single storey rear extension and replacement porch to front.
1 Stourbridge Road Fairfield Bromsgrove
Status: Application Granted.
Council Meeting dates
The next Council meetings are on 2nd December when we meet in the Fairfield First School. and then
on 6th January 2020, taking place in the Jubilee Room, Belbroughton Recreation Centre. All residents
are welcome to attend, the meetings start at 7.30 pm.
Community Engagement
The Council holds an ‘Open Surgery’ session of up to 15 minutes at the beginning of full Council
meetings to give residents the opportunity to meet and discuss any issues directly with their councillors.
Parish Council Website The site www.belbroughtonandfairfield-pc.info includes full details of council
meetings, agendas and, minutes along with useful community information.
John Farrell, Clerk to Belbroughton and Fairfield Parish Council
E mail: belbroughtonpc@live.co.uk
Tel: 01299 270722
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FAIRFIELD VILLAGE NEWS
Date
1st December
8th December
15th December
22nd December
24th December HC
25th December

Reading the Lessons
Mr T Jones
Mr C Palmer
Mr R Garvin
Tba
Mr R Garvin
Tba

Sidespeople
Mrs M Scurrell
Mrs L Garvin
Mr D Hardeman
Mr P Jones

Flowers & Brasses
Advent
Advent
Advent
Advent
Xmas helpers please

St Mark’s Church Cleaning Rota

6th December
13th December
20th December
27th December

S Gormley
M Scurrell
P & T Jones
C Brogan

FAIRFIELD 200 CLUB DRAW ON 2ND OCTOBER 2019

Not a member? Why not
join? Only £1.00 p/mth,
with some great cash
prizes up to £200.00 to be
won. Proceeds support
Fairfield Village Hall
http://fvca.org.uk/200-club/

PRIZE NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER
£50
96
£10
53
200
122
£5
185
3
77
149
Administrator – Linda Garvin 01527 834935

Fairfield Village Hall – 13th November
Some of the many bird and bat boxes
assembled this afternoon that will be
placed in the Spinney and around the Rec.

Puzzles – answers further on in magazine
What type of cheese is made backward?
Why are ghosts bad at lying?
What two things can you never eat for breakfast?
If you throw a blue stone into the Red Sea, what
will it become?
What did the beach say when the tide came in?
What do you call it when your parachute doesn’t
open?
17
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FAIRFIELD VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Neighbourhood Watch
During the past months there have been report of some suspicious activities around the village, a ewe
that was slaughtered and vehicles being broken-into in the Bournheath area. Please remain vigilant
reporting suspicious activity to the police and telling FVCA. With the dark nights, keep a light on, and
review your vehicle, home and shed security.
Fairfield Flicks - Your local Community Cinema at Fairfield Village Hall
(NOTE from December afternoon films will start at 2.15pm):
11th December
3rd January
15th January
22nd January
29th January

2.15pm
11.00am
7.30pm
2.15pm
2.15pm

The Man Who Invented Christmas
The Boss Baby
Book Club
Mr Holmes
Fences

Ticket prices: Afternoon & Junior Flicks £3.00 each - Evening screenings £5.00 each.
Refreshments, Ice Cream and Pop Corn are available, at for a nominal charge.
Doors open 30 minutes before each film showing.
Parking in the Village
A plea to all motorists, please be considerate when parking your vehicle.
Once again, there has been incidents where vehicles have obstructed the footpath, requiring pedestrians
(the elderly - some in their 80s - and people with pushchairs) to walk on the busy and at times dangerous
Stourbridge Road.
Some of these vehicles belong to residents as well as visitors to our village.
When parking your vehicle please leave space on the footpath wide enough for a mobility aid/double
pushchair.
Please encourage visitors to your property to park considerately. Fortunately, the village does have public
car park at the Recreation Ground.
Your assistance to help improve pedestrian safety would be appreciated.
Fly Tipping
Recently there has been a significant increase in fly tipping across our Parish Ward and in the surrounding
area. If you witness or have information relating to fly tipping:
One-off incident, you need to contact Bromsgrove District Council, tel: 01527 881188 or report online
https://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/my-place/street-cleaning/fly-tipping.aspx. The Council has a dedicated
enforcement officer who investigates all incidents, and is actively following up on information that might
lead to a prosecution.
To report large-scale illegal dumping (such as lorries dumping rubbish) and hazardous waste, you CAN
contact CrimeStoppers anonymously, tel. 0800 555 111, the Rural Crime Hotline tel. 0800 783 0137 or
online at https://forms.theiline.co.uk/ruralcrimehotline (select ‘Large-scale, industrial fly-tipping’ from the
drop-down box.
NEW - Social Saturdays
Starting 4th January - First Saturday of each month at Fairfield Village Hall, 10am – 11am
Pop in for a mug of tea/coffee, biscuits, a game of table tennis and catch up with friends and community
news. Occasionally there may be a short video to watch – sometimes serious, sometimes humorous.
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Festive Fairfield
Once again, plenty of events have been organised to celebrate Christmas and to welcome the New
Year, do come along.
December
4th
Deck the Village Tree, meet Village Hall, 2pm
th
11
The Man Who Invented Christmas, Village Hall, 2.15pm
14th The Snow Dancer, Village Hall, 3.30pm
18th Carols Around the Christmas Tree, Village Hall, 7pm
21st Breakfast with Santa, Swan Inn, 9am
22nd Carols & Prose, St. Mark’s, 6.30pm
24th Crib Service, St. Mark’s, 4pm
24th Christmas Holy Communion, St. Mark’s, 9pm
25th Christmas Day Service, St. Mark’s, 10am
27th Christmas Ramble, meet Swan Inn 10am
31st New Year’s Eve Party, Village Hall, 8pm - late
January
3rd
Fairfield Flicks - The Boss Baby, Village Hall, 11am
The Snow Dancer
Celebrate Festive Fairfield with a performance of The Snow Dancer from the Badapple Theatre
Company
The Snow Dancer will be performed at Fairfield Village Hall on Saturday 14 December.
Tickets on sale from Fairfield Café: Standard £11.00 (Advance £8.50), U16s £5.00
Show starts at 3.30pm (doors open from 3pm)
There will be FREE Squash/Hot drinks and cakes.
Carols Around the Christmas Tree
Wednesday 18th December 7.00pm
Carols and Festive Songs around the Village Christmas Tree, with FREE Mulled Wine & Mince Pies.
Post-Christmas Ramble
On Friday 27th December, walk off the Christmas excess, followed by refreshments at the Swan Inn.
2 hour walk, starting and finishing at the Swan Inn. Meet 10am.
Wear suitable clothes and footwear. Dogs on lead are welcome.
New Year’s Eve Party
Tuesday 31st December 8pm - late
Say goodbye to 2019 and welcome 2020 at Fairfield Village Hall, with Music, Games and Buffet.
Entry: £5.00 per person (U16s FREE)

Answers: Edam, Because you can see right through them, Lunch and dinner, Wet, Long time no sea,
Jumping to a conclusion
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ColourFence Dudley
Professionally installed fencing, gates & railings
For a FREE, no obligation quote & survey contact 07875 350 259

ColourFence steel fencing solutions are
virtually maintenance free, with just an
occasional wash down being all that is needed
to look as good as new for at least 25 years!*
Available, with or without trellis in a range of
colours to suit any garden. The best news is
that pricing is just as attractive. Starting costs
are in line with comparible traditional systems
but offer the on going peace of mind that your
investment will continue to save time and
money year after year. For those of us who love
our gardens, ColourFence promise a lifetime of
hassle-free enjoyment.
ColourFence

The perfect solution for privacy
Virtually maintenance free
Variety of colours
Heights of up to 2.1m
Withstand winds of 130mph
25 year guarantee*
T: 01384 594 791 M: 07875 350 259
www.colourfencedudley.co.uk
*full terms & conditions on website or on request

ColourRail

A cost effective alternative to
wrought or cast iron railings
Ideal for front gardens
Variety of ﬁnishes & colours
Bespoke sizes available
10 year guarantee*
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FAIRFIELD WI
Mary opened the meeting in Carol’s
absence . Carol lost her husband suddenly
and we all held her in our thoughts. Mary
read a card received from Carol thanking
everyone for their kind support.
Worcestershire Federations Annual
meeting was held at Malvern on Sat. Nov
9th. The first time it has taken place at the
weekend to encourage members who work
particularly in some of the newly formed
W.I. Two of our members attended
and enjoyed the meeting.

Business concluded we moved to enjoy the
rest of our meeting which was a " Pudding
Night ". Members had been asked to make
and bring their favourite pudding to be
tasted and judged by everyone present. It
was a very light hearted hour and not good
if you were dieting but very YUMMY.
Members judged by placing pennies under
their favourite . Mary won with a French
Apple Tart. Isabel 2nd. Lemon Meringue
Paula. 3rd. Brioche Pudding. Pennies went
to A.C.W.W.

The morning speaker was Denise
Smythe-Wright, an oceanologist with 40
yrs experience and a W.I. member from
Hampshire. Much of the information she
gave was very current with the subject so
high on the agenda but never the less very
interesting.

The committee will be finalising details for
Decembers Christmas Party, and we look
forward to being entertained by " Slick Six "
the popular group from Clent. Christmas
approaches very quickly.

We were then entertained by a lovely
choir " The Valentines Choir" before
breaking for lunch, and a chance to look
round the Competition on the theme " The
Planet ". A very high standard in all the
classes such talent !!

We meet on the 2nd. Wednesday of the
month in the Village Hall.

Stuart Hillard of Sewing Bee fame was
our very entertaining afternoon speaker,
telling us that it all started with his mother
teaching him to knit at a very early age to
commissions in magazines, and then T.V.
He brought with him some beautiful quilts.
He was very funny you could say he had us
in Stitches !! ( Sorry )

If you are able to come along to see if W.I.
is for you ,you will be very welcome.

WHAT3WORDS
To help pinpoint exact locations of flooding and
other emergency incidents/hazards download
What3Words
The application uses 3 word address to identify
precise locations and will enable us to deploy
resources exactly where they are needed.
You can visit the website or download the free
app
https://t.co/DqImFhsbgY
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Specialist in Aga–Rayburn appliances
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed
We service gas, oil and L.P.G appliances as
well as offering new and reconditioned Aga and
Rayburn cookers
Let us give your existing Aga a new lease of life
with full or part re-enamelling and replacing of
tired and worn-out parts
Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073
najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk
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CLENT VILLAGE NEWS
CLEANING ROTA

7th December
14th December
21st December
28th December
4th January

Rose Hughes & Lyn Bruton
Lynn Edwards & Melinda Martin
Liz Coyle & Janet Adams
Clare Morgan
Donna Ashton
CLENT MOTHERS’ UNION

In spit of a few unavoidable absences, our November meeting was very well
supported. It was lovely to meet with old friends and welcome new ones. We
thank Richard Woolley for bringing Jan to the meeting o- it was so good to see
her – and we thank them both for their work in helping us balance the books.
Following our worship, Anne opened the meeting, giving out several notices. One notice was to
inform members of an increase of £2 in subscriptions for full members and ££5 increase for
branch members. Jan explained the increases were necessary as our fundraising events are
not always as successful as we would like, inclement weather being one reason for this. We
always try to have celebrations for members’ “big” birthdays and anniversaries, which we intend
to continue. Very little of the subscription goes to the branch; the majority going to Worcester.
Anne introduced our speaker, Ruth Ellis, who came to tell us about “Classroom in the Clouds~”,
a charity in Nepal. Ruth became involved due to her work as a School Governor at Pedmore
Primary. A number of Dudley schools have jointly raised £20,000 and Ruth was included in a
group of teachers and governors to visit Nepal to see what the charity is achieving. The visit
was arduous, travelling much of it on foot along unmade tracks and was hair-raising on the
more precipitous parts – the effects of the 2015 earthquake are clear to see. One of the most
poignant of Ruth’s many slides was one of the 5 year olds chiselling stone to place it onto the
“road” they were laying. Many children are orphaned as a result of the earthquake, but thanks
to “Classroom in the Clouds” they should now receive education in the smart new classrooms,
which looked lovely.
Anne thanked Ruth for her interesting talk, gave her a plant on behalf of members, all of whom
contributed generously to the charity.
Our next meeting will be our Christmas Tea on Thursday 5th December at 2pm in Clent village
Hall.
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Jackson
Inside anything from:
Shelving to Flat Packs
Lighting to Radiators
Toilets to Taps
Painting to Flooring
Doors to Windows

Handyman Services
Punctual

Polite

Professional

Specialising in small jobs

Outside anything
from:
Sheds to Brick walls
Decking to Fencing
Patios to Paths
Clearing to Cutting

I will even take on your part-finished jobs
My quotes are quick, fully-itemised and transparent, with hourly, day or job rates to suit your requirements (no VAT)
I can provide materials or work with yours
To discuss any of your work requirements, please contact me on:
Mobile: 07908 742673 Office: 01562 720451 email: rich@jacksonhs.co.uk
www.Jacksonhs.co.uk

The Parish News

December 2019

CLENT WI
Change is still very much in the air as we step into December. Clent WI
members have had Thursday 12th December in our diaries for many months,
followed by the words WI Christmas Festivities but due to the Parish Hall
being used as the local Polling Station on that date we have moved our
Christmas meeting to Thursday 19th December. We will look forward to
celebrating Christmas then.
This has not been the only change to our autumn programme. In November we expected to be
hearing from Lord Cobham about Hagley Hal l- Past and Present until our Programme
Secretary informed us that our speaker was now unable to join us on that date. Instead we
welcomed a speaker who was well placed to tell us about the fascinating Rock Houses at
Kinver and the people who lived in them . The houses which are now managed by the National
Trust are well worth a visit.
The Craft Group too had a change of dates, from Friday 15th November to Friday 22nd
November. This change of date did not stop the Crafties from getting their hooks into bit of Rag
Rugging with Pam Yarwood and producing a variety of attractive and useful items which we
look forward to seeing on display at a later meeting.
Lynn Green will join the Craft Group on Friday 13th December for our annual ‘get ready for
Christmas session.’ We will make door or table decorations. This year Lynn wants us to ‘go
rustic’. Members are asked to bring any greenery they have plus ribbons and bits and pieces to
incorporate in our masterpieces.
The monthly meeting programme has already been arranged for 2020. The first meeting of the
New Year will be Thursday 9th January starting at 7.30pm. Why not come along, there’s not
much on TV on Thursdays? Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Contact.

Heather Carter (Secretary) or Toni Allison (President)
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NEW DAY CARE SERVICE at OFFMORE FARM
We offer a high quality Day Care service in a homely & friendly environment
Join us for a full day, half a day or just a few hours
Enjoy home cooked meals or a cup of tea and homemade cake
While chatting to new friends & joining in with a variety of activities

We aim for you to get the best out of your time with us at Offmore Farm Day Care

Please call Cheryl Burge on: 01562 515189 for more information

PLIMMER ROOFING CONTRACTORS
•
•
•
•
•
•

FAST RESPONSE ON EMERGENCIES
STORM DAMAGE UNDERTAKEN
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE QUOTATIONS
ABSOLUTELY NO OBLIGATION

01562700775

•
•
•
•

LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZENS RATE
UPVC FASCIAS AND GUTTERING
REPLACED
• NEW ROOFS – TILES OR SLATES
• FLAT ROOFS – FELT OR LEAD
• LEAD FABRICATION – VALLEYS,
FLASHINGS AND BAYS

Tel/Fax

0121 453 8138

Mobile

07815 084534

07931636062
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CLENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are well on the road to Bethlehem here at Clent Primary School. Our youngest children are
enthusiastically rehearsing for the Nativity performance and are very excited at the prospect of
performing. Advent really is a very special time of year in primary school and we are very lucky
to see the joy and excitement growing as we get closer to Christmas.
As part of this we would love to share the Christmas experience with you and would very much
like to invite you to attend our performance of the Nativity on Tuesday 10th December at 1.30
pm when we invite in members of the local community to join us in celebrating the Christmas
story.
You would also be very welcome to join us at St Leonard’s church on 17th December at 6.30pm
for carols with our older children

Christmas Fayre
Clent Parochial Primary School
Thursday 6th December
3 - 6pm
Come and see Father Christmas and join in with the festivity activities,
Fun, games and raffle prizes
All welcome
Andrea Wilkinson - 07733163517
Carol Singing
It's that time of year again so why not dust off your lanterns and carol books and join
us for the annual village sing song around the houses and pubs of Clent. This will be
our 23rd consecutive year and the charities this year are Alzheimer’s Society, Crisis
and a kidney transplant charity.
Thursday 19th December meeting outside the Bell & Cross at 7pm and aiming to
finish in the Vine for cheesy chips at around 9.30 to 10 pm.
All welcome. Torches / lanterns a good idea.
Rob & Sue Harris
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MARSHALL DÉCOR
High
& decorating
decorating
High class
class painting
painting &
Interior
Interior &
& Exterior
Exterior
Commercial
& Domestic
Domestic
Commercial &
For your quotation contact:

Tom Marshall

0121 561 3995

mobile: 07930 807 461
Guitar, Banjo & Mandolin Tuition
One to one lessons with friendly & professional tutor.
Gift vouchers available for that special and unusual present.
All ages and all levels of ability are welcome; learn solely for pleasure playing music you enjoy,
or find new challenges and develop your technique by working through the grades
Instruments taught include Classical, Acoustic & Electric Guitar, 5-string & 4-string Banjo,
and Classical & Folk Mandolin along with Music Theory
Full member of the Incorporated Society of Musicians.
Also available to perform for dinner parties, house concerts, weddings, etc.

Danielle Saxon Reeves BMus (Hons), MISM
Web: www.daniellesaxonreeves.co.uk

Email: daniellesaxonreeves@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 01384 893 987

Need extra
space for
guests?
Computer
Support
&your
Maintenance

We have excellent Bed & Breakfast facilities at
NEED COMPUTER HELP? Then Let Us Help You!

TALL TREES COTTAGE

Business and Domestic * Support and Maintenance * Domain Hosting * Virus Support
Internet and Communications * PC Repairs & Upgrades * Wireless Networks * Offsite
Backup
Thicknall
Lane,
Clent,
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9
Hardware and Software * No Fix No Fee * Special Senior Citizen Rates

0HN
Accommodation for up to 6 people, in three bedrooms, en-suite
Quiet
andLocal
secluded
a beautiful
garden.Needs
We7take
A Local Company
Serving
Businessin
& Homes
with All Computer
Days adogs.
Week
Tel:
Mrs07711
Sheila
Blankstone
– 01562
883
883
Mobile:
66 10
74 – Freephone
0800 043
2618
Email:
sales@itssolutions.co.uk
– Website: www.itssolutions.co.uk
Email:
talltreescottage@btconnect.com
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present

“CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS”
On Sunday 8th December 2019 at Clent Parish Hall, Clent, at 2.30pm.
Tickets are £5.00 each to include a mince pie and a drink.
Tickets are available from Jayne on 01562 886624.
We are also singing at St. Paul’s, Blackheath, on Saturday 7th December at
7.00pm and the Dudley Salvation Army Band will be joining us too.
Tickets not required but donations gratefully received.

Are pleased to
Present

OUT OF ORDER
A farce
By Ray Cooney
At Clent Parish Hall
On
th
th
16 -18 January 2020
Tickets available from:

Email: comicinclent@gmail.com
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ClearView Window
Cleaning
Traditional Window Cleaners
Providing a service in
Belbroughton – Fairfield –
Clent since 1984
Guttering cleaning service too!
Contact Eddie:
Mob: 07860601533
or
eddiebattersby@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
BEAUTIFULLY CLEAN AND HEALTHY FABRICS
• Local professional service with a smile
• Satisfaction – our utmost priority
• Trained by & a proud member of the NCCA –
National Carpet Cleaning Association
• 5 star online reviews

CALL VAUGHN TODAY: 07930 890885
WEB: www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk
EMAIL: info@ajvcarpetcare.co.uk

Mark Lewis
Environmental
Services
Professional Tree Surgery;
Pruning, Thinning, Felling, Reduction, Stump Grinding and Planting
Seasoned Logs for Sale

Ground Maintenance;
Hedges trimmed, lawns cut and edged, strimming, driveways and
patios (pressure washed), sites tidied
Woodchip supplied

NPTC qualified and fully insured
Telephone Mark: 07789 854473
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CLENT HISTORY SOCIETY
I would like to thank all of our Members and Visitors who have supported us this year, it has been very
much appreciated by our committee, We have lost four Committee members this year which is quite
concerning to us as a Committee but we have now gained two new Committee members, Celia
Nancarrow and Neil Harvey.
Our next years programme is very exciting so we Start with Richard Booth in March “The Sweet life in
Bournville.”
Our news letter will be sent to all our members at the end of January.
Thanks once again for your support.
Paul Timmins (Chairman)
CLENT HISTORY SOCIETY – FROM THE ARCHIVES
Taken from the Parish Magazine January 1935.
THE CHRISTMAS FOREST - Thursday, 19th December.
For the benefit of those unable to see it. I will endeavour to describe the scene and the events which
took place.
As I was unfortunately unable to give any help in the big job of preparation I had my first view of it just as
Mr. Wooldridge, who was directing operations, opened the doors, and what one may describe as a happy
torrent of happy children poured into the Clent Parish Hall. The scene was one of dazzling beauty. There
was over 200 coloured lights in the trees and overhead. The fifteen trees were glistening with tinsel and
decorations and full of dolls, toys and all kinds of pretty gifts. Round a raised seat at the back of the stage
were piled a mass of balloons and crackers. The roof of the hall was hidden with all kinds of
decorations. As possession of the hall could not be obtained untill10pm. on Wednesday, the successful
accomplishment of such an amazing transformation calls for our praise and gratitude to Messrs
Wooldridge, Meadows, Ken Pickering and Baker (the latter our Hon. Electrician who kindly fixed the tree
lights). These laboured hard that night placing the trees in position and decorating the hall, as well as
removing everything the next evening; and we must also congratulate the Ladies on their beautiful
trees. Well, the hall was quite full up, for though many older people who obtained tickets did not come,
there were about 180 children and quite 100 older boys and girls and parents present. And now Father
Christmas arrived and hobbled up to his seat on the stage with a heavy sack on his back. This was the
signal for great cheering, and Henry Hall, who had been vainly trying to entertain us on the wireless, gave
up the attempt in favour of whistles which were obtained amongst other things from the lucky dip,
presided over by Father Christmas.
After this came the Punch and Judy show with the children sitting down in front of it. Professor Clifford
knows what the youngsters want. How they roared! Then at length came the great moment when the
children gathered around their trees according to their ticket number and received their presents, and
many older people also received one from the trees on the stage. After that Father Christmas got busy
again distributing a balloon and cracker to every child.
For these we offer our best thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan (Field House). And so with the National
Anthem our first Christmas Forest came to an end and all dispersed happily to their homes. Everyone
thought it a great show and in addition, as the balance sheet indicates, it has produced a much larger
profit for our Sunday school Fund than i ever expected.
I offer my grateful thanks to Mrs. Horton for her donation; also to Mrs. Pickering for the Lucky dip; and
once again to all those mentioned here.
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HOLIDAYS IN BRITTANY – TWO GITES TO LET
Well furnished gites set in tranquil setting some 45 minutes from the Roscoff ferry.
Ideal base for visiting the beautiful coastline and inland areas of the Parc Amorique.
Experience the Breton culture and relaxing atmosphere.
Visit our well informed website – www.brittanyhols.com

Or telephone for more details – contact Gill Poole on 00 33 296 38 77 07
Or email – admin@brittanyhols.com

Home & Maintenance Services

A.S. PAINTER & DECORATOR
FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING
NEEDS
CONTACT ALLAN 07730477564

GUTTERS CLEANED, REPAIRED OR REPLACED
LAMINATE FLOORS AND LOFT BOARDS FITTED
INSIDE / OUTSIDE PAINTING
GATES, FENCES REPLACED
PLUMBING – (KITCHEN, BATHROOM & OUTSIDE TAPS FITTED)
PATIOS AND BLOCKED DRIVES POWER WASHED
AND RE-SANDED
PHONE EXTENSIONS FITTED
SHED ROOFS REFELTED

WRITTEN QUOTES ON
REQUEST
CLEANLINESS ASSURED
ALLAN SILVERS 13 PRINCESS
CRESCENT HALESOWEN
WEST MIDLANDS B63 3QE

Tel: Romsley
Romsley –– 01562
01562 814688
814688
Tel:
Mobile: 07939
Mobile:
07939 567269
567269
Email: barriebateman2@gmail.com
Email: barrie@bbateman.freeserve.co.uk

Hagley Clock Clinic Ltd
Repairs, restoration & servicing of antique and
modern clocks and other mechanical devices.
Telephone: 01562 885080
Email:
info@hagleyclockclinic.co.uk
Web:
www.hagleyclockclinic.co.uk
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CLENT GARDENING CLUB
The October meeting of the Club welcomed Duncan Coombes the former
head lecturer of Pershore Horticultural College to give a seasonal talk
entitled “Barks, stems and evergreens for the winter garden”.
Duncan is an excellent speaker and he gave a wealth of ideas for different
plants, shrubs and trees which can add colour to the garden at an
otherwise dreary time of year. His talk was embellished with a fine array of photographs to
illustrate the effects that can be obtained with some judicious planting.
He also surprised members with a paper quiz which tested the knowledge of the keenest of
members as Latin names were also required! I cannot possibly reveal individual scores!
After the regulation question and answer session members and guests enjoyed tea, coffee and
biscuits before the raffle was drawn and the Chairman announced the results of the monthly
competitions.
The Chairman reminded members that the final meeting of the year was the Annual Members
Supper on November 22 which would also include a demonstration on the ancient art of
Origami.
He also wished a merry Xmas and happy new year to any members unable to attend the
members supper despite the festivities being two months away!
All are welcome at our meetings which are held at Clent Village Hall on the 4th Friday each
month and anyone interested in either joining or just visiting the Club can get further details by
visiting our website on https://clentgardeningclub.wordpress.com or by contacting our Chairman
Martin Grange 01562 883009/07917 184762.

Sunday 22 December at 7-30 pm
Clent Parish Hall Fundraisers
present

Anthony John Clarke
in concert

A Celebration of Christmas
Roll up for first-class Christmas cheer and really snuggle into the festive spirit.
It will be a warm and entertaining night.
Tickets £12-50 to incl ‘Festive nibbles’ – Licensed bar provided
From Jim 01562 886013 or Jon 730428 or via email: jim.c.yarwood@gmail.com
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Kenneth J Winfield
Chartered Accountants
ACCOUNTS PREPARATION • SELF ASSESSMENT TAX RETURNS
GENERAL TAXATION ADVICE • SELF EMPLOYMENT
BUSINESS START-UP ADVICE

FREE INITIAL MEETING

01562 885675
SUNNYBANK • ADAMS HILL• CLENT • STOURBRIDGE • DY9 9PS

ANDREW E S SHERREY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
LABURNUM HOUSE, ADAMS HILL, CLENT, STOURBRIDGE DY9 9PS
TELEPHONE: 01562 885496
E mail: andrew@andrewsherrey.co.uk
•
•
•
•

• Business & Personal Taxation
• Bookkeeping
• Company Formations
• Payroll Service
Please
phone
Please
phonefor
foran
aninitial
initial free
free consultation
consultation

Business forecasts
Advice on Start-ups
Accounts Preparation
VAT Returns
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CLENT PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has been investigating the leak of water in the childrens play area which has
resulted in a boggy area by the table tennis table. We now believe that this is as a result of a leaking
pipe which runs from the pond to a small brook in the corner of the play area. Following discussions with
Worcestershire County Council it has been agreed that the pipe will be repaired once ground conditions
will support the use of diggers.
Our annual cutting of the hedges has now been completed. These are the hedges for which the Parish
Council is responsible. If however anyone feels that a hedge near them has not been cut then please
contact the Parish Clerk clerk@clentparishcouncil.gov.uk with details so it may be investigated.
The Parish Youth Council has asked us to consider improvements to the football pitch area as during
the winter period the goal mouths become very boggy. We are investigating a number of options for
discussion at our monthly meetings.
There will not be a meeting in December so our next meeting will be on 20 January 2020 when we will
be discussing budgets for the next financial year. All of our monthly meetings are held in front of the
public and parishioners are always welcome to attend .
Finally on behalf of the Parish Council may I wish all of our parishioners a Merry Christmas. and a
Happy New Year.
Nick Farress, Clerk to Clent Parish Council
07929 213117 clentparishcouncil.gov.uk

Nick Sugden
Chairman

Our Christingle service will be held on the 1st
December 10.00am
Please remember to collect your Christingle money
boxes from church to collect all your loose change
in. This will then be donated to the Children’s
society who work with children and families in
distress in this country.
Help us to help the Children’s society’s wonderful
and much needed work.
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Using only the most modern carpet cleaning
equipment and advanced techniques. We use
Wool-X Microsplitters to rejuvenate your old
carpets to bring them ‘back to life’

Our oven products are Bio Degradable, Non-caustic,
No fumes, No Odours, Quick Drying and 100% Safe!

£10 OFF
Garden
Supplies
Direct
Full Range of Quality Garden
Products Delivered to your door
Ambassador Multi Purp 40ltr 6 bags Only £25
Levington Multi Purp 50ltr 4 bags Only £22.80
Levington Farm Manure 50ltr 4 bags £18.80
Levington Giant Growbag 4 bags for £20
Decorative Bark 70ltr 5 bags for £34
• Stockists of SHL Professional Composts
Range of Bagged Aggregate Available

You Click – We Deliver !
more offers @
Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk
Call: Paul
Paul on
on 01562
01562 741820
741820
Call:
Mob: 07704
07704 346506
346506
Mob:
Delivery £3.00 – Orders £25 + Delivered Free!

Fast & Friendly Service
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Top Tip of the month
Give yourself permission.
Permission to have a lie in, permission to eat
more than usual, permission to relax with
your favourite tipple and most of all
permission to have fun, dance like nobody’s
watching and enjoy your family and friends.
Merry Xmas from the PW Team

On a recent flight, an airhead passenger kept
peering out the window. Since it was totally
dark, all the airhead could see was the
blinking wing-tip light and rang for the flight
attendant.
"I'm sorry to bother you, but I think you should
inform the pilot that his left-turn indicator is on
and has been for some time."

Rotary Club of Hagley
No 1328 District 1060

Godfrey Partridge phf,
Vice President and Public Relations Officer
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcestershire
DY10 4EF
 01562 827 225
E-Mail qshare.qa@gmail.com

The Hagley Rotary Club meet at the Lyttleton Arms on Monday Evenings where we enjoy the
excellent meals and lighthearted Banta and the serious, but enjoyable good works and interests.
This month we were visited by John Teece from the Bromsgrove Rotary Club who gave the
members a new insight to how Rotarians in other towns are serving the community with vocational
and community ventures.
One of the many benefits of being a Rotarian is enjoying Social Events involving our partners and
families, so it was encouraging to find that Bromsgrove share our own commitment and interests.
Certificates were also awarded to Rotarian David Spencer and David Dewhurst for distinguished and
outstanding service to Rotary.
So if readers would like to have fun with purpose give consideration to joining our club who meet at
7.00pm for 7.30pm on Monday evenings at the Lyttleton Arms by visiting our website at
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website.
Or make a phone call to:
Martin Freckelton on 01562 700 391 or Dave Santus on 01562 886 529
They will be delighted to tell you more about our Rotary Club in Hagley and its activities.
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BELBROUGHTON RECREATION HALL – REGULAR BOOKINGS AS FOLLOWS:MONDAY
TUESDAY

1.00 – 3.00 pm
7.00 – 8.00 pm
1.00 – 3.00 pm
7.30 – 10.00pm

WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 12.00am
2.00 – 4.00 pm
3.30 – 5.15 pm
6.30 – 9.30 pm
7.00 pm
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

6.30 – 8.30 pm
9.30 – 3.00 pm

Talented K9s
Pilates Class
Talented K9s
Belbroughton Dog Training Club
Talented K9s
Bowling Club
LingoBugs Children’s French Speaking Class (Jubilee Room)
Best Pals Dog Training Club
No Fear Bridge in Jubilee Room
Best Pals Dog Training Club
Scent Pals

Outside of these regular bookings, other times are available for activities. The adjacent play area
makes the Hall an ideal venue for childrens’ parties. The newly upgraded Jubilee Room is
available for day and evening hire, business meetings, activities, private parties, etc.

For full details please contact Andy Finnie on 07970 957838
BELBROUGHTON CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
MORNING
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

AFTERNOON EVENING
6-9 Slimming World
6-7 Dance 7.30-8.30 Yoga
7-10 Spinners

9.30-11.30 Toddlers
9.30-11.30 Pilates
2-12 Party
3-7 Party

6-9 Slimming World
6-7 Dance 7.30-8.30 Yoga
9.30-11.30 Toddlers
9.30-11.30 Pilates
10-12 Coffee Morning
9-2 Party
11-5 Party
6-9 Slimming World
6-7 Dance 7.30-8.30 Yoga
9.30-11.30 Toddlers
9.30-11.30 Pilates
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Dr.DD.Dalby
Dalby
Dr
BDS
1989,
B.D.S.Birm
(Birm)
MFGDP(UK)
RCS Eng 1999
M.F.G.D.P. (UK)
Dr
Dr.PP.Godbold
Godbold
BDS Brist 2001, DPDS 2010,
B.D.S. (Bristol)
MFDS 2003 DipRestDent
M.F.D.S.
2017
RCS(RCS
Eng,Eng)
MSc

157
157Worcester
WorcesterRoad
Road
Hagley
Hagley
NrStourbridge
Stourbridge
Nr
WestMidlands
Midlands
West
DY9
0NW
DY9 0NW
Tel:01562
01562883
883177
177
Tel:

Hagley
Hagley

www.hagleydentalpractice.co.uk
www.hagleydentalpractice.co.uk

Dental
Dental

Practice
Practice

Your Local Independent Dental Practice
Your Local Independent Dental Practice

Full
treatment available
available
Full range
range of
of treatment
Orthodontics
Implants
Orthodontics Implants
Easy Parking New Patients Welcome
Easy Parking
NewHygienist
Patients Welcome
Dental
Dental Hygienist
SURGERY HOURS

Mon
8 am – 4 pm
Mon
8 am – 4 pm

Tues – Wed
Thurs
SURGERY
HOURS
8.30 am – 5.30
pm
9 am – 7 pm
Tues – Wed
8.30 am – 5.30 pm

Paul Carew

Thurs
9 am – 7 pm

Fri
8 am – 2 pm
Fri
8 am – 2 pm

Registered in England & Wales No. 08487644

Painter & Decorator
Mob: 07527 545023
Tel: 0121 550 5462

Locally based firm providing proactive
recommendations and working together with you to
assist with your accountancy and taxation services

SERVICES PROVIDED

City and Guilds Qualified
Internal and External Work
Free Quotation
41 Cherry Orchard Avenue
Halesowen
West Midlands
B61 3RY

Self-Assessment Tax Returns
VAT
Sole trader and Partnership accounts Payroll
Limited Company accounts
Corporation Tax
Bookkeeping
Business Start Ups
Auto-Enrolment Pension requirements

Please contact us ……
T: 01562 66066
E: info@ks-accountancy.co.uk
W: ks-accountancy.co.uk
First Floor, Attwood House, 220 Marlpool Lane,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 5HW
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FAIRFIELD VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

MORNING

AFTERNOON

EVENING

Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
FVCA

Air Ambulance Dance
Preschool / Jo's Dance
Preschool
Social Wednesday
Preschool
Preschool
Family Party

Line Dancing
Sequence Dancing
Hall Management Committee
Zumba
Martial Arts

Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Festive Fairfield

Preschool / Jo's Dance
Preschool
Tea, Talk, Tech
Preschool
Preschool
The Snow Dancer

Line Dancing
Sequence Dancing
WI
Zumba
Martial Arts

Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool
Preschool

Preschool / Jo's Dance
Preschool
Festive Fairfield
Preschool
Preschool

Line Dancing
Sequence Dancing
Festive Fairfield
Zumba
Martial Arts

Line Dancing

Children's Party

Children's Party

CLENT PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
MORNING
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Weds
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

AFTERNOON

EVENING

Private Booking

FROGS
Mothers Union

Tai Chi
Yoga with Chet
Ballroom & Latin class
Soaring Association

Keep Fit
Slick 6

FROGS
ELECTION
Keep Fit

ELECTION
WI Craft
Private Booking

Tai Chi
COMIC Theatre Co
Yoga with Chet
Ballroom & Latin class
ELECTION

Private Booking
COMIC Theatre Co
Yoga with Chet
Ballroom & Latin class
WI
Clent School
Fundraisers

Fundraisers
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Tree Tops
N. Morgan
Professional Experienced Tree Surgeon
• Sympathetic work undertaken, Thinning, Reducing, Cable Bracing,
Cavity Work, Planting, Felling, Fruit Pruning, Hedge Cutting, Sited
tidied
• Stump Grinding Service
• Member of Arboricultural Association
• Royal Forestry Society & NPTC Qualified
• Free Consultation
Tel: Belbroughton (01562) 730 556 Mobile: 07798 804 388
(24 hour Answering Service)

Need an Electrician?

*Extra sockets * House extensions/conversions * Lights fitted
* Rewires * Fuseboard upgrades * Fault Finding / RCD tripping faults
* Portable Appliance Testing * EV points * CCTV/alarms/data cabling
* Electrical Reports for Landlord/property sale or purchase * Garden Lighting

No Job too Small
Honest, local, friendly, reliable & tidy service
Domestic. Commercial & Industrial Electrical Installations
Call Ian for a free quote on 01562 883129 or 07886 483737

WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE
DECEMBER

JANUARY

2nd

3rd, 15th, 22nd & 29th Fairfield Flicks –
See inside for details
th
4
Social Saturdays at Fairfield Village
Hall, 10-11am
6th
Belbroughton & Fairfield Parish
Council 7.30pm Jubilee Room, REC
9th
Clent WI 7.30pm Clent Parish Hall
th
9
Clent MU AGM 2pm Clent Parish Hall
11th Twelfth Night event.
Theatre group ‘Don’t Go into the
Cellar”
th
16 – 18th
COMIC present
‘Out of Order’ – a farce – at Clent
Parish Hall
th
20
Clent Parish Council 7.30pm
Clent Parish Hall

4th 7th
5th
5th
6th
8th
11th
11th
12th
13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
17th
18th
19th
19th
22nd
27th
31st

Belbroughton & Fairfield Parish
Council 7.30pm Fairfield 1st School
Fairbourne Dodders present Cinderella
the pantomime at Dodford Village Hall
MU Branch meeting and
Christmas Tea 2.30pm
Clent Parish Hall
Fairfield WI trip to Mappleborough
Green Garden Centre 10.30am
Clent School Christmas Fayre
3-6pm
Slick6 present Christmas Blessings
2.30pm Clent Parish Hall
Fairfield Flicks 2.15pm FVH
Fairfield WI 7.30pm Fairfield Village Hall
ELECTION
Belbroughton Horticultural Society
Christmas Supper 7pm
Belbroughton Church Hall
Clent WI Craft Group
Belbroughton Christmas Coffee
Morning, Church Hall 10am-noon
The Snow Dancer 3.30pm FVH
Annual Carol Service on the Village
Green, Belbroughton 4pm
Carols with Clent School at
St Leonard’s 6.30pm
Carols around the Xmas Tree 7pm
Fairfield Village Hall
Clent WI 7.30pm Clent Parish Hall
Christmas Festivities
Carol Singing in Clent, 7pm meet at
Bell & Cross
Clent Parish Hall fundraisers present
Anthony John Clarke – concert 7.30pm
Clent Parish Hall
Post Christmas Ramble 10am Swan
Fairfield
FVH New Year’s Eve Party 8pm

FEBRUARY
6th
19th
22nd

Clent MU Candlemas Party 2pm
Clent Parish Hall
Belbroughton History Society –
The Blue Bird Toffee Factory by
Julian Hunt
Belbroughton Scythe Fund – Crossing
The Rhine with the Trench Raiders
Belbroughton Church Hall

MARCH
12th

18th

Belbroughton Scythe Fund –
Celebrations marking 75th Anniv
Of VE Day – Comedy evening with
Dinner at Ye Olde Horseshoe
Belbroughton History Society –
In Their own Write: Letters from the
Poor by Sarah Bradley,
Belbroughton Church Hall

Many events at Fairfield Village Hall – see
inside for details
Friends for Lunch, Belbroughton - last Tuesday
of the month 12-1pm
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