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Report of the Parochial Church Council of Belbroughton-with-Fairfield 

 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020  

 

BACKGROUND  

The Parish of Belbroughton-with-Fairfield comprises the churches Holy Trinity, Belbroughton and St 

Mark’s, Fairfield and is part of the Diocese of Worcester within the Church of England. 

 

Canon Sue Oliver will be retiring in 2021.  The Reverend Canon Wyn Beynon is taking early retirement 

to move with his wife as she takes up a curacy in the Greater Dudley Deanery, and will act as an Interim 

Minister (non-stipendiary part-time) for our churches, from September 2021. 

 

St Leonard’s Clent is leaving the Holy Cross South Group in February 2021, to join with Hagley 

churches.  The future of St James the Great, Churchill, St James the Great, Blakedown and St Peter, 

Broome, with regards to the Holy Cross South Group, is that it is most likely that they will be leaving 

within a year.   

 

The reorganisation of the Deaneries means that Belbroughton and Fairfield churches are now within 

the Bromsgrove & Redditch group, of which the Rural/Area Dean is Revd Paul Lawlor. 

 

2020  was a year of great change. 

 

 

PURPOSE and OBJECTIVES 
 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Belbroughton-with-Fairfield is responsible for the financial 

affairs of the church. It is responsible for the maintenance of the church buildings and adjacent 

graveyards at Holy Trinity, Belbroughton, and St Mark’s Church, Fairfield together with the 

Belbroughton Church Hall and the Parish Office.   In addition, it has a responsibility to assist the clergy 

in the management of church affairs in the parish, and promoting the mission of the church.  

 

The PCC is a charity and the members of the PCC are trustees.  The PCC is currently defined as an 

‘exempt charity’ because its annual income is below £100.000 and therefore it is not required to 

register with the Charity Commissioners.  

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL OFFICE (and address for correspondence) 

Belbroughton Church Office, 19 Church Road, Belbroughton, Stourbridge, DY9 9TE. 

Telephone 01562 730777 

Email bfcoffice@btconnect.com 

Website www.bfc-worcs.co.uk 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules.  Apart 

from the ex-officio members who are members by virtue of their status (eg the incumbent and 

readers), members of the PCC are elected by those members of our congregation who are on the 

Electoral Roll and who attend the annual parochial church meeting.  Everyone who attends our 

services or are involved with the local churches are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and 

to stand for election to the PCC.  In addition, the PCC can co-opt members with specific 

responsibilities through the year but their membership must be ratified at the following annual 

parochial church meeting  

 

 

Priest in Charge Rev. Canon Sue Oliver 

Readers Pauline Jones* Ex-officio    

Churchwarden – Holy Trinity Glynn Ashman* 

Churchwarden – St Mark’s (Mary Fairbairn now retired*) 

Hon. Treasurer John Penlington* 

Hon. Secretary Christine Thomas 

Other members Peter Jones 

 Wendy Penlington 

 Malcolm Portman 

 Anna Hunt 

 Carol Brogan 

 Undine Yates 

 

 

During calendar year 2020, the PCC held six meetings.  some of which were held on Zoom due to the 

COVID Pandemic restrictions.  Due to the pandemic and by decree of the Bishop, an annual parochial 

church meeting (APCM) was not held in 2020.     

 

 

COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES 

The PCC has a Standing Committee which has power to transact the business between meetings 

subject to directions given by the Council.  Members of the Standing Committee are denoted by * in 

the list of the PCC members.  The Standing Committee did not meet during calendar year 2020. 

 

 

Church Officers  

Church Officers are elected by the PCC and the following were appointed in 2020:  

Planned Giving Officer Wendy Penlington  

Electoral Roll Officer Margaret Ashman 

Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer Anna Hunt 
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ELECTORAL ROLL  

The number of parishioners on the Electoral Roll as at 31 December 2020 was as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Worship 

Pauline Jones, Alison Lewis and Kim Topham are licensed by the Bishop to take various services in 

Parish and to conduct funerals and to preside at ‘Extended Holy Communion’ when appropriate.  In 

addition, Rosie Padmore of Clent and Carol Brogan of Fairfield are Authorised Lay Ministers (Worship 

Leaders) – .  The PCC is grateful to all these individuals for their ministry.   

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

The independent examiner for the 2020 financial year is Mrs Jane Bailey. 

 

 

 

EMPLOYEES and CHURCH OFFICE 

The Church has two part-time employees who are administrators in the Church Office.  The employees 

report to the incumbent.  Appropriate deductions are made from earnings in accordance with the 

PAYE requirements of HMRC.  The PCC offered the employees a pension arrangement in accordance 

with the auto-enrolment requirements.   

 

The cost of operating the Church Office during 2020 and paying the staff was met partly by the PCC 

and partly from the Bournheath Trust and the parishes of Clent, Blakedown, Churchill and Broome. 

 

 

 

 

  

Holy Trinity, Belbroughton 40 

St Mark’s Church, Fairfield 24 

Total 64 
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WORSHIP 

Worship is usually based on Common Worship, Order One and adapted for each liturgical season. 

 

During the COVID pandemic there has necessarily been a reduction in the number and type of service 

which can be made available to parishioners.  Broadly the regular services which are available are: 

 

Holy Trinity, Belbroughton – In 2020, the church has endeavoured to hold one Holy Communion 

service, two Morning Praise and one Worship for All service per month. However, due to COVID 

restrictions and weather this has not always been possible.  When services were not allowed, the 

Church was open for private prayer.  Correct social distancing has been maintained.  It is hoped that 

normal services will resume in 2021. 

 

St Mark’s Church, Fairfield – Not many services were held in 2020, due to the effect of the COVID 

pandemic.  It is hoped that services will resume later in 2021, with two morning services a month, one 

being a service of Holy Communion. 

 

In addition, there are other special services from time to time. 

 

The group that attend Breach House Care Home each month has not been able to do so during the 

pandemic 

 

 

Lent study groups are usually arranged in the new Holy Cross South Group.  However these were 

postponed in 2020 due to the pandemic. 

 

SAFEGUARDING OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS  

The PCC has a duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016.   

 

The PCC is conscious of its obligations to protect children and vulnerable adults but it does not have 

current documentation describing the procedures in place.  The PCC will ensure that the governance 

and documentation are improved during 2021. 

 

 

 

Scarecrow Weekend 

The organization of the Scarecrow Weekend has now been transferred to a completely separate 

organization. and committee.  Due to the pandemic, a festival was not held in 2020. 
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BUILDING AND PROPERTY RESPONSIBILITY  
 

The Churches, Churchyards and Church Hall  

The PCC is responsible for the upkeep of the church buildings, adjacent churchyards and Belbroughton 

Church Hall  

 

During 2020, no major tasks were undertaken.  

 

The last quinquennial inspection of St Mark’s Church and Holy Trinity was in 2019.  The next 

inspection for is due in 2024  

 

The Church Hall has been closed for the majority of 2020.  Substantial work will need doing in 2021 

 

 

Finances - Insurance 

The church property insurance for the PCC is arranged with Ecclesiastical Insurance Group plc, 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ. 

 

 

 

Bank Accounts and Investments 

The PCC operates a bank account(s) with HSBC plc, 114 High Street, Stourbridge West Midlands DY8 

1DZ.  In addition, there is a deposit held in the Central Board of Finance Church of England Deposit 

Fund managed by CCLA Investment Management Limited.  

 

Appropriate controls are in place to ensure the moneys remain secure.  In particular, all payments by 

cheque must be authorised by any two named members of the PCC.  Nevertheless the Hon. 

Treasurer is able unilaterally to make bank payments but does so only after receiving appropriate 

authority to make the payments.   

 

Details of the PCC’s financial affairs are set out in the attached accounts and notes. 

 

 

 

Gift Aid 

 

Gift Aid has been claimed.  The amount received for 2020 was £4,402.40 

 

 

 

Risk Policy 

Although the PCC has not yet carried out a detailed risk analysis, it recognizes that there are major 

financial risks associated with the fabric of the two church buildings in the parish and Belbroughton 

Church Hall.  In addition, there is a serious risk that income from parishioners will be insufficient to 

sustain the PCC’s work in the parish and there are very few assets available to cover any shortfall 

which may arise.   This has been brought to the fore during the 2020 pandemic, when the church 

was unable to receive collection money for many of the Sundays when it had to close. 
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MAGAZINE  

A monthly magazine is published and distributed to subscribers and available to purchase in the local 

shop/post office in Belbroughton and Fairfield.  The cost in 2020 is 50p per copy.  The magazine 

publicises church and community news in Belbroughton, Fairfield and Clent.  The magazine is financed 

by sales, advertising, and donations.    The PCC is grateful to Christine Thomas and the various 

distributors.  The circulation of the magazine is approximately 750 copies each month. 

 

 

 

THANKS  

The PCC appreciates the continuing support given by all volunteers who undertake various tasks 

including flower arranging, serving refreshments, acting as verger or sidesmen, leading prayers, 

reading at services etc. 

 

 

 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR  

The PCC will be saddened to lose the support and guidance of Canon Sue Oliver on her retirement in 

April 2021.   

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC BENEFIT  

The PCC confirms that it has complied with the duty in section 17(5) of the 2011 Charities Act to have 

due regard to guidance on public benefit published by the Charity Commission.  

 

 

 

  



1 
 

Safeguarding information to be included in annual report 

 

“The annual report referred to in paragraph (1)(b) shall include a statement as to whether the 
council has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline 
Measure 2016 (duty to have due regard to House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults). “  APCMs and Safeguarding Guidance 2019 
 

Belbroughton with Fairfield PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and 

Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have due regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on 

safeguarding children and vulnerable adults). 

 

Table 1 Safeguarding activity 

Activity 2019 2020 2021 to date 
(01/01/2021-
07/05/2021) 

DBS Checks performed 5 2 3 

Referrals to DSA/ADSA 0 0 0 

Advice from DSA/ADSA sought 0 0 0 

DBS’s not renewed/lapsed 0 2 1 

Safeguarding C0 training completed 7 0 2 

Safeguarding C1 training completed 2 0 1 

Safeguarding C2 training completed 0 0 0 

 

• PCC members have been advised which safeguarding training they need to complete in 2021 

and supplied with details so they can access training.  Access to training during 2020 was 

restricted by the COVID pandemic. 

• The PSO has been invited to network meetings and receives the minutes of these meetings. 

• The Parish Safeguarding Toolkit has been completed using the online dashboard by the PSO 

and an action plan developed.  Implementation is the responsibility of Church Officers and 

overseen by the PCC.  A report on progress is available at each PCC meeting by sharing of the 

latest Dashboard report. 

• Current children’s activities in the Parish (before COVID) included the Open the Book 

(Fairfield) and Children’s Choir (Belbroughton).  Adult activities include visiting nursing and 

residential care homes (The Forresters and Breach House), Adult Choir (Belbroughton), 

Coffee Mornings (Belbroughton) and Bellringers (Belbroughton).  It is still unclear how many 

activities will resume in 2021/2022. 

• Role descriptions are in place where appropriate. 

• Safer recruitment policies are followed.   

• Social Media guidance has been developed for local use and an accompanying Social Media 

Policy. The first draft was considered at the PCC meeting 05/05/2021. 

Anna Hunt  jimannahunt@hotmail.co.uk 07734 942 536 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Belbroughton with Fairfield PCC 
06/05/2021 

mailto:jimannahunt@hotmail.co.uk


May 2021 

 

Organist’s Report  

 

Music plays an important part in most of our church services, enhancing our 
thoughts, words and prayers. 

In this difficult year, we have continued with music accompanying our services.  
Hymns have been included with the congregation following the words from behind 
their masks. 

It is sad to report that the church organ, which has long been in need of attention, 
has now developed a fault that makes it unplayable.  A solution needs to be found as 
a matter of urgency.  In the meantime, music will be played on the small, “Technics” 
instrument or piano as a temporary measure. 

We are fortunate to have a delightful and talented choir, who have been severely 
limited in their performances this year.  Although small in number, they lead the 
singing and occasionally perform an anthem when required.  We are very proud of 
them for the manner in which they fulfil their duties.  New members will always be 
made most welcome. 

Hymns are selected according to the church season or the theme of the service.  
Incidental music is included as appropriate, but should not interfere with the service 
nor with moments of silent prayer and reflection.  Suggestions for hymns and music 
are welcome and helpful. 

 

 

Irving Horne 



CHURCH FABRIC REPORT 2021 

 

No major expensive problems this year; but quite a few moderately expensive concerns. 

ORGAN 

The organ has been working intermittently and investigations reveal that the contacts 

associated with the blower are worn.  Unfortunately, the electrical ancillaries are 

encased in asbestos and therefore the electricians will not attempt a repair until the 

asbestos has been removed. 

The cost of this will run into many thousands or pounds and the consequences of this 

are still being debated within the PCC. 

BOILER 

During the winter, problems arose with the boiler failing to start on the timer.  This has 

improved since December, but it is possible that the coming winter will repeat the 

problem. 

DEBRIS FROM ROOF 

Occasionally, debris falls from the roof indoors, and collects on the carpet just above the 

steps, adjacent to the organ keyboard. 

This has not occurred recently; it is thought that is was either due to insect infestation 

(wasps?) or dry weather conditions. 

Consideration has been given to employing a drone to view the roof from the outside, 

but no action, as yet, has been taken. 

CHURCHYARD AND GRAVEYARD 

The graveyard is kept in excellent condition by our gardener, Joe Whiteman. 

Trouble is being experience with dog-fouling, therefore a new noticeboard has been 

purchased and erected at the entrance to the graveyard to inform people of the rules 

and regulations of the churchyard. 

Also, a fence has been erected at the west side of the graveyard, whereby no access is 

now allowed into and out of the graveyard from the new graveyard extension. 

Four trees have been trimmed in the graveyard (on the path just past burial of ashes), 

but further work needs to be carried out on the trees in the churchyard next to the wall 

which is adjacent to the Cenotaph. 

Without this work, the wall may fall over, with financial consequences and/or high cost 

liabilities. 



OFFICE 

No trouble experience this year and none foreseen in the immediate future. 

CHURCH HALL 

The responsibility for the Church Hall is currently being transferred from the PCC to the 

Hall Management Committee. 

 

 

 

Glynn Ashman 

















Belbroughton Church Management Committee 
 
2020 Annual Report for the Belbroughton & Fairfield PCC 
 
Attached are the minutes of the AGM which took place on 11 March 2020. These are 
awaiting approval.  
 
Due to the pandemic and resultant restrictions, the Committee have decided to postpone 
this year’s AGM.  Approval was sought from the Church Warden in respect of this decision. 
With the exception of one member, the current committee have agreed to remain in post 
until such times as we can easily hold a meeting in the Hall. Jo Holman, Vice Chair has stood 
down because she is relocating away from the area. We thank Jo for all her hard work and 
enthusiastic support over the last few years. Stuart Trett has kindly agreed to take on the 
role for the time being. 
 
For much of 2020, like many other venues, the Hall has been closed since the Government 
lockdown that came into force on 23 March 2020. During the first 3 months of 2020 the Hall 
operated as normal, with classes, meetings and events. A successful committee fund raiser 
took place on 14 March and this proved to be the last big event to take place before the 
pandemic restrictions put a stop to group activities.  
 
Coronavirus hygiene and sanitisation requirements, along with legislative restrictions on 
activity has meant that the Hall has remained closed. The Hall is regularly inspected, the 
committee is complying with the insurer’s terms for closure during the pandemic and has in 
place the legally required inspections and certificates. The Hall is in a stable position 
financially and is able to cover the fixed operational costs. 
 
As the PCC is aware, the committee have increasingly felt that the running of the Hall, would 
be better achieved by being independent of the PCC. By forming a separate legally 
constituted body, it would be easier to obtain grant funding and sign off on contracts for 
work and maintenance. The quinquennial property review and the resultant quotes for work 
have shown that somewhere in the region of £300k needs to be spent to put the Hall in 
good working order. During the summer of 2020, the PCC and Diocese gave agreement for a 
Hall charitable incorporated organisation (CIO) to be set up and for a lease to be granted in 
due course. The committee appreciate that this was not an easy decision for the PCC to 
reach and are very grateful for the continued support of the PCC members. Stephens Scown 
Solicitors have been instructed to undertake the work of forming Belbroughton Village Hall 
CIO and will deal with the lease in due course. The Chair, Treasurer and Secretary will be the 
trustees at the inception of the CIO, with others being elected in due course. 
 
As soon as the CIO and a lease are in place, then the committee will resume the planning 
and scheduling of the repair work that is required. In addition, concerted efforts will be 
made to raise further funds for all the very costly work that is required on the Hall. We are 
on a deadline with regard to some work. A full electrical re-wire is required by June 2022 
and it is hoped that this can take place at time of other work so that the wiring can be 
concealed as far as possible (rather than surface mounted as at present).  
 
In the short term, the committee continues to monitor the situation regarding the pandemic 
and public buildings and will reopen when it is safe and viable to do so. 








