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Specialist in Aga–Rayburn appliances
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed
We service gas, oil and L.P.G appliances as
well as offering new and reconditioned Aga and
Rayburn cookers
Let us give your existing Aga a new lease of life
with full or part re-enamelling and replacing of
tired and worn-out parts
Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073
najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk

Handyman Martin
Painter & Decorator
Tiling * Coving * Laminate Flooring
Flat Pack Assembly * Door Hanging

Telephone : 01562 754956 Mobile : 07779 656159

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
Replacement units for misted glass.
Replacement handles and locks.
Fred Barnfield
established 30years
Telephone: 01746 781912
Mobile: 07971 788489

HagleyEyecare
- S T U D I OAn Independent Family Business at
41 The Old Woodyard, Hagley Hall,
Hagley, DY9 9LQ
Eye Examinations
Contact Lens Clinic
Single Vision Glasses from £39.00
Other opticians’ prescriptions welcome.
Over 1000 frames on display; designer and budget
Free NHS Spectacles - Free NHS Sight Tests
Private Sight Tests £22.50
Easy Parking - Home Visits Available
www.hagleyeyecarestudio.co.uk
Tel: 01562 887138

Central Heating ・ Plumbing
ESTIMATES FREE
01562 700116 or 07836780637 40years experience

CLIVE COX (REGISTERED PLUMBER)

BROOME VILLAGE HALL: Next to Broome Church, DY9 0HA
(Access via Broome Lane) A GOOD PLACE TO MEET
Suits groups of up to forty. Bookings welcome.
Available at weekends and on some weekdays.
Enquirers please phone

01562 701259
or 07778 397907
or email: broomevillagehall@gmail.com

(Also known as Blakedown Sports Cars)

All makes of cars serviced and repaired
MOT’s Catered for
Collection Service Available

New House Farm Ind. Estate, Belbroughton Road, Blakedown. DY10 3JH
Call John on: 01562 700898
or Mobile: 07976 427248
email: johnblakedownsportscars@gmail.com
Est. over 30 years

CHURCHILL VILLAGE HALL
Available 7 days a week, for Parties & Celebrations
Business Meetings & Classes
Catering can be arranged with a local company
Telephone: Mrs Sharon Addis on 01562 700230
churchillvillagehall@gmail.com

BLAKEDOWN PARISH ROOM
Belbroughton Road, Blakedown DY10 3JG
All queries and booking enquiries Tel: 01562 700788
Or via email to: blakedownparishrooms@gmail.com

Clent Dental Care
2 Eton Walk Hagley 01562 884160 www.clentdentist.com

Premier dental care – because you’re worth it …
Our highly experienced, dedicated, friendly team can provide for you …
Pain free anaesthetic, no numb lips with Quicksleeper pen anaesthetic
White Filling prices from £68, Children’s fillings from £12
Same dentist every visit
Tooth Whitening offer £199
Crowns, bridges, veneers
Orthodontics – tooth straightening for adults or children
Clear/white appliances; obtain fast perfect results with no tooth extractions!
Root canal treatment
Quality natural looking dentures
Experienced Hygienist
Smile makeovers
Tooth Implants – replace teeth permanently
Occlusal treatment – curing headaches, neck pain, tinnitus, tooth sensitivity
No waiting, tailored appointments to suit you
Ground floor easy access
Smooth wrinkles and lines using radiofrequency facials or Bo-Tox/filler treatments
Plasma facial (vampire face lift) to rejuvenate your face, neck, décolletage and hands hence - look
years younger

Dr N W Turner B.D.S – 39 years experience
DR Jessica Round BDS

It is our aim to provide a range of good quality
self-storage facilities at a reasonable price with a minimum rental
period of one month. Central village location
Please see our web site for more information.
www.belbroughtonstorage.co.uk
or call us on 01562

730874

(calls will be answered Clarkson Controls)
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Alison Lewis on becoming a Licensed Lay Minister to the
Holy Cross Group of Churches

Following a series of difficult circumstances in my
life, a Christian friend invited me to attend an Alpha
course. I found out so much about Christianity that I
didn’t know; that Jesus died for each and every one
of us, including me! I have to say, I was hooked, I
wanted to know more and that is where my journey
towards licensing started. I can honestly say, I
haven’t looked back since; well, only to see just how
far I have come and how I have grown in my faith
and love for Jesus over the years.
I felt God’s call on my life in the Spring of 2016 and
then followed the discernment process for two years.
Having been accepted, I began a two-year course in
September that year. In July 2020, I completed my
training at Queens College, where I studied for a
Durham University Certificate of Higher Education in Theology - no easy task for
someone who has been away from learning for over 30 years! Along the way, I
have laughed and cried, and enjoyed fellowship with others also called to serve God
in the capacity of Licensed Lay Minister.
Being called by God is both an honour and privilege. God has never ceased to
amaze me over the years. Being a Christian is very exciting. I have always been a
quiet, introverted kind of person and so, being expected to be out at the front of
church has not been an easy step for me to take, but I do it, driven by a desire that
everyone needs to know the love of God in their lives.
God has given me a purpose in life and, what God has done for me, he will do for
others. God invites everyone into a personal relationship with him, giving us hope for
the future.
September is often seen a month of change, the weather cools and the leaves start
to fall, the nights are drawing-in, the new school year begins, some will be off to
university. In this month, I will attend Worcester Cathedral to receive my license from
the Bishop, just prior the re-opening of St Leonard’s. Together with Kim Topham,
who is being ordained as a deacon, we will both be welcomed back in our respective
new roles into our church. These are new beginnings for us, and we have to trust in
God’s divine guiding and enabling for us both to do our part as we pray ‘Thy
Kingdom come’ to these villages.
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Ordinations 2020 – Kim Topham
For those of you who don’t already know me, my name is
Kim and I’m the new assistant curate for the parishes of
Hagley and Clent. I live in Clent with my husband, Steve
and we have five children and four Grandchildren – two
dogs, two cats, two ducks, five hens, and 50,000 bees!
I should have been ordained back in July, but this was
postponed until 26th September at which point I was blessed
by being ordained Deacon in Worcester Cathedral. My face
literally ached, as I couldn’t stop smiling, what a joyous
occasion it was. Whilst searching for something online the
other day I came across a 16th century description of a ‘Curate’, as written by Maria
Grace.
A curate was usually a young man – oh dear, I’m neither young nor a man.
Just recently ordained – that’s me.
Who assisted or sometimes performed the duties of a clergyman – can’t wait!
A curate’s wages would be paid from the vicar’s own pocket – has someone told Revd
Richard this?
As little as £50 a year, not enough for a maid – well what you’ve never had, you never
miss.
A vicar did not have to give up the parsonage to the curate – he will be pleased.
The piece continues to describe some of the duties of a vicar or curate.
The clergyman’s duties in the church included holding service on Sundays and hold
Holy Communion at least three times a year. Midweek duties included baptisms,
marriages and funerals and visiting the sick. Outside of the church, clergyman
officiated at parish meetings to discuss local affairs including charity, parish
employment, care of the poor, repair and maintenance of the church and election of
the churchwardens. The parish was responsible for the administration of the poor laws
and elected Supervisors of the Poor who collected the Poor Rate taxes from the
wealthier parishioners. The parish also appointed two surveyors to supervise the
maintenance and repair of roads. Thus, whether vicar or lowly curate, the clergyman
played a major role in the life of his parish community.
Now although I don’t intend to sort out neither Clent’s or Hagley’s pot holes, nor do I
intend to collect taxes, I really do hope to play a significant role in both parish
communities. As lockdown eases, I hope to get round to as many community groups
and events as possible, as well as meeting on a one to one basis. I look forward to
meeting you all over the coming months, so please remember to invite me along and if
there’s tea and cake – I’ll be there!
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Letter from Bishop Martin
2020 has been such a strange year. Autumn has arrived, yet in
some ways the year never seems to have got started. I feel I am
still living with so many uncertainties, and trying to make plans
on the constantly shifting sands of guidance and advice based
on ever evolving Covid realities. We are all learners in this, and
pioneers too as we discover new ways of being church.
Tiredness and fatigue are very natural too and sometimes the
weight of it all can press very heavily. I’m so encouraged by the
prayerful determination in our churches to be to be people of hope, even in the darkest
times.
Traditionally we celebrate Harvest at this time. Its been a tough year for farmers, with
heatwaves, droughts and floods. Sowing seed in a wet winter was almost impossible,
and many grain harvests have been poor. Nevertheless lorries and trailers filled with
bales of straw and hay are testimony to the resilience and grit of our farmers, who just
had to ‘carry on carrying on’, pandemic or not. I salute all those who work on the land,
who produce our food and tend our environment. Brexit will affect them all, though its
still not clear how. They deserve our traditional harvest thanks and prayers.
We give thanks too for the harvest of Kingdom Values that have been so evident in
parishes up and down our diocese this year, for every glimpse of love, every act of
compassion, every shout for justice and every step into freedom.
May the Lord of the world, the Lord of the harvest, bless you and keep you. One God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRISONS SUNDAY
Prisons’ Sunday, on the 2nd Sunday in October, begins a week of prayer for all those
affected by prisons and will be on 11 October in 2020. Each year, the Diocesan
Criminal Justice Affairs Group (CJAG) leads a service in the Cathedral – this year, it
will focus on the impact of Covid-19 on the criminal justice system.
Charmian Manship, from the CJAG said: “There are very real concerns that human
rights have been ignored in prisons during the pandemic. There is a huge backlog of
court hearings with raised anxiety of victims, witnesses and defendants; prison visits
have been suspended affecting family relationships and prisoners are only let out of
their cells for an hour a day with all education, social contact and gym facilities
withdrawn. Most contact between probation and those on supervision has been by
phone; and there is little mental health support.”
The diocesan Criminal Justice Affairs Group aims to offer a Christian perspective and
advises the Diocese on criminal justice matters. Members have experience of working
within the criminal justice system, crown prosecution service, police, prisons,
probation, youth justice, the parole board and defence lawyers as well as the Church.
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ST JAMES THE GREAT, BLAKEDOWN
During the continuing Coronavirus outbreak, even though Blakedown's church
building remains closed it is still possible to donate to the work of Blakedown
church online and via your
mobile phone
It is important that everyone continues to give as usual, as the high costs of running
the church buildings still have to be paid - Covid 19 may have stopped most things
but not those continuing costs unfortunately.

You can donate to Blakedown church by scanning the above QR code with
your mobile phone, or you can simply click on this link to be taken directly to
the donation page:
https://thy.ng/CUR008645

Donate to Blakedown church at give.net
Simply click on the link below to be taken to Blakedown church's give.net
donations page
https://www.give.net/20179617
Donate to Blakedown church by standing order
Bank Account number: 0003385202
Sort Code: 30-98-21
You can donate to Churchill church by standing order
Bank account number: 30232351
Sort Code: 40-43-17
Free will offering envelopes:
You can continue to donate to both Churchill and Blakedown
churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them through the
letterbox of number
69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily exercise.
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call
(01562) 700543.
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READINGS FOR THIS MONTH
Sunday 4th October
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 17
Isaiah 5.1-7
Philippians 3.4b-14
80.9-17
Matthew 21.33-46

(Green)

Sunday 11th October
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 18
Isaiah 25.1-9
Philippians 4.1-9
23
Matthew 22.1-14

(Green)

Sunday 18th October
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 19
Isaiah 45.1-7
1 Thessalonians 1.1-10
96.1-9(10-13)
Matthew 22.15-22

(Green)

Sunday 25th October
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Last after Trinity
Leviticus 19.1-2,15-18
1 Thessalonians 2.1-8
1
Matthew 22.34-46

(Green)

These readings are available with your weekly pews sheet, which can also be
found online at www.bfc-worcs.co.uk or emailed to you direct.

There is a weekly online Service video for all the churches within the group, the
Services starting at 10 am each Sunday. People can join the Service by going to the
"Services for this Sunday" page of the CBB website (see below). Some weeks will
be led by Canon Sue, some weeks by members of the ALM.
The link to the "Online Service for This Sunday", is now:
https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/online-service-for-this-sunday.html
and https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCToVq6Co2UxmbzgrvYbzfUg
Both these links can be found on the church website www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
The Weekly pews sheet is available by email; please contact the church office at
bfcoffice@btconnect.com to be sent one, or visit our website for the latest news at
www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
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NEWS

Sermon Podcasts
Each week a
sermon podcast is
available to listen to
and download from
the Diocesan
website. If you’d like
a short reflection on
the week’s readings,
do have a listen.

BLAKEDOWN CHURCH IS OPEN!
BELBROUGHTON CHURCH IS OPEN!
FAIRFIELD CHURCH IS OPEN!
CLENT CHURCH IS OPEN!
Please see list of services in Yellow Pages for details
Unfortunately, Churchill and Broome church are remaining closed for
the foreseeable future
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Pilgrimage Walk: Worcester Diocese; Cradley to Tewkesbury
Statistics:
Walker:
Rebecca
When:
August 4th to 8th 2020
Pack weight:
1. stone (fine)
Distance walked: 50 miles (+++ for getting lost)
No of days:
5
No of Showers: 0
No of Maps:
2 x 1: 50,000
No of Blisters:
5
Weight lost/gained: 0
Money spent:
£80
Carried not needed: pair flip flops, nuts and raisins
Wished I had
nothing
Would I do it again: Yes
Churches Visited: Cradley, Homer Hill, Lye High Street, Woolescote, Pedmore, Clent,
Broome, Churchill, Blakedown, Dodford, Bromsgrove, Tardebigge, Lower Bentley, Cruise
Hill, Feckenham, Dormston, Inkberrow, Rous Lench, Abberton, Bishampton, Fladbury,
Crophthorn, Elmley Castle, Overbury, Gloucestershire: Tewkesbury
As a promoter of walking pilgrimage in the UK I ask myself constantly, what is the point of it,
is it self indulgence by those fit and wealthy enough to enjoy an adventure, taking at the
expense of others, their countryside, churches, towns and villages with all their hard work
activities and services laid out for you, while you just pass through taking what you want,
giving nothing in return. This is what Martin Luther thought back in the early 16th century
and he convinced others, his Puritan mood raced over mankind sweeping all before it and
led to pilgrimage being banned in England by Henry VIII. Till then it had been the most
popular 'leisure' activity and continued in the east and now, centuries later, is returning in the
west with many revival movements 350,000 people a year and rising doing the Camino to
Santiago for example. But what is it?
Returning from a five days pilgrimage across the Worcester Diocese, from north to south,
Cradley Heath to Tewkesbury, I think the answer is Yes, I agree with Martin Luther, it is an
indulgence, but it doesn't have to be, it can be more.
On the indulgence side, the pilgrim gains spiritually. Put it this way, what would I have
gained if I had stayed at home? At home all is known and controlled, my prayers,
meditations, work, social life, all safe ordered as I want, constant slight adjustments make
me feel comfortable and emotionally happy. Only life events can jolt me out of the safe
routine, unemployment, divorce, illness, bereavement, dreaded things, but even they have
their normalities. Walking into the unknown however, beyond my tiredness level because I
have to and holding in my head the purpose of the journey, a walking meditation, this is a
challenge, some is out of my control, and therefore I learn new things. Letting go of safety,
trusting to God and humanity, the more you let go of control and be open to what comes, the
more you will gain. Yes, it is selfish, about me, but it could be more if you gave as you pass.
Some ways of giving are talking to people, praying for the community, and especially,
clearing and keeping the paths open as you walk. The greatest challenge in England is
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finding the way. Footpaths are poorly signed, many are prickly and overgrown and on

a 1:50,000 OS map even with a compass, very, very difficult to find, really a guide is
needed. Paths are walked near to settlements, but further afield not and locals just
can’t help with directions. If pilgrims walked the footpaths, their very footsteps
become a way for those that follow, as long as you don’t lead them astray (apologies
for the clichés, they are almost inevitable when writing about pilgrimage). Secateurs
help, noting stiles that need repairing, places that really, really need a sign and then
writing to the footpath officer and Ramblers Association, or returning yourself.
After my trip I remain reasonably confident therefore that promoting walking as a way
to developing spiritual truth is a good thing. The mood is there now in the population,
indeed the need for adventure and travel is a constant, people forget in the age of
safety, risk is as necessary as security. Denying risk and excitement in life leads to
depression or worse. The great problem though with pilgrimage in Britain is where to
stay. This is the nub of it. In the past people stayed at monasteries and hostels,
these are long gone. If you stay in B and Bs, you go back into control, comfort and
security, the pilgrimage becomes a holiday. If you wild camp, this is the best, but it
means carrying a lot of kit, being visible as you go and nimble in finding appropriate
places to stay. This is where churches come in. They are ideal, their purpose even.
Set every couple of miles or so, visible for all to see, they are the perfect place for the
pilgrim to unroll her/his bed mat. They would aid the spiritual journey, the pilgrim is
resting in a holy place, the place where the early preachers first set their preaching
cross, at the centre of the community, around which the rest of the landscape was
organised. The whole landscape then becomes holy.
This year planning my walk around churches was more
difficult due to the Corona closure. However, after
sketching out the Worcester Diocese on OS maps, I
found vicars I phoned on my route (located from 'A
Church Near You' website) all extremely positive and
supportive. Three churches, Blakedown, Tardebigge
and Inkberrow were able to accommodate me and on
the fourth night I slept out under the stars in a church
yard, watching swifts dart and weave overhead and
waking long after dawn, it was fine – honestly it was.
The first stopover was Blakedown, a small medieval
church, but inside with some remarkable 1930s wood
carvings. I unrolled the bed mat on a side aisle floor,
and slept well in a friendly, secure place. In the morning
I had tea and a fried egg sandwich at the village shop – Crumbs. Canon Sue Oliver
and Church Warden Andrew welcomed me and I had supper with Sue and her
husband, she showed me the book The Way Under our Feet by Graham Usher and
told me that her parishes were developing local pilgrimages, routes themselves from
2 to 15 miles around the parishes. This seemed a great idea, one I had not thought
of, again churches would be at the centre of these day walks, as meditation places,
toilet and water breaks.
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The second night I stayed at Tardebigge. I was so pleased to walk
to this church as for years, when I lived in Birmingham, it was a
landmark for me with its tall steeple, set high on a hill, overlooking
Tardebigge canal locks but I had never found my way to it. I was
welcomed here by warden Jane Hall and unrolled the bed mat in
the church hall facing the church. Jane showed me round the
period 17th century church built on an ancient site by the local
large landowner, for prestige and beauty and showing God's
presence for the villages around for centuries to come. Jane was
very supportive of the idea of the hall being used for pilgrimage, as
a different but still worshipful way of using the church buildings,
and suggested I visited St Mary's in Lower Bentley, also in her
wardenship. I did the next day. St Mary's, secluded and set in
beautiful countryside and is an ideal place for pilgrims if a compost
toilet (with drinking water in bottles) were provided.
The third night I stayed in Inkberrow, a wonderful medieval church on a hill with magical
views. I put the bed roll in a taped off side aisle (for coronaviral isolation purposes) and at
night heard the bell mechanism whirrs (and bells) and many creaks and woke with the dawn
through the east windows, as I felt had many night vigilers had before me. I had supper with
Rev Bruce Rienstra and his wife and church wardens in The Old Bull next door (famous as
the Archers 'Bull'), buzzing with people chatting and laughing Bruce also cares for
Dormston Church which I had walked to the day before and is on the Via Beata way, and
also, if it had an outside toilet would be an ideal pilgrimage rest point.
Nearly all of the churches I visited had drinking water, benches and shady places to sit, so
already provide rest for travellers. Some had toilets (though all were locked), some had
church halls, some were near pubs or village shops. These churches are ready to welcome
pilgrims, with some planning, e.g.
•
•
•
•

key pad locks with a phone number which a potential pilgrim could ring
small welcome sign or symbol
short instructions (light switches, water points, toilets, church idiosyncrasies)
one night only rule established (via the key pad phone call)
Others churches need to build a toilet, in the church or outside, compost, trench or flush.
Water for those not on mains could be provided in bottles (I have visited churches where this
is done, and been very grateful to them).
In retrospect the walk had very few low points, pilgrimage is about accepting everything
without judgement. I think of the walk as a whole, from the Black Country hills to the Severn
valley fields. There were some particular highlights the magnificent Clent Hills, Bredon Hill
in the early morning and meeting Richard, the only other person on a steaming Ashchurch
station. He told me he was on his way back to Cardiff after two years in Tewkesbury
sleeping out in shop doors, parks, everywhere. He had the confidence of creating home
wherever he was and that indefinable knowledge I have occasionally perceived in someone
else but haven’t arrived at yet myself.
To participate in walking pilgrimage in England and for more information please contact
www.ChurchWalkingPilgrimages.org
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NEWS
From the PARISH REGISTERS:
St Peter’s, Broome
Interment of Ashes:
28th July 2020

Lorraine Staton

Aged 66

St James the Great, Blakedown
Funeral & Burial:
2nd September 2020

Peter Richard Wormington

Aged 87

You can now donate to Blakedown church with your mobile phone; simply scan the
QR code with your phone,
or go to the donations page at: https://thy.ng/CUR008645

GIVING TO THE CHURCHES
There are a number of ways that donations can be made towards the work of the
three churches in our parish.
Free will offering envelopes: You can continue to donate to both Churchill and
Blakedown churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them
through the letterbox of number 69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily
exercise.
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call
(01562) 700543.
By gifting online through give.net which is part of 'Stewardship' - a Christian
Charity.
give.net is easy to use....
Eg, go into www.give.net and click onto ‘Find a Charity’
Type “Blakedown and Churchill Churches, wait a moment for the church to pop up
and then follow the simple instructions.
NB it is quite common for this not to work first time, in which case please re-type and
all should be revealed!
For UK taxpayers, there is gift aid box to tick and Stewardship remits the tax reclaim
to the church, thus easing the burden on the Acting Treasurer.
The only income that your churches receive is from the generous gifts made by members of
the congregations and communities. From these gifts the general running costs of the
church buildings have to be met (there are always repairs needed to these beautiful old
buildings) and the stipend of your Priest, the Rectory running costs and all church mission
and outreach costs.
So, ALL contributions are very, very gratefully received.
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KITCHEN CORNER

Lemon Biscuits
Easy, so crumbly and utterly delicious and melt in the
mouth moreish. The trouble being, one is never
enough. Hey ho. I have had this recipe for years and
they never fail. This quantity makes about 18-20
according to size of course, but easily doubled of
course. Made and cooked in about 20 mins plus
chilling. Store in an airtight container. Please use
unwaxed lemons.
Pre heat your fan oven to 160C and lightly butter a large baking tray.
In a medium mixing bowl: place
6 oz plain flour
the finely grated zest of a very large lemon or two small/medium
4 oz softened, [warm, room temp] butter
Using your hand, gradually work the butter, zest and flour together to form a stiff
mixture, then work in:
2 oz caster sugar
Chill for 30 mins.
Transfer to your work surface and carefully roll out until your mixture is about ¼ inch
thick. Cut into rounds or whatever shape takes your fancy. I used a simple fluted 2½
cutter. Bring together and re roll off cuts. Carefully place the dough on your prepared
baking sheet and bake for about 12 mins. Allow to cool on the tray for a moment or
three then cool on a rack. Sprinkle over a little caster.
Oh my! Yum yum. So lemony and buttery. The minute the above were cold my
husband ate four right off!! I had to rescue some to take the photo.
© Recipes from a Cornish Kitchen
Do you have a recipe to share? If so, please send it along to the Editor
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Extract from the Broadcast Magazine October 1920:
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BLAKEDOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

BLAKEDOWN CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
BIRMINGHAM ROAD
BLAKEDOWN
KIDDERMINSTER
DY10 3JN
Telephone/Fax: 01562 700243
Email: office@blakedownprimary.worcs.sch.uk

WELCOME BACK
The staff and Headteacher have been working hard to prepare for the children’s return
and they are all looking forward to seeing them back. Prior to the summer break, Details
were sent out outlining the organisation for the return to ensure that everyone can all
continue to stay safe. Most of this information will be staying the same, so the children
and families are familiar with it. The delivery and collection of the children will remain
the same, children will be in their normal year groups and will stay in their collective
bubbles throughout the day with staggered play and lunch times to minimise the number
of children using facilities. Increased cleanliness is the routine for all of us and this
continues in school.
INVESTMENT IN THE SCHOOL SITE
The school has had an office refurbishment and new fencing and gates to make the site
more secure over the summer. Some of the outside work may still be ongoing, but this
will all be outside work which will not affect the children. We hope the village appreciate
our smarter frontage and that it is more welcoming for families.
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE FROM THE SCHOOL
Wrap around care provision will be starting on 28th September, which we have put
together to support families so that the children can remain in safe year group bubbles
and to give some added flexibility to the working day for parents and carers.
To begin with the provision will be as follows:
7.30 a.m. – 8.30 a.m. pre-school provision (no food provided and drop off to be from
7.30 a.m. up to 8.00 a.m.).
After school provision will be until 4.30 p.m. (drink and snack provided).
The provision will be operated by school staff – teaching and non-teaching.
Children will remain in their year group bubbles for each session.
Each session will be £5.
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There will be a requirement to book in a fortnight beforehand to enable the
organisation of staff and payments will be made via Payment for schools (P4S).
During our initial stage of provision (up to Christmas), there will not be a facility to use
childcare or employment vouchers, however, as planning for our extended provision
continues over the term, these will be utilised in the future.
SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL
We now have a School Crossing Patrol; whose name is Gail Brown. Gail will be on duty
8.25 a.m.-8.55 a.m. and 3.10 p.m.-3.30 p.m. It has taken a lot of work behind the
scenes by parent and community groups for our school to qualify for a patrol person,
therefore please do cross with Gail, but also remember to observe social distancing.
Our crossing patrol will operate from the school side of school only as this is where the
visibility is best, however you are able to cross from either side with her and should wait
until she is in the centre of the road and instructs you to cross before stepping out. This
will be particularly important when you are crossing from the opposite side to which our
patrol is stood due to the high volume of large vehicles using this road, as normally the
patrol would hold people back using the stick as a barrier and this will not be possible if
she is on the other side of the road. Thank you to all the community for your support in
getting this most important safe crossing a fixture for the school.
Welcome to Mrs Brown from the school community.
ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOL
As information becomes available and feedback is digested, arrangements are being
made the diary for activities for sport, music and creative arts are underway as usual at
Blakedown School. We will be able to share news of these as time passes. First we will
settle into the new routine, welcome our newest young pupils and develop activities in
line with government safety guidance to keep our broad and diverse curriculum,
including forest school, expanding the horizons for the pupils, while keeping everyone
safe.
BLAKEDOWN SIGNAL BOX
Booking the Signal Box. The Signal Box in Mill Lane remains closed and is currently
unavailable for bookings due to national restrictions to combat corona virus.
It is normally available for hire for small meetings and children’s parties. Full disabled access
including lift. Free Wifi. Various seating plans are available - there will be one to suit your
needs at just £10 per hour – proceeds and donations to the Churchill and Blakedown Villages
Trust for the upkeep of the Box. Contact via Facebook, or phone Jim Long of the Historical
Society 01562 701168 or email jim@jwlong.co.uk for further details including bookings status
or to confirm your booking.
Signal Box lapel badges £3.50. Show everyone you are a Friend of Blakedown Signal Box
by wearing our high quality enamel lapel badge! On sale when the Signal Box is open or at
Historical Society meetings. You can also order by email from Jim Long. All proceeds to
Historical Society funds.
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Church Officers
Licensed Lay Ministers

Mr Gerald Dyer
Mr Andrew Hewines
Church Wardens
Churchill
Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer
Blakedown
Mr Andrew Yardley
Broome
Mr Michael Clark
Organist
Blakedown
Mr Graham Rock
Parish Office
Christine Thomas and Chrissy Roberts
Parish Safeguarding:
Mrs Sara Brehony
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer
Hilary Higton

01562 700748
07824 662344
07881 647005
01562 700393
01384 373015
01562 884926
01562 730777
01562 700691
07495 060869

Three Churches Website: cbbchurches.weebly.com
Churchill Church website: Churchill-church.weebly.com
Church Flowers
Churchill

4th October
13th October
18th October
25th October
29th March

Blakedown

Broome

Doreen Chatwin
Doreen Chatwin
Sue Harding
Sue Harding
Lent

Lent
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CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday October 4th
17th Sunday after Trinity
(Green)
9.30am
Clent & Hagley Holy Communion St John’s
10.00am
Holy Communion
Blakedown
11.15am
Harvest
Holy Trinity
Sunday October 11th
18th Sunday after Trinity
(Green)
9.30am
Clent & Hagley Holy Communion St Saviour’s
10.00am
Harvest Celebration Service
Blakedown
11.15am
Holy Communion
Holy Trinity
11.15am
Worship4All
(Harvest)
St Mark’s
Sunday October 18th
19th Sunday after Trinity
(Green)
9.30am
Clent & Hagley Holy Communion St John’s
10.00am
Morning Praise
Blakedown
11.15am
Worship4All
Holy Trinity
Sunday October 25th
Last Sunday after Trinity
(Green)
9.30am
Clent & Hagley Holy Communion St Leonard’s
10.00am
Informal Praise
Blakedown
11.15am
Holy Communion
Holy Trinity
11.15am
Holy Communion
St Mark’s
St Leonard’s church is open each Wednesday morning 10.30am til 12.00noon
for private prayer
Every Sunday at 10.00am Canon Sue’s streamed service is online
Every Sunday at 11.00am Clent & Hagley’s Zoom service is online
The link to "Online Service for This Sunday", is:
https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/online-service-for-this-sunday.html
and https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCToVq6Co2UxmbzgrvYbzfUg
We will also worship together with others from Hagley and Clent on Zoom. You are invited to
“attend” Sunday Worship on Zoom – at 11.00 am every Sunday.
Please visit http://www.clent-worcs.co.uk/ for the link to this
This week’s Sermon podcast from the Diocese of Worcester can be found here:
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/your-faith/prayer-worship/sermon-podcasts/
The week’s Sermon podcast is available from the Diocese of Worcester and can be
found under the news section of https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs
Blakedown Scouts

5.30pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
6.30pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
6.00pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
5.45pm – 7.00pm Thursday
Scout Hut
6.30pm – 8.00pm Monday
Scout Hut
7.00pm Wednesday
Scout Hut E: kd12gsl@gmail.com
Chairperson of the Exec committee - Adele Reynolds
Archery
Times vary
Scout Hut
Parish Delivery Network
Andrew Yardley Tel: 01562 700393
Short Mat Bowls
7.30pm Thursday
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Blakedown Baby
9.00am Tuesday
Blakedown Parish Rooms
& Toddlers
Tel: 07740 373181
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Tel: 01562 700788
Blakedown Women’s Institute
Tel: 01562 700788
nd
7.30pm 2 Weds
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Blakedown Recreations Rooms (Snooker)
Mike Pitt Tel: 01562 700818
Blakedown Tennis Club
Tel: 07980 055823
Blakedown Cricket Club
Tel: 01562 700623
rd
Broome Women’s Institute 7.30pm 3 Weds Broome Village Hall
E: dmwsantus@gmail.com
Theatre 282 of Blakedown
7.30 Weds & Sun
Blakedown Parish Rms Tel: 07578 154070
Probus Club
Monthly at the Granary Hotel
Alan Tel: 01562 884348
Hagley U3A
Ian Powick Tel: 01562 883822
E: ian.powick@gmail.com
Churchill & Blakedown Sports Centre
Ian Challice Tel: 07786 545744
Churchill & Blakedown Historical Society
Jim Long
Email: https://candbhistorical.weebly.com/
Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177
Signal Box Booking
Jim Long
Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177
Blakedown Signal Box
Website: blakedownsignalbox.weebly.com
Churchill & Blakedown Parish Council
Clerk: Angela Preece
Tel: 01746 781171
Email: churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com
Broome Parish Council
Clerk: Beverley Drew
Email: clerk.broomepc@gmail.com
Blakedown & Hagley Branch of the
Secretary: Helen Roberts Tel: 03984 378934
Royal British Legion
Email: hgsroberts@aol.com 07962 980446
Wyre Forest District Council - Wyre Forest Rural Ward
If you have an issue regarding Wyre Forest District Council which you would like to discuss, then
please do not hesitate to contact your Wyre Forest Rural Team:Councillor Ian Hardiman Tel: 01562 631139
Email: ian.hardiman@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Councillor Marcus Hart Tel: 01562 851769
Email: Marcus.hart@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Councillor Lisa Jones Tel: 07854713819
Email: lisa.jones@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Or Member Support on 01562 732501 and they will pass the message on.
Worcestershire County Council (Chaddesley Division)
Councillor Marcus Hart Tel: 01562 851769
Email: mhart@worcestershire.gov.uk
Or Member Support on 01905 766650 and they will pass the message on.
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Church Office: 01562 730777
bfcoffice@btconnect.com

Priest:
Revd Canon Susan Oliver
01562 701076 Broome

Blakedown
Churchwarden:
Andrew Yardley

Churchill
01562 700393

Churchwardens:
Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer
Honorary Reader:
07881 647005
Mr Gerald Dyer
01562 700748
Honorary Reader:
Organist:
01562 700748
Mr Graham Rock 01562 884926 Mr Gerald Dyer
Hon PCC Secretary:
Hon PCC Secretary:
Mrs Mary Macdiarmid
Mrs Mary Macdiarmid
01562 700776
01562 700776
Treasurer:
Treasurer:
Mrs Janice Johns
Mrs Janice Johns
01562 700543
01562 700543
Church
Flowers:
Church Flowers:
Mrs Judy Tromans 01562 700108 Mrs Pauline Hayward
01562 700476
Distribution Manager:
--------------------------------------------Mrs Diana Reed Daunter
01562 700481
Parish Safeguarding Officer:
Broadcast Magazine
Sara Brehony
01562 700691
EDITORIAL
The Editor
01562 730777
Email:bfcoffice@btconnect.com

Churchwarden:
Michael Clarke
01384 373015
Honorary Reader:
Mr Gerald Dyer 01562 700748
Hon PCC Secretary:
vacant
Hon PCC Treasurer:
Mr Andrew Hewines
07824 662344
Church Flowers:
Mrs Fiona Middle
01562 887826
Distribution Manager:
Mrs Joy Gascoyne
01562 887735
Bookings Secretary for Village
Hall:
Mrs Carol Hingley 01562 701259
Planned Giving Sec:
Mr Andrew Hewines
07824 662344

OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
Mon-Weds 9-12am for Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms, Weds-Fri 9-12am for Broadcast Magazines
COPIES
Can be ordered from the Distributors or purchased from the Churches and ‘Crumbs’ in Blakedown
CONTRIBUTIONS
To: Church Office, 19 Church Road, Belbroughton DY9 9TE Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
COPY DATE Is the 10th of the month.
ADVERTISEMENTS / EDITOR
Contact: The Editor (Christine Thomas), on 01562 730777 at Church Office, address above, or Email:
bfcoffice@btconnect.com
WEBSITE
Blakedown, Churchill & Broome: https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/
Belbroughton, Fairfield & Clent: www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
Clent website: www.clent-worcs.co.uk
MISSION GROUP website: www.thebeneficemissiongroup.weebly.com

The PARISH NEWS accepts NO RESPONSIBILITY for the service, products or
otherwise of Advertisers in this publication.
Advertisements are reviewed on an annual basis, although ad-hoc adverts may be placed
throughout the year. Should you wish to place a new advert or make changes to an existing
advert, please contact the Editor Tel: 01562 730777 or Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
to be included in this publication
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BROOME PARISH COUNCIL
The planned meeting dates for the rest of the year (if restrictions are lifted) are
as follows:- 2nd December
All at 7:30pm at Broome Village Hall, members of the public are very welcome.
Beverley Drew
Clerk to Broome Parish Council
clerk.broomepc@gmail.com
Look at our website hosted by WCC www.worcestershire.gov.uk

CHURCHILL VILLAGE HALL
Churchill Village Hall - 07792 163 880
please book directly for any classes due to Track and trace as spaces are limited due to
Covid restrictions
MON

10-11am
7.30-8.30pm
TUES
11am-12pm
2-4pm
WEDS 10am-12pm
6pm-7pm
7-8.30pm
THURS 10am-12pm
FRIDAY 9.30-10.45am
1.30-3.30pm
8-9.30pm
SAT
10am-4.30pm

Yoga – Yogasouls
Adult Musical Theatre Fit Class
Yoga – Kate
Hagley Art Group
The Art Class
Andrew
Yoga
Energise Yoga
Ruth
Art Group
Yoga – Yogasouls
Creative Writing
Carol
Wine & Clay (sel dates) Andrew
Vic’s School of Musical Theatre

Emma
07973 376267
Vicky
07532 099992
Kate
07841 918841
Sue
07831 487648
E:andy@theartclass.info
Jo
class full
www.energiseyoga.co.uk
Gordon
07847 563214
Emma
07973 376267
E:carolcliffton@hotmail.co.uk
andy@theartclass.info
Vicky VSMT 07532 099992

Call Vicky for more details or to join waiting list for places (children from 8-18)
We do have limited availability if you’re looking for a venue to hold classes or a party (subject
to current COVID restrictions)

OCTOBER IN THE GARDEN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
© RHS.org.uk

Divide established rhubarb crowns to create new plants
Cut back perennials that have died down
Divide herbaceous perennials
Move tender plants into a greenhouse or conservatory
Plant out spring cabbages
Harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts
Prune climbing roses
Finish collecting seeds from the garden to sow next year
Last chance to mow lawns and trim hedges in mild areas
Renovate old lawns or create new grass areas by laying turf
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Meetings are still currently being held ‘virtually’ using the
Zoom application. Residents are entitled and welcome to attend the
meetings. The meeting identification number and password are displayed
on the noticeboards and Parish Council website. Alternatively, please
contact the Clerk if any assistance is required.
The Parish Council has changed the day that meetings are held to the second Monday of the
month, commencing with the meeting on the 12th October 2020. The following meeting dates
for the rest of 2020 are the 9th November and the 7th December.
Wyre Forest District Council Local Plan Review – The Plan was submitted to the Secretary of
State at the end of April 2020, Mary Travers BA(Hons) DipTP MRTPI has been appointed as
the Inspector to lead the examination in public. The examination is currently in progress.
Blakedown Shoppers Car Park – Wyre Forest District Council removed the one-hours free
parking on the car park from the 1st June 2020. The Parish Council Chairman wrote to Wyre
Forest District Council asking for this to be reinstated due to the detrimental effect this would
have on the village shop, Post Office and the other businesses in close proximity to the car
park. The District Council refused to even discuss this and said they had ‘drawn a line under
the matter’.
School Crossing Patrol Officer – the new Crossing Patrol Officer has now taken up her role at
Blakedown School which is fantastic news. Thanks to County Councillor Marcus Hart who has
worked so hard to make this happen.
The Parish Council is consulted by the Planning Authority, Wyre Forest District Council, on
planning applications that are made in the Parish. At the meeting in July 2020 (there is no
Parish Council meeting in the month of August) the following applications were considered:
20/0271/FUL12 Brookside Way Blakedown. Erection of two-storey dwelling with garage, and
associated parking and landscaping, following subdivision of plot and demolition of existing
garage. Erection of new garage for existing dwelling.
20/0430/TPO The Stream 2 Churchill Lane Blakedown. T1 - Fir tree - Fell tree to ground level Reason - excessive shading, rooted near a retaining wall - Fir tree unsuitable for location.
And decisions were noted on the following applications:
20/0320/HOU 29 Wannerton Road Blakedown. Erection of single storey rear extension, render
to front elevation and cladding to gable and new windows. Approved.
20/0313/FUL Bringstye Honey Farm Birmingham Road. Retrospective conversion of former
wholesale fruit and vegetable storage building into a 4 bedroom bungalow and the formation of
a new vehicle access onto Deansford Lane. Approved.
20/0403/PNH Oaklands Waggon Lane Ismere. Single storey rear extension. Approved.
20/0416/HOU Mapledown Stakenbridge Lane Churchill. Replacement of flat roof over front bay
window, over existing porch, over WC - with mono-pitched lean-to roof and construction of
external gable-fronted and timber-framed porch. Approved.
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20/0333/HOU The Old Barn Churchill Lane Churchill. Retrospective installation of 8no. PVCu
windows and 5no. proposed new replacement PVCu windows. Withdrawn.
The Parish Council has 3 Members for Churchill Ward, Chairman Cllr Richard Benney, Cllrs
Mrs Pauline Hayward and Cllr Gary James. There are 6 Members for Blakedown Ward, Vice
Chairman Cllr Roger Shade, Cllr Brian Hession, Cllr Jim Long, Cllr John Lorton, Cllr Paul
Mellor and Cllr Neil Rowlinson,
If you would like any more information on the Parish Council please contact the Parish Clerk,
Mrs Angela Preece, 01746 781171/07572108924 or email
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com.
website http://www.parish-council.com/ChurchillandBlakedown/index.asp
Angela Preece PSLCC
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council
Dated 6th September 2020.

BROOME WI
We continue to keep in contact with each other by email, updates
and quizzes sent by our President Gill. We did manage to hold an
Informal meeting with social distancing on the 22nd July in
Barbara’s garden; members brought their own chairs, drinks and
cake. Although no rain was forecast, we did have a few spots but
managed to keep dry under a variety of umbrellas. We all enjoyed seeing each other
and finished the afternoon with two rounds of Bingo. A meeting was planned for
Wednesday, 19th August in another member’s garden but due to inclement weather this
had to be cancelled. We had planned to hold a social distance AGM in September but
due to recent changes in COVID meeting regulations this had to be cancelled. We will
continue to keep in touch and communicate by email.
Our meetings are normally held on the third Wednesday of the month in Broome Village
Hall commencing at 7.30 pm. For more information contact: broomewi@gmail.com or
check our website: www.broomewi.com

BLAKEDOWN WI

We are still waiting to hold our first meeting but the Parish Room is
reopening very soon so hopefully we can welcome back our
members very shortly.
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Forthcoming Events at the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion
Forthcoming guest speakers’ evenings and events, held on the third Monday of the
months shown, in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion at 7.30pm. Entrance £2 members,
£4 non members
19 October 2020 POSTPONED “The Bluebird Toffee Factory” with Julian Hunt. A
reminder of all our local childhoods
16 Nov 2020

POSTPONED “Wartime in Worcestershire” with Paul Harding

We have planned a full programme of meetings for 2021, in the hope that we can
resume soon!

Historical Society Events at the Signal Box
Our website is live! Visit at https://candbhistorical.weebly.com. Here’s where it all
comes together, including online links to the Society’s digital archive and the archive of
the parish magazine going back as far as the 1860s!
Society Membership is just £10 for the year, renews every 1st April. Members
meeting entry £2, including refreshments….and there is our prize draw! If you want to
see what it’s like before joining, non-members are welcome at the speakers’ evenings for
just £4 on the door. For more information contact Jim Long on 01562 701168. You can
now renew your membership directly from your bank.
Society Members’ research participation – Do you have a local history project, or
would you like to hear about and contribute to those started by others? Do you have any
items to donate or lend? Contribute your own photographs to our digital archive and
photograph albums in the Signal Box, or record your own memories as part of our oral
history project.
Local archive – The Society is very pleased to be receiving increasing numbers of
donations from local residents for safekeeping. We are in the early stages of planning
setting up a physical archive in the Signal Box and the Committee would welcome offers
of help from anyone professionally experienced or otherwise. Are you a librarian, library
assistant or similar with any time to spare?
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
https://candbhistorical.weebly.com

Village life in Blakedown – echoes of happy times
This is the second article of a series called “Blakedown memories” compiled from the
personal memories of Yvonne Gregory, a Blakedown girl running the Post Office and Stores
with husband Robin until 1978.
In 1973 an oil crisis caused the government to issue petrol coupons through the Post Office.
This meant that the log book of every vehicle had to be stamped for eligibility. In those days
the Post Office issued TV, dog, fishing and gun licences, stamped pension and family
allowance books weekly. We also sold premium bonds, savings certificates and cashed green
giros and handled Post Office savings account books where the transactions were recorded by
hand. We also dealt with telegrams and money grams. Our Post Office money came every
morning with the postman for our daily business, our spare cash was sent back at the end of
afternoon in the same way. We had half day on Thursday, for both Post Office and shop,
when we went to cash and carry for stock. We were open until 6pm weekdays and until
5.30pm on Saturday.
Many characters used the Post Office and shop then, and as I was a local girl I knew all the
old folk and most of the newcomers to the village in the new houses that had been built in Mill
Lane and down by the viaduct. Some of the characters that came to the shop that I remember
well:- Mr Cotton who lived on Belbroughton road came in weekly to post a newspaper rolled
up with a label. After that he used to cycle to Kidderminster to get his shopping. No mean
feat since he was an elderly gentleman.
On the shop side we had a Mrs Parkin who lived in a cottage by the viaduct, she always smelt
strongly of cats, so the air spray came out after she left. I also remember her keeping a goat in
her garden when I was a small child.
Mrs Bond (a horsey lady) always wore a white Mack with a piece of string around as a belt.
Her husband was a stockbroker and his parents had owned the Wannerton Estate latterly sold
to the Cadbury family.
Another customer called Harold had learning difficulties. When he came into the shop it
was hard for us to understand what he wanted for his grocery order, so we used to write it
into his book for him because he didn't seem to be able to read or write.
Another lady who lived in Churchill a Mrs
Watt, used to come once a week and always
tried to butt-in in front of everyone else to buy
two lemon curd tarts. Everything you said to
her she replied “What? what?” in a loud voice.
I’ll leave you to guess whether Mrs Watt was
her real name!
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Another customer for the Post Office I remember was a pig farmer from
Deansford who came to buy his insurance stamps. Poor chap he didn't
realise the smell of his pigs came with him. The air spray came out again.
By this time we had installed a freezer display and chilled counter in the
shop, also a slicing machine for the cooked meat. We sold everything you
could think of from fruit and veg, wine and spirits, general groceries,
patent medicines, cakes, sweets, ice-cream, layers mash and corn for the
poultry etc etc. Bacon and sausage were sold loose, so you could have as
much or as little as you wanted. Ideal for an old person.
Cheese was cut fresh for you. A Mrs Ward had two ounces weekly for a robin who came to
her windowsill. Milk and cream were delivered daily by the milkman George Tranter who
had his cup of tea with us every morning (milk was in 1 pint glass bottles). Hawley's bakery
delivered the bread early morning and orders were put up daily to customers.
Fresh fruit and veg was delivered 3 times a week by Dicky Fletcher who went to Birmingham
market (he had his own shop in Blackwell Street Kidderminster). One morning Rob had a
surprise when he opened a box of Bananas to see a yellow frog inside. A phone call to Public
Health said it was harmless so it was released into the field the other side of The Avenue.
Some of our other vegetables (cabbage, cauliflower, sprouts, lettuce and green beans) we cut
fresh from a farmer's field in Deansford. We always called it "going to the cabbage patch".
Cream cakes came in several times a week from Mike Robinson who lived in Chaddesley
Corbett. I also made cakes and apple pies for the shop. I remember having a request for a
Dundee Cake that was going to Dubai. We made birthday cakes to order and my husband Rob
decorated them. Fresh eggs came from a farmer on the Worcester road on the way to
Harvington. We had pop deliveries from Corona and R Whites in glass bottles with a 3d
refundable deposit. We discovered a local boy was coming through the back gate, helping
himself to the empties, and bringing them into the shop for the refunds. A bolt was fitted
afterwards.
We also put up and delivered free of charge grocery orders three times a week. We kept a little
black book under the counter where we recorded people's grocery orders and things that
customers had on credit. Most people paid on time, just the odd one or two you had to chase.
During our years in the shop we had several shortages of goods. Sugar, cheese, toilet rolls,
and a bread strike. During the bread strike, my husband Rob's dad who was general canteen
manager at Hartlebury 25 MU supplied us with sacks of flour and fresh yeast so that our
customers could make their own bread.
Everything that people wanted to know about things going on in the village, they came into
the shop to ask us. Even one time wanting to know how long the roadworks were going to
take on the main road. In those days the Post Office and shop was
the heart of the community.
They were very happy times in Blakedown.
Yvonne Gregory (was Ricketts)
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ROTARY CLUB OF HAGLEY
Rotary Club of Hagley No 1328
District 1060

Godfrey Partridge phf, President and Public Relations Officer
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 4EF
Tel: 01562 827 225 E-Mail qshare.qa@gmail.com

The Rotary Club of Hagley Monday Evening meetings were suspended In April in line with
the requirements and guidelines for assemblies during the pandemic. However, the good
work of Rotary International continues and it was welcome news the Africa was declared free
of Wild Poliovirus, something Rotarians have been dedicated in eradicating since the 80s.
Rotarians of Hagley continued to find opportunities for social contact, despite the suspension
of our weekly meetings, though be it through computers, handsets, and the occasional phone
call.
Our fortnightly “Zoom” meetings have all been well attended. Keeping up with matters local
and international is the Rotarians prerogative and is well supported with interest from all
quarters.
Now conversant with the technology and the discipline of only one speaker at a time,
Rotarians have continued to serve as best we can, the interests of Hagley and surrounding
areas.
Sufficient to say a good time continues to be had by all and the meetings in August held on
the 3rd and 18th were enriched with our customary good humour and Rotary camaraderie so
we look forward to Zooming the Airways in September on the 10th and 21st and hopefully it
won't be long before we'll meet again in person.
So if readers would like to have fun with a purpose, consider joining our club who will be
meeting at 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm on Monday evenings by visiting our website at
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website.
Should anybody require help or assistance or just a friendly phone call during the
period of confinement just phone:
Martin Freckelton on 01562 700 391 or Dave Santus on 01562 886 529
They will be delighted to tell you more about our club
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – BLAKEDOWN & HAGLEY BRANCH
We have already confirmed that there will be a restricted Poppy Appeal in the area
covered by our Branch in 2020, due to the CoVid Pandemic restrictions. Apart from
paper poppies being distributed via the major supermarkets (of which we have none in
our area), the only source for poppy regalia is online via The Poppy Shop.
We have now finalised the arrangements for the commemoration of
Remembrancetide, again very much changed because of the Pandemic.
On Sunday, 8th November, we will be holding a Remembrance Sunday Service at the
Hagley War Memorial commencing at 11.00am with our Standard, and the two minutes
silence, led by Rev. Richard Newton.
Admission to the War Memorial will be restricted to those taking part in the service, flag
bearers and those laying wreaths.
Given that there is no Poppy Appeal in the area this year, any donations would be very
welcome – please contact Jonathan Plant on the number above for details about
cheque or Bank Transfer Payments. We do not have facilities to accept cash
donations this year.
I am sure that there will be space on the footpath outside the War Memorial, but we
must ask additional attendees that they comply with social distancing requirements,
and we will not be able to assist with arrangements.
As we are not using the public highway, there will be no measures in place to control
traffic at the roundabout.
On Wednesday 11th November, we will be holding a short Service of Remembrance
at 11am at Churchill War Memorial, with our Standard, the two minutes silence and the
laying of wreaths. The war memorial is open to the crossroads and the road is
relatively quiet, so we do not anticipate any issues in view of the limited number
expected at this event.
As The Royal British Legion, there was never an option that we would not
commemorate; albeit on a much reduced scale in 2020; the 69 residents of Hagley,
Churchill, Blakedown & Broome who have given their lives in conflict over the last 106
years.
We hope to return in 2021, to celebrate The Royal British Legion’s 100th Birthday, and
hope that this can return to our traditional commemoration.
Kind regards
Jonathan Plant
Treasurer, Blakedown & Hagley Branch, Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal Organiser – District MDA12 – Hagley
Poppy Appeal Organiser – District MD103 – Blakedown
E: jon.plant@outlook.com
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POETRY CORNER
For the Fallen
BY LAURENCE BINYON
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
Source: The London Times (1914)
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EXCERPTS FROM A DOG'S DIARY

EXCERPTS FROM A CAT'S DIARY

Day number 180
8:00 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
9:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY FAVORITE!
9:40 am - OH BOY! A WALK! MY FAVORITE!
10:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY
FAVORITE!
11:30 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY
FAVORITE!
12:00 noon - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY
FAVORITE!
1:00 pm - OH BOY! THE YARD! MY FAVORITE!
4:00 pm - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY FAVORITE!
5:00 PM - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
5:30 PM - OH BOY! MOM! MY FAVORITE!

DAY 752 - My captors continue to taunt me with
bizarre little dangling objects. They dine lavishly on
fresh meat, while I am forced to eat dry cereal. The
only thing that keeps me going is the hope of escape,
and the mild satisfaction I get from ruining the
occasional piece of furniture. Tomorrow I may eat
another house plant.

Day number 181
8:00 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
9:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY FAVORITE!
9:40 am - OH BOY! A WALK! MY FAVORITE!
10:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY
FAVORITE!
11:30 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY
FAVORITE!
12:00 noon - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY
FAVORITE!
1:00 pm - OH BOY! THE YARD! MY FAVORITE!
4:00 pm - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY FAVORITE!
5:00 PM - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
5:30 PM - OH BOY! MOM! MY FAVORITE!

DAY 762 - Slept all day so that I could annoy my
captors with sleep depriving, incessant pleas for food
at ungodly hours of the night.

Day number 182
8:00 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
9:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY FAVORITE!
9:40 am - OH BOY! A WALK! MY FAVORITE!
10:30 am - OH BOY! A CAR RIDE! MY
FAVORITE!
11:30 am - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY
FAVORITE!
12:00 noon - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY
FAVORITE!
1:00 pm - OH BOY! THE YARD! MY FAVORITE!
1:30 pm - ooooooo. bath. bummer.
4:00 pm - OH BOY! THE KIDS! MY FAVORITE!
5:00 PM - OH BOY! DOG FOOD! MY FAVORITE!
5:30 PM - OH BOY! MOM! MY FAVORITE!

DAY 761 - Today my attempt to kill my captors by
weaving around their feet while they were walking
almost succeeded. (Must try this at the top of the
stairs.) In an attempt to disgust and repulse these vile
oppressors, I once again induced myself to vomit on
their favorite chair. (Must try this on their bed.)

DAY 765 - Decapitated a mouse and brought them the
headless body, in attempt to make them aware of what
I am capable of, and to try to strike fear into their
hearts. They only cooed and condescended about
what a good little cat I was. Hmmm. Not working
according to plan...
DAY 768 - I am finally aware of how sadistic they are.
For no good reason I was chosen for the water torture.
This time however it included a burning foamy
chemical called "shampoo." What sick minds could
invent such a liquid. My only consolation is the piece of
thumb still stuck between my teeth.
DAY 771 - There was some sort of gathering of their
accomplices. I was placed in solitary throughout the
event. More importantly I overheard that my
confinement was due to MY power of "allergies." Must
learn what this is and how to use it to my advantage.
DAY 774 - I am convinced the other captives are
flunkies and maybe snitches. The Dog is routinely
released and seems more than happy to return. He is
obviously a half-wit. The Bird on the other hand has
got to be an informant. He has mastered their frightful
tongue (something akin to mole speak) and speaks
with them regularly. I am certain he reports my every
move. Due to his current placement in the hanging
metal room, his safety is assured. But I can wait, it is
only a matter of time.
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FUNNIES

Upgrade anyone?
The young woman who submitted the tech support message below (about her
relationship to her husband) presumably did it as a joke. Then she got a reply that was
way too good to keep to herself. The tech support people's love advice was hilarious
and genius!
The query:
Dear Tech Support,
Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct
slowdown in overall system performance, particularly in the flower and jewelry
applications, which operated flawlessly under Boyfriend 5.0. In addition, Husband 1.0
uninstalled many other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal
Attention 6.5, and then installed undesirable programs such as: AFL 5.0, NRL 3.0 and
Golf Clubs 4.1. Conversation 8.0 no longer runs, and House cleaning 2.6 simply
crashes the system. Please note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these
problems, but to no avail.
What can I do? Signed, Desperate
The response (that came weeks later out of the blue):
Dear Desperate,
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an entertainment package, while Husband 1.0 is an
operating system. Please enter command: I thought you loved me.html and try to
download Tears 6.2. Do not forget to install the Guilt 3.0 update. If that application
works as designed, Husband 1.0 should then automatically run the applications
Jewellery 2.0 and Flowers 3.5.
However, remember, overuse of the above application can cause Husband 1.0 to
default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1. Please note that Beer 6.1
is a very bad program that will download the Wind Breaking and Snoring Loudly Beta
version. Whatever you do, DO NOT, under any circumstances, install Mother-In-Law
1.0 as it runs a virus in the background that will eventually seize control of all your
system resources.
In addition, please do not attempt to re-install the Boyfriend 5.0 program. These are
unsupported applications and will crash Husband 1.0. In summary, Husband 1.0 is a
great program, but it does have limited memory and cannot learn new applications
quickly. You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and
performance. We recommend Cooking 3.0.
Good Luck! Webmaster MIPC.
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TEN OCTOBER FACTS
1.

The town of Tubingen in Germany holds an annual rubber duck race every
October
2. The Finnish for October is lokakuu meaning “dirty month”
3. The Anglo-Saxons called it Winterfylleth referring not to filth but the fullness of
winter, and because it had the first full moon of the winter season.
4. The October Revolution in Russia in 1917 took place in November but the
Russians still used the Julian calendar by which it was still October.
5. October is International School Library Month, and International Walk to School
Month
6. In the UK it is also Black History Month, Lupus Awareness Month, Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and National Cholesterol Month
7. Six US Presidents had October birthdays, which is more than any other month.
8. On any given day in the last week of October, there is a greater than even
chance that it will rain in London.
9. The Great Hurricane of 1780 kills 20,000-30,000 in the Caribbean
10. The UK celebrates the 21st as Apple Day.
Plea for consideration to others
Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.
When walking your dog, please give
consideration to others; clean up any
mess - it is unsightly and unhealthy.

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING WORK
AND RENDERING
30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

When driving, please give consideration
to others; drive more carefully, especially
where there may be pedestrians and
children and pets;
When burning your rubbish, please give
consideration to others; please only burn
rubbish that is non-toxic, at appropriate
times, and as little as possible to lessen
the harm to others with the smoke. Be
kind to the environment.
Luke 6:31 31Do to others as you would
have them do to you.

Clean Reliable Work Guaranteed
Call Ian Prosser 07495045219
ianprosser1@gmail.com

Word Search
HARVEST

APPLES

FESTIVAL

ONIONS

CROPS

PEAR

WHEAT

CORN

Harvest Sudoku

Word Finder

How many words
can you find?

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk

01562 700775

07931636062

ADAM’S ROOFING SERVICES
Specialising in all aspects of roofing :
New Roofs, tiles or slates, Flat felt roofs
PVC fascia boards and guttering
Tel 07967315707 / 01562 700237
Free estimates ---- Reliable 1st class workmanship
Church Cutlery for Hire 10p per setting, 120 settings,
Each comprising a knife, fork, dessert spoon & teaspoon.
Quality modern wheelchair for hire from Blakedown Church
At a cost of £2 per day or £10 per week. Fits into family car.
Contact: Mary Macdiarmid on 01562 700776

A.S. PAINTER & DECORATOR
FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS
CONTACT ALLAN 07730477564
WRITTEN QUOTES ON REQUEST
CLEANLINESS ASSURED
ALLAN SILVERS 13 PRINCESS CRESCENT HALESOWEN
WEST MIDLANDS B63 3QE

Mark Lewis
Environmental
Services
Professional Tree Surgery;
Pruning, Thinning, Felling, Reduction, Stump Grinding and
Barnfield double glazing repairs 1/5 PAID Planting
Seasoned Logs for Sale

Ground Maintenance;
Hedges trimmed, lawns cut and edged, strimming, driveways
and patios (pressure washed), sites tidied
Woodchip supplied

NPTC qualified and fully insured
Telephone Mark: 07789 854473

Reddi Pest
Pest Control & Pest Prevention
Established 1995
Rats
Mice
Squirrels
Moles
Mink
Rabbits
Wasps

Fleas
Bed Bugs
Cluster Flies
Bees
Pigeons
Bird Proofing
Rodent Proofing
No Hidden Costs

Call: 01527 584213
Web: www.reddipest.co.uk
Email: reddipest@googlemail.com

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
MANDY FELL
(Formerly Blakedown Hair Design)
For further details and appointments,
Telephone 01562 633514

Independent family run business
covering all areas of the
Wyre Forest and West Midlands
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster DY11 6XT
Tel. 01562 822625
24 hour personal service

We can provide a range of products
that supports carers and individuals to
live well and be independent. Providing
enabling technologies with 24/7
assistance from our local monitoring
centre when needed most.
Supporting such conditions as:
Dementia
Epilepsy
Hearing impairment
Stroke
Parkinson's
Falls
Anxiety
and many others

Call us today and see how we
can assist you or a loved one.
For half price installation use
code BBNEWS*

0345 130 1469
A not for profit organisation
www.amica24.org
Worcestershire Telecare trading as amica24 ( A not for profit organisation)
*offer valid until 20th March 2020

Planning a wedding for 2021 / 2022 ?
Then you might like to discuss the possibility
of getting married in one of our ancient and
beautiful parish churches.
If so, please call the Church Office on
01562 730777 Mon-Weds 9-12
and we will be pleased to help you

Hagley Clock Clinic Ltd
Repairs, restoration & servicing of antique and
modern clocks and other mechanical devices.
Telephone: 01562 885080
Email: info@hagleyclockclinic.co.uk
www.hagleyclockclinic.co.uk

CRUMBS

COMPLETE TRAVEL

Tel: 01562 700907
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP
•
•
•
•
•

Convenience store, newspapers,
stationery, wines and spirits
An array of savouries, fresh cold
sandwiches and cakes
Hot drinks for takeaway
Breakfast and hot pork sandwiches
Your local post office under one roof
Opening times 6am to 6pm
Monday to Saturday
6.30am to 12pm on Sunday

Private Hire and Taxi Services
Air/Seaport Transfers, Home to School,
Medical Appointments, etc
• Friendly Reliable Service
• Disability Friendly
• All Occasions catered for
• Regular bookings welcome
Your local transport provider: Tel 0845
869 8454 or 07515 029087
Email: info@complete-travel.co.uk
Churchill, Kidderminster DY10 3LY

MARSHALL DÉCOR

Professional Tree Surgery
NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured

• Hedge Cutting

High class painting & decorating
Interior & Exterior
Commercial & Domestic

• 24-hour Emergency Call-out

For your quotation contact:

• Tree Felling

• Reducing & Re-shaping
• Pruning

For Advice or Free Estimates

Tel: 01527 882505
Mob: 07810 618042
Email: info@acer-trees.co.uk
Web: www.acer-trees.co.uk
1 Orchard Villas, Bournheath Road,
Fairfield, Bromsgrove B61 9HN

Tom Marshall
Tel:

0121 561 3995

Mobile: 07930 807 461

Need an Electrician?

Extra
sockets
* Home
Extensions/Conversion
Lightsfitted
fitted
*Extra
sockets
* Home
or Office extensions * *Lights
Rewires
*
Fuseboard
upgrades
*
Fault
Finding
/
RCD
tripping
* Portable Appliance Testing * Fault finding * Re-wires faults
Portable Appliance
Testing * EV
points **CCTV/alarms/data
cablingpoints
* Fuseboard
upgrades
Electric vehicle charging
Electrical Reports for Landlord/property
salefor
orLandlord
purchase* *Garden/Patio
Garden/PatioLighting
Lighting
* Electrical Reports

No Job too Small
Honest, local, friendly, reliable & tidy service
Domestic. Commercial & Industrial Electrical Installations
Call Ian for a free quote on 01562 883129 or 07886 483737

Adverts in this magazine start from £50 for 1/5 of a page.
Please contact the Editor if you wish to place an advert.

