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THE CHURCHES OF ST JAMES THE GREAT & ST PETER’S 

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF BLAKEDOWN, CHURCHILL & BROOME   

 

 

Holy Cross Group 
Of Churches 



 

 

 

 

Independent family run business  
covering all areas of the  

Wyre Forest and West Midlands 
 

1 Crane Street, Kidderminster DY11 6XT 

Tel. 01562 822625 
24 hour personal service 

 
 

CHURCHILL VILLAGE HALL 
 

Available 7 days a week, for Parties & Celebrations 
Business Meetings & Classes 

Catering can be arranged with a local company 
Telephone: Mrs Sharon Addis on 01562 700230 

churchillvillagehall@gmail.com 

BLAKEDOWN RECREATION ROOM 

* 3 Full Size Snooker Tables, Deceptively spacious building, Annual Competitions 

*  New Members always Welcome 

Membership Enquiries :- blakedownrecreationroom@gmail.com 

For more information:- 

www.blakedownrecreationroom.wordpress.com 

7, Belbroughton Road, Blakedown, Kidderminster, Worcs. DY10 3JG 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

An Independent Family Business at 

41 The Old Woodyard, Hagley Hall, 

Hagley, DY9 9LQ 

 

Eye Examinations 

Contact Lens Clinic 

Single Vision Glasses from £39.00 

 

Other opticians’ prescriptions welcome.   

Over 1000 frames on display; designer and budget 

 

Free NHS Spectacles - Free NHS Sight Tests 

Private Sight Tests £22.50 

Easy Parking - Home Visits Available 

 

www.hagleyeyecarestudio.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01562 887138 

 

 

 

HagleyEyecare 
 - S T U D I O  - 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Specialist in Aga–Rayburn appliances 
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed 

We service gas, oil and L.P.G appliances as 

well as offering new and reconditioned Aga and 

Rayburn cookers 

Let us give your existing Aga a new lease of life 

with full or part re-enamelling and replacing of 

tired and worn-out parts 

Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073 

najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com 

www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

  



 

 
BLAKEDOWN PARISH ROOM 

Belbroughton Road, Blakedown DY10 3JG 
 

All queries and booking enquiries Tel: 01562 700788 
 

Or via email to: blakedownparishrooms@gmail.com 
 

 

Central Heating ・ Plumbing 
ESTIMATES FREE 

 

01562 700116 or 07836780637 40years experience 

CLIVE COX (REGISTERED PLUMBER) 

 

 

 
 

Call: 07803 295735 



 

 

BROOME VILLAGE HALL: Next to Broome Church, DY9 0HA 
(Access via Broome Lane) A GOOD PLACE TO MEET 

Suits groups of up to forty.  Bookings welcome. 
Available at weekends and on some weekdays. 

 

Enquirers please phone 

01562 701259 
or 07778 397907 

or email: broomevillagehall@gmail.com 

 
A.S. PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 
 

FOR ALL YOUR 
DECORATING NEEDS 

CONTACT ALLAN 
07730477564 

 
WRITTEN QUOTES ON 

REQUEST 
CLEANLINESS ASSURED 

 
ALLAN SILVERS   

13 PRINCESS 
CRESCENT 

HALESOWEN 
WEST MIDLANDS B63 

3QE 
 

 

  

(Also known as Blakedown Sports Cars) 

 

All makes of cars serviced and repaired 
MOT’s Catered for 

Collection Service Available 
 

New House Farm Ind. Estate, Belbroughton Road, Blakedown. DY10 3JH 
Call John on: 01562 700898  

or Mobile: 07976 427248 
email: johnblakedownsportscars@gmail.com 

Est. over 30 years 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 
Replacement units for misted glass. 

Replacement handles and locks. 

Fred Barnfield 

established 30years 

Telephone: 01746 781912 

Mobile: 07971 788489 
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A note from Alison Lewis – Licensed Lay Minister 

 

We are now in the month of June, marking the half-way point in the year.  

Reflecting on the first six months, much of which has been spent in 

lockdown, I wonder what our hopes are now as we look forward to the 

final half of the year.  Life for some, having experienced loss and 

separation, will never be the same. 

For me, living and working through these dark and difficult months, 

seems to have gone on and on, but I have continued to have hope and 

remain positive for the future.  My hope, however, is not based on 

anything that I can do, but what God can do; He is the one who is 

powerful, faithful and good.  I often wonder how people cope in such 

circumstances when they don’t have a faith.   

Google has recently reported that searches for ‘hope’ and ‘prayer’ hit record highs offering a 

glimpse of the national mood during the pandemic.   

In times of trouble and uncertainty, it is a natural human response to seek religious opinions 

and solutions.  The Bible tells us that God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 

of love and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:v7).  Psalm 91 has many wonderful reassuring 

promises for God’s protection.  God also promises never to leave us or forsake us.  

(Deuteronomy 31:v8).  I only have to start reading scriptures such as these and I feel my 

spirit lifting.   

God says in the book of Hosea that He will turn a valley of suffering into a door of hope.  Here 

we see the tenderness of God’s heart revealed for his people.  A valley, being quite literally a 

‘low place’, He can change into a door of hope.  Unlike a wish or longing, hope implies an 

expectation of obtaining what is desired.  Some think that Christianity is boring and the Bible 

is a history book, but I can assure you that our faith is exciting and getting to know God is a 

real adventure not to be missed!  When you make a decision to follow Christ, you become 

part of God’s on-going love story in the world today!  Wow! 

As Christians, we believe that Jesus died on the Cross and took all the punishment for our 

sins and diseases.  God calls everyone into a personal relationship with him through Jesus 

Christ.  His invitation goes out to the world, no-one is excluded, but it requires a response 

from us.  So how will you respond?  

Our churches are now starting to open again, and you can find a service schedule within the 

pages of this magazine or on your local church notice board.  My hope is that I will see you 

there. 

Alison x 

  

 

 

Notable Days in June 

12 June: HM The Queen’s Official Birthday 

20 June: Father’s Day 
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The Green Season – Letter from Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester 

As we leave the season of Easter and Pentecost behind, the 
Church moves into the ‘green’ season of the weeks after Trinity. 
Green, because the vestments and altar frontals are of that 
colour, apart from the occasional variation when a festival or 
saint’s day occurs. Green, too, because as we move from spring 
into summer, we are all the more aware of the greenery of trees 
and grass, hedgerows and hills. It’s a good time of year for people 
with green fingers. 

Green has other meanings as well. It stands for youth and 
inexperience (‘he’s very green’), reminding us of the green shoots 
of spring. Such people are sometimes called ‘greenhorns’, which 
is the American word for immature bulls or oxen.  Less pleasantly, 
green is the colour of envy, derived from Shakespeare’s ‘green-
eyed monster’. Older people can look with green-eyed jealousy at 
the greenhorns, who have all their life before them.  The 
greenhorns are too green to know that the old can be envied as well as the young.  To the 
envious person, old or young, the grass is always greener on the neighbour’s side of the 
fence.  All this suggests that we might spend the green season of the Church’s year reflecting 
on what makes us envious, what makes us content, and trying to get the balance better. 

And then, of course, the colour green has come to sum up the whole environmental agenda, 
from climate change to pollution, from waste to deforestation, from travel to sources of 
energy. One of the ways we can implement a green agenda is by living more simple lives, 
which brings us back to the idea of contentment, and learning to live without envy. 

Soon after the start of June we celebrate the summer feast of St Wulfstan which is also the 
dedication festival of Worcester Cathedral (7 June). In the collect for St Wulfstan we pray that 
we may ‘live simply, work diligently, and make God’s kingdom known’ – an agenda for the 
green season of the Church’s year. 

  

 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a moveable feast, but it most often takes place in 
June, and thus June is traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 

Prayer to the Sacred Heart 

Hail! O Sacred Heart of Jesus, living and quickening source of eternal life, infinite treasure 
of the Divinity, and burning furnace of divine love. Thou art my refuge and my sanctuary, O 
my amiable Saviour. Consume my heart with that burning fire with which Thine is ever 
inflamed. Pour down on my soul those graces which flow from Thy love, and let my heart be 
so united with Thine, that our wills may be one, and mine in all things, be conformed to 
Thine. May Thy divine will be equally the standard and rule of all my desires and of all my 
actions. Amen. 

An Explanation of St. Gertrude the Great's Prayer to the Sacred Heart 

The Benedictine nun and mystic St. Gertrude the Great (1256-1302) was one of the first 
proponents of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This prayer is a model for all of our 
prayer to the Sacred Heart, as we ask Jesus to conform our hearts to His and our will to His 
will. 

Invocation to the Sacred Heart 

O Heart of love, I put all my trust in Thee; for I fear all things from my own weakness, but I 
hope for all things from Thy goodness. Amen. 
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NEWS 
 

Last month, there was the sad news of the passing of HRH The 

Duke of Edinburgh . 

– Prince Philip, of course, was a pioneer of the worldwide 

environmental awareness movement, and he took his Christian 

faith very seriously, as leading religious leaders have reported. 

He did not always agree with the way the world, or indeed, the 

church, approached life and would challenge religious leaders of 

all faiths, scientists, and politicians, with his views on topical 

subjects including climate change, about which he was reported 

as being sceptical, fox hunting which he enjoyed, and driving cars 

at speed! Interestingly, all three of these examples can be held 

up as being detrimental to the environment. Whatever your 

personal views, Prince Philip was an excellent example of someone who used his position in 

society to raise awareness of the most important issues facing our world. We, as editors, are 

in a similar, although lesser, position of being able to raise 

awareness of the same important issues through the pages of our 

publications. 

His duty of service and ‘genuine and deep sense of humility’ came 

from his personal and ‘sincere’ Christian faith, Archbishop Justin 

Welby said, ‘absolutely untainted by false piety, formed and 

developed by wrestling with great issues. . . He knew who he was, 

and his faith was central to who he was and how he lived his life. 

He worked out his call to serve and follow Christ in the context of 

his own unique calling’. His coat of arms (right) sums up where his 

help came from. (The image is from: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Coat_of_Arms_of_Philip,_Duke_of_Edinburgh.svg) 

His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh began life being baptised into the 

Greek Orthodox Church in the Old Fortress in Corfu. Later, he attended Anglican services 

with his classmates and relations in England and throughout his Royal Navy days. 

Prior to his marriage to Princess Elizabeth, he was officially received into the Church of 

England during a private service in Lambeth Palace in October 1947. It was led by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher. 

Of his faith, a URC statement said, ‘Many who have known the Duke of Edinburgh bear 

witness to the depth of his faith and his theological knowledge. A regular visitor to Mount 

Athos, and a keen questioner of preachers, his faith was much more than nominal’. 

Prince Philip was described by the John Templeton Foundation as ‘a great friend of the 

Templeton prize for many years’. The John Templeton Prize is awarded annually to a living 

person for ‘outstanding contributions in affirming life's spiritual dimension, whether through 

insight, discovery, or practical works’. Prince Philip presented the first award to Mother 

Teresa in 1973 and continued to participate in a private ceremony for the prize winners held 

at Windsor Castle or Buckingham Palace. 
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He was also well known for his interfaith work which began in the 1980s when his vision was 

to bring the faiths together with the World Wildlife Fund and all the major environmental 

organisations. This led to the foundation of the Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) 

in 1995 at Windsor Castle. ARC brokered links between the world’s major faiths and 

organisations working on environment programmes. It was also suggested by Prince Philip 

that the assets of the faiths such as buildings, finance, and purchasing power could 

revolutionise practical action and engagement with environmental issues. This in turn led to 

the founding of FaithInvest in 2019 to empower faiths to invest in line with their beliefs and 

values. 

His faith led to action and he is quoted as saying, ‘If God is in nature, nature itself becomes 

divine’. We therefore have ‘a responsibility not to harm it, not just for our own selfish interests, 

but as a duty to the Creator’. How apt at the present time while we are thinking more than 

ever what we must do about climate change, although climate change is something of which 

Prince Philip was said to be ‘sceptical’. 

A spokesperson for the Anglican Communion said, ‘His example of duty and service and of 

care and concern for the environment and for young people will live on’. 

His funeral on 17 April at St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle featured some of his best 

loved words and music. These included the hymn, Eternal Father, Strong to Save, the sailor’s 

hymn, and Psalm 104 which he had requested be set to music by William Lovelady. As the 

Bishop of Durham said, ‘May he rest in peace and rise in glory’. 

 

Environment Days in June 

There is a lot of material available online for the special days, such as: 

30 May - 5 June: Bike Week - https://www.cyclinguk.org/bikeweek (there are alternative 

dates online - some sites list Bike Week as 5-13 June) 

5 June: World Environment Day - https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/ 

8 June: World Oceans - https://oceanic.global/projects/united-nations-world-oceans-day-

2021/ 

21 June: World Giraffe Day - https://giraffeconservation.org/world-giraffe-day/ (held 

appropriately on the ‘longest’ day of the year!) 

Two Prayers for the Environment 

From Rt Revd David Walker, Bishop of Manchester 

Heavenly Father, you have taught us, through your servant St Francis, that all creation is your 

handiwork. Grant us your grace that we may exercise wise stewardship of this Earth; tread 

lightly upon it; and cherish its resources; that our children may enjoy its riches, throughout all 

generations, and your name be glorified through all that you have made. Amen. 

  

From Rt Revd Robert Atwell, Bishop of Exeter and Chair of the Liturgical Commission 

Everlasting God, whose Spirit broods everlastingly over the lands and the waters and endows 

them with form and colour: give us, we pray, the mind and heart to rejoice in the majesty of 

creation. Teach us to be responsible stewards of this world and to seek the common good, 

that through your blessing all may flourish, and creation sing your praise in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen 
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 ST JAMES THE GREAT, BLAKEDOWN 

It is possible to donate to the work of Blakedown church online and via your 

mobile phone 

It is important that everyone continues to give as usual, as the high costs of running 
the church buildings still have to be paid - Covid 19 may have affected most things 
but not those continuing costs unfortunately. 

 

 

You can donate to Blakedown church by scanning the above QR code with 

your mobile phone, or you can simply click on this link to be taken directly to 

the donation page:  

https://thy.ng/CUR008645 

 

Donate to Blakedown church at give.net 

 

Simply click on the link below to be taken to Blakedown church's give.net 

donations page 

https://www.give.net/20179617 

Donate to Blakedown church by standing order 

 

Bank Account number: 00033852 

Sort Code: 30-98-21 

You can donate to Churchill church by standing order 

 
Bank account number: 30232351 

Sort Code: 40-43-17 

Free will offering envelopes: 
You can continue to donate to both Churchill and Blakedown 
churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them through the 
letterbox of number  
69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily exercise. 
 
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call 
(01562) 700543. 
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READINGS  

 
Sunday June 6th   Trinity 1       (Green) 

 First Reading   Genesis 3.8-15 
 Second Reading   2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 
 Psalm    Psalm 138 
 Gospel    Mark 3.20-35 

 
Sunday June 13th   Trinity 2       (Green) 

 First Reading   Ezekiel 17.22-24 
 Second Reading   2 Corinthians 5.6-10(11-13)14-17 
 Psalm    Psalm 20 
 Gospel    Mark 4.26-34 
  

Sunday June 20th   Trinity 3       (Green) 
 First Reading   Job 38.1-11 
 Second Reading   2 Corinthians 6.1-13 
 Psalm    Psalm 107.1-3,23-32 
 Gospel    Mark 4.35-41 
 

Sunday June 27th   Trinity 4       (Green)  
 First Reading   Wisdom of Solomon 1.13-15;2.23-24 
 Second Reading   2 Corinthians 8.7-15 
 Psalm    Psalm 30 
 Gospel    Mark 5.21-43 

 

 
These readings are available with your weekly pews sheet, which can also be found 
online at www.bfc-worcs.co.uk or emailed to you direct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

You can now donate to Blakedown church with your mobile phone; simply scan the 
QR code with your phone, 

or go to the donations page at: https://thy.ng/CUR008645 
 
 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Keep up to date with the Church of 

England's latest advice on Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) at 

www.churchofengland.org/coronavirus 

 

There is also a diocesan page of 

information at www.cofe-

worcester.org.uk/coronavirus 

 

Your church relies on donations to stay 
active and provide care and support to 
everyone in this community. Now more 
than ever, please consider giving 
generously to support our mission and 
ministry. Thank you for your support. 
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NEWS 

 

  
 Strap lines  
- A man’s got to do what a man’s got to do. A woman must do what he can’t!  
(Rhoda Hansom) 
- Action may not always bring happiness; but there is no happiness without action. 
(Benjamin Disraeli) 
- Always tell the truth. It’s the easiest thing to remember. (David Mamet) 
- Christians need half an hour each day for prayer and reflection, except when they are 
busy – then they need an hour. (Francis de Sales) 
- If you don’t have a sense of humour, you probably don’t have much sense at all. 
- So far as the church is concerned, change is good ... but notes are better. 
- Staying in bed shouting ‘Oh my God’ will never replace going to church to worship him. 

 
 

 

 

Black Country Foodbank helps vulnerable individuals and families in crisis through the provision of 3 

days emergency food supplies while a longer-term solution is developed. The services we provide 

have an enormous impact on the people who use them, giving them an important breathing space at 

a time of great need. 

Our mission: feed people in crisis 
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 NEWS 

 

 

 

  

From the PARISH REGISTERS:  
 

St Peter’s Broome 
 
 

Ashes Interment: 
21st May 2021  Beryl Beckett     Aged 89 

GIVING TO THE CHURCHES 

There are a number of ways that donations can be made towards the work of the 
three churches in our parish. 
 
Free will offering envelopes: You can continue to donate to both Churchill and 
Blakedown churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them 
through the letterbox of number 69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily 
exercise. 
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call 
(01562) 700543. 
 
By gifting online through give.net which is part of 'Stewardship' - a Christian 
Charity. 
give.net is easy to use.... 
Eg, go into www.give.net and click onto ‘Find a Charity’ 
Type “Blakedown and Churchill Churches, wait a moment for the church to pop up 
and then follow the simple instructions. 
NB it is quite common for this not to work first time, in which case please re-type and 
all should be revealed!   
For UK taxpayers, there is gift aid box to tick and Stewardship remits the tax reclaim 
to the church, thus easing the burden on the Acting Treasurer. 
The only income that your churches receive is from the generous gifts made by members of 
the congregations and communities.  From these gifts the general running costs of the 
church buildings have to be met (there are always repairs needed to these beautiful old 
buildings) and the stipend of your Priest, the Rectory running costs and all church mission 
and outreach costs. 

So, ALL contributions are very, very gratefully received. 
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KITCHEN CORNER 

 

Rhubarb, marzipan & citrus cake 

Prep: 20m, Cook: 50m Serves: 12-15 

Ingredients: 

300g softened butter 
400g thin-stemmed rhubarb, cut into thick pieces 
350g golden caster sugar 
½ orange, zested 
3 large eggs 
200g self-raising flour 
50g fine polenta 
50g ground almonds 
1tsp baking powder 
100g marzipan, chopped into small chunks 
 

Method: 

1.  Heat oven to 180C/gas 4.  Butter and line a 20x30cm traybake tin with baking 

parchment.  Toss the rhubarb in 50g sugar and set aside to macerate for 20m. 

2. Tip the butter, remaining sugar and zests into a large bowl.  Beat with an electric whisk 

until light and fluffy.  Add the eggs, one at a time, mixing well between each addition.  

Add the flour, polenta, almonds, baking powder and a good pinch of salt, and mix until 

just combined.  Fold through half the rhubarb (reserving the rest for the top), plus any 

juices, and the marzipan. 

3. Scrape the mixture into the tin.  Smooth the surface up to the edges and top with the 

remaining rhubarb.  Bake for 45-50m until risen and golden, and a skewer inserted in 

the centre of the cake comes out clean.  If there is any wet mixture, return it to the oven 

for 5m, then check again.  Cool in the tin for 10m, then serve warm with crème fraiche, 

or cool completely to serve as a cake.  Will keep in an airtight container for three days. 

 

Do you have a recipe to share?  If so, please send it along to the Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Podcasts 

Each week a sermon podcast is available to listen to and download from the 

Diocesan website.  If you’d like a short reflection on the week’s readings, do have a 

listen.  
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Extract from the Broadcast Magazine June 1921: 
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Church Officers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Flowers 
 Churchill Blakedown Broome 

    

13th June  Flower Guild  

20th June  Flower Guild  

27th June  Diana Reed-Daunter  

    

 

Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Gerald Dyer      01562 700748 
    Mr Andrew Hewines      07824 662344 
Church Wardens  Churchill  Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer  07881 647005 
    Blakedown  Mr Andrew Yardley   01562 700393 
       Mrs Mary Macdiarmid  01562 700776 
    Broome  Mr Michael Clark     
Organist   Blakedown  Mr Graham Rock   01562 884926 
Parish Office   Christine Thomas and Chrissy Roberts   01562 730777 
Parish Safeguarding:    Mrs Sara Brehony    01562 700691 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer   Hilary Higton    07495 060869 
 

Three Churches Website: cbbchurches.weebly.com 
Churchill Church website: Churchill-church.weebly.com 

 



Broadcast  June 2021 

CHURCH SERVICES 

 
Some of our churches are preparing to open.  Please check the websites, and church 
office for details, and watch the Noticeboards outside Blakedown Church. 
 

Every Sunday at 10.00am our streamed service is online 
People can join the Service by going to the "Services for this Sunday" page of the CBB 
website.   

The link to "Online Service for This Sunday", is: 
https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/online-service-for-this-sunday.html 

We can also worship together live with others from Hagley and Clent on Zoom.  You are 
invited to “attend” Sunday Worship on Zoom – at 11 am  every Sunday –  

See www.clent-worcs.co.uk . 
 
 

This week’s Sermon podcast from the Diocese of Worcester can be found here:  
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/your-faith/prayer-worship/sermon-podcasts/ 

 
The CBB church website now has a page carrying all the latest government and Church 
of England COVID 19 guidelines for the safe use and attendance of church buildings, 
plus the latest daily COVID 19 infection figures. 
The link to the page is: https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/government--church-of-
england-covid-19-guidance-for-all-attending-services.html 
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Rainbows   5.30pm Monday  Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only 
Brownies   6.30pm Monday  Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only 
Guides   6.00pm Monday   Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only 
Beavers   5.45pm – 7.00pm Thursday Scout Hut 
Cubs    6.30pm – 8.00pm Monday Scout Hut 
Blakedown Scouts        7.00pm Wednesday        Scout Hut  E: kd12gsl@gmail.com 

Chairperson of the Exec committee - Adele Reynolds           
Archery   Times vary   Scout Hut 
Parish Delivery Network    Andrew Yardley Tel: 01562 700393 
Short Mat Bowls  7.30pm Thursday  Blakedown Parish Rooms 
Blakedown Baby  9.00am Tuesday   Blakedown Parish Rooms  
& Toddlers        Tel: 07740 373181 
Blakedown Parish Rooms    Tel: 01562 700788 
Blakedown Women’s Institute    Tel: 01562 700788 
    7.30pm 2nd Weds  Blakedown Parish Rooms 
Blakedown Recreations Rooms (Snooker) Mike Pitt Tel: 01562 700818 
Blakedown Tennis Club    Tel: 07980 055823 
Blakedown Cricket Club    Tel: 01562 700623 
Broome Women’s Institute 7.30pm 3rd Weds Broome Village Hall  

E: dmwsantus@gmail.com 
Theatre 282 of Blakedown 
    7.30 Weds & Sun  Blakedown Parish Rms Tel: 07578 154070 
Probus Club  Monthly at the Granary Hotel    Alan Tel: 01562 884348 
Hagley U3A      Ian Powick Tel:  01562 883822 
        E: ian.powick@gmail.com 
Churchill & Blakedown Sports Centre  Ian Challice Tel: 07786 545744 
Churchill & Blakedown Historical Society Jim Long   
        Email: https://candbhistorical.weebly.com/ 

Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177 
Signal Box Booking     Jim Long   

Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177 
Blakedown Signal Box     Website: blakedownsignalbox.weebly.com 
Churchill & Blakedown Parish Council  Clerk: Angela Preece     Tel: 01746 781171 
        Email: churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
Broome Parish Council                                        Clerk: Beverley Drew    

Email: clerk.broomepc@gmail.com 
Blakedown & Hagley Branch of the   Secretary: Helen Roberts Tel: 03984 378934 
Royal British Legion     Email: hgsroberts@aol.com 07962 980446 
Wyre Forest District Council  - Wyre Forest Rural Ward 
If you have an issue regarding Wyre Forest District Council which you would like to discuss, then 
please do not hesitate to contact your Wyre Forest Rural Team:- 
Councillor Ian Hardiman Tel: 01562 631139  Email: ian.hardiman@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 
Councillor Marcus Hart   Tel: 01299 402424  Email: Marcus.hart@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 
Councillor Lisa Jones Tel: 07854713819       Email: lisa.jones@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 
Or Member Support on 01562 732501 and they will pass the message on. 
Worcestershire County Council (Chaddesley Division) 
Councillor Marcus Hart    Tel: 01299 402424 Email: mhart@worcestershire.gov.uk 
Or Member Support on 01905 766650 and they will pass the message on. 

 

 

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
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Church Office: 01562 730777   
E:bfcoffice@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Blakedown 
 

Churchwardens: 
Andrew Yardley      01562 700393 
Mary Macdiarmid    01562 700776 
Honorary Reader: 
Mr Gerald Dyer       01562 700748 
Organist: 
Mr Graham Rock    01562 884926  
PCC Secretary: 
Mrs Judy Tromans 

          01562 700108 
Treasurer: 
Mrs Janice Johns   

          01562 700543 
Church Flowers: 
Mrs Judy Tromans  01562 700108 
Distribution Manager: 
Mrs Diana Reed Daunter  

          01562 700481 
 

Broadcast Magazine  
EDITORIAL 
The Editor               01562 730777 
Email:bfcoffice@btconnect.com 

Priest: 
Revd Canon Susan Oliver 
(now retired) 
 

Churchill 
 
Churchwarden: 
Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer   
           07881 647005 
Honorary Reader: 
Mr Gerald Dyer      01562 700748 
PCC Secretary: 
Mrs Judy Tromans 

          01562 700108 
Treasurer: 
Mrs Janice Johns   

         01562 700543 
Church Flowers: 
Mrs Pauline Hayward   

         01562 700476 
--------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: 
Sara Brehony      01562 700691 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Broome 
 

Churchwarden: 
Michael Clarke       
 
Honorary Reader: 
Mr Gerald Dyer     01562 700748 
Hon PCC Secretary: 
vacant 
Hon PCC Treasurer: 
Mr Andrew Hewines   

       07824 662344 
Church Flowers: 
Mrs Fiona Middle       

        01562 887826 
 
Distribution Manager: 
Mrs Joy Gascoyne  

        01562 887735 
Bookings Secretary for Village 
Hall: 
Mrs Carol Hingley 01562 701259 
Planned Giving Sec: 
Mr Andrew Hewines   

        07824 662344 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE OPENING HOURS:  
Mon-Weds 9-12am for Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms, Weds-Fri 9-12am for Broadcast Magazines 
COPIES 
Can be ordered from the Distributors or purchased from the Churches and ‘Crumbs’ in Blakedown 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
To:  Church Office, 19 Church Road, Belbroughton DY9 9TE Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com  
COPY DATE Is the 10th of the month. 
ADVERTISEMENTS / EDITOR 
Contact: The Editor (Christine Thomas), on 01562 730777 at Church Office, address above, or Email: 
bfcoffice@btconnect.com 
WEBSITE 
Blakedown, Churchill & Broome: https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/ 
Belbroughton, Fairfield & Clent: www.bfc-worcs.co.uk  
Clent website: www.clent-worcs.co.uk 
MISSION GROUP website: www.thebeneficemissiongroup.weebly.com 
 

The PARISH NEWS accepts NO RESPONSIBILITY for the service, products or 
otherwise of Advertisers in this publication. 

Advertisements are reviewed on an annual basis, although ad-hoc adverts may be placed 
throughout the year.  Should you wish to place a new advert or make changes to an existing 

advert, please contact the Editor Tel: 01562 730777 or Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com 
to be included in this publication.   

The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish adverts at her discretion. 
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL 
   

 

 

 
MEETINGS 

The current instruction is that the Parish Council should return to face-to-face meetings 
from May 2021. However, this may change, so please keep an eye on the noticeboards 
and website. Residents are entitled and welcome to attend the meetings, so please contact 
the Clerk if any assistance is required. If you would like to have meeting agendas and 
minutes automatically emailed to you, please let the Parish Clerk know and your details will 
be added to the mailing list. 

PARISH CLERK VACANCY 

The Parish Council is seeking a self-motivated person to fill the role of Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer to the Council. The successful candidate will also hold the role of Clerk to the 
Churchill and Blakedown Villages Trust which is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 
Working 45 – 50 hours per month plus potentially an additional 4 hours for the Villages 
Trust (includes some evenings & weekends). 

Salary: LC2 SCP 24 – 28 £28,672 – £32,234, pro rata (based on experience & qualifications). 
If you would like an application form or an informal chat to find out more, please contact the 
Parish Clerk. 

GRANTS 

The Parish Council sets aside a budget for grants to local organisations. If you are interested 
in making an application, please contact the Parish Clerk for more details. 

PLANNING 

The Parish Council is consulted by the Planning Authority, Wyre Forest District Council, on 
planning applications that are made in the Parish. At the meeting in May 2021 the following 
applications were considered: 

21/0434/HOU 1 Lynwood Drive Blakedown.  
Ground floor front and rear extensions/internal alterations. 
21/0483/PNH 7 Wannerton Road Blakedown.  
Prior Approval for single storey rear extension.  
21/0450/HOU Tudor Lodge Churchill Lane Churchill.  
Erection of front boundary wall.  
 
And decisions were noted on the following applications: 
21/0263/PNH 10 Churchill Lane Blakedown 
Prior Notification Under Class AA for an Additional Storey to the Existing Dwelling. Prior 
Approval given. 
21/0244/TCA Attlee House Churchill Lane Churchill 
Yew (T1) - Reduce crown by 3 metres and shape accordingly. Works to prune because of 
excessive shading and to avoid interference with power line. Consent given. 
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21/0271/TPO 7 Roxall Close Blakedown 
Group of English Yew (G1) - Reduce by approx. 2 metres and shape up; Pine - Remove dead 
and damaged branches and remove branches overhanging neighbouring property; Irish Yew 
- Fell & Replace. Split Decision. 
21/0247/NMA 32 Gladstone Place Blakedown 
Non-material amendment to Planning Permission 20/0902/HOU to increase length of building 
and install additional high level window into the side facing gable of approved side extension. 
Approved.  
21/0230/HOU 98 Belbroughton Road Blakedown 
Erection of single storey side and rear extensions and first floor side extension. Approved. 
20/1027/FL Land at Os 387232 280632 Sugar Loaf Lane Iverley.  Proposed Agricultural 
Building.  Approved. 
20/0974/HOU Fir Lodge Stakenbridge Lane Churchill 
Two Storey Extensions to the West and North Elevations and re-roofing of swimming pool to 
create additional storage. Refused. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

The Parish Council has 3 Members for Churchill Ward, Chairman Cllr Richard Benney, Cllr 
Mrs Pauline Hayward and Cllr Gary James. There are 6 Members for Blakedown Ward, 
Cllr Marc Asby, Cllr Brian Hession, Cllr John Lorton, Vice Chairman Cllr Paul Mellor, Cllr 
Neil Rowlinson and Cllr Claire Wood. 

If you would like any more information on the Parish Council, please contact the Parish 
Clerk, Mrs Angela Preece, 01746 781171/07572108924 or email 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com.  

website http://www.parish-council.com/ChurchillandBlakedown/index.asp 

Angela Preece PSLCC 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
Dated 11th May 2021 

 

 

  

JUNE IN THE GARDEN 
 

On the longest day of the year, the extra light and warmth encourages the garden to put 
on an exuberant burst of growth. But this extra light and warmth also means weeds will 
sprout up from seemingly nowhere. Keep on top of them by hoeing regularly in dry 
conditions. 
 
Top 10 Jobs this month 

1 Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds 
2 Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected areas 
3 Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes 
4 Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early potatoes 
5 Position summer hanging baskets and containers outside 
6 Mow lawns at least once a week 
7 Plant out summer bedding 
8 Stake tall or floppy plants 
9 Prune many spring-flowering shrubs 
10 Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and prevent scorch 
© RHS 
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BROOME PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MEETINGS 

The current legal position is that local councils from May 7th need to meet 

face-to-face and cannot meet remotely.  The next meeting of Broome Parish 

Council is scheduled for Wednesday 1st September 2021, 7.30pm at 

Broome Village Hall.  Residents are entitled and welcome to attend 

meetings. 

The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting were held via ZOOM on Wednesday 

5th May 2021.  Cllr. Nick Norton was re-appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year and 

Cllr. Don Billington, Vice-Chairman. 

Cllr. Sherida Breeden was appointed as representative to Chaddesley Corbett Education 

Foundation replacing David Pheysey who was thanked for representing Broome residents on 

the charity since 2009. 

PLANNING 
 
The Parish Council is consulted by the Planning Authority, Wyre Forest District Council, on 
planning applications that are made in the Parish.  Since the last meeting on 27th January the 
following applications have been received. 
 
21/0096/FUL: MANOR HOUSE FARM, HACKMANS GATE LANE, 
Replacement of dwelling house, following demolition of existing dwelling house. 

21/0154/FUL: LAND AT OS 390286 278171, REDHILL FARM ROAD, BROOME, 
Change of use from Agricultural to Equine Use. 

21/0211/S73: LAND AT YIELDINGTREE NURSERY, WATERY LANE, BROOME, 
Minor Material Amendment to Planning Permission application to vary condition 3 
(Landscaping), condition 4 (access point) and condition 6 (car parking layout) of planning 
permission 20/0646/S73 (pursuant to 08/1008/Full) 

21/0224/FUL: MINSTERLEY HOUSE, BELBROUGHTON ROAD, HACKMANS GATE, 
Change of use of existing outbuilding to form Granny Annexe linked to existing dwelling 
(Minsterley House), including minor alterations to windows and doors. 

21/0350/PNH: WINDLEHURST, BELBROUGHTON ROAD, HACKMANS GATE, 
Proposed larger homes extensions comprising side and rear extensions and loft conversions 
with dormer windows. 

21/0353/NMA: YIELDINGTREE NURSERY, WATERY LANE, BROOME, 
Amendment to the approved site boundary of Planning Permission 20/0250/FUL to match 
final legal land purchase boundary. 

21/0395/FUL: LAND AT OS 391010 279110, THICKNALL LANE, CLENT, 
Proposed Horse Menage 
 
If you would like any more information on the Parish Council, please contact  

Bev Drew 
Clerk to Broome Parish Council 
Email: clerk.broomepc@gmail.com 
07702 521072 / 01562 850435 
 
Look at our website hosted by WCC www.worcestershire.gov.uk 
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BLAKEDOWN WI 

 

 
The President and Committee of Blakedown W.I. send best wishes to all 
members and look forward to seeing them all VERY SOON! It's so good 
to feel that we now have light at the end of the tunnel. 
 

Our Book club has continued via Zoom. Last month members talked about a book of their 
choice which gave us all new titles to add to our lists of 'must read'. This month we will be 
discussing 'The Catch' by T.M. Logan.described by many of  critics as an ' assured, 
compelling thriller with a twist at the end'; Less complex than the 'The Line of Duty' it certainly 
keeps the reader of the edge. 
 
Our May  'meeting' will again be a Zoom format and our talk will be about beekeeping. Our 
first real gathering will take place on Wednesday  19th May when members are invited to 
gather in the Parish Room for Tea, Cake and a Chat. Whatever rules  still in place at the time 
will be applied but we look forward to seeing everyone for a sociable catch up. 

  

 

 

Churchill Village Hall – 07792 163880 
 

Please book directly for any classes due to Track and Trace and spaces are limited due to 
COVID restrictions STILL IN PLACE 
 
Monday  
9.30-10.30 NEW – Pilates Call for availability Karen – karen@personalmagic.co.uk  
7.30-8.30 Adult Musical Theatre Fit Class    Call for availability Vicky – 07532 099992 
 
Tuesday 
11-12  Yoga with Kate  
2-4  Hagley Art Group       Sue 07831 487648 
 
Wednesday 
10-12  The Art Class     Andrew – andy@theartclass.info 
6-7  Yoga       Jo 
7.30-8.30 Energise Yoga          Ruth – www.energiseyoga.co.uk (waitlist) 
 
Thursday 
10-12  Art Group          Gordon – 07847 563214 
 
Friday 
9.30-10.45 Yoga – Yogasouls           Emma – 07973 376267 
11.15-12.15 Yoga – Yogasouls (class tbc)         Emma – 07973 376267 
8-9.30 Wine and Clay (selected dates starting June) Book now! 
        Andrew – andy@theartclass.info 
Saturday 
10-4.30 Vics School of Musical Theatre         Vicky VSMT – 07532 099992 

Call Vicky for more details or to join waiting list for place (children 8-18) 
  
We do have LIMITED availability if you’re looking for a venue to hold classes.  We are 
following very strict COVID guidelines and limited to a Max of 12 in hall at any time. 
Face masks must be worn and temp checks in place. 
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BROOME WI 

 
 
 Broome is a small picturesque village between Hagley and Harvington , 
just off the A450 in North Worcestershire 
 
The Broome WI was established in 1940 and usually meet (pre-COVID) 

on the third Wednesday of each month in the village hall in the centre of Broome at 7.30pm. 
 
For more information contact broomewi@gmail.com or check our email: www.broomewi.com 

 
From the Archives: 

 
Quiz Evening Wednesday 17 April 2019 
Thank you to Gill for organising our Quiz evening.  We competed in 5 teams and attempted to 
answer a range of questions including the 60s, Films & TV, General Knowledge and 
Geography of the British Isles . The arrival of the fish and chips supper part way through was 
very welcome. 
 
Hagley Group Spring Meeting April 2019 
Broome WI hosted the Spring Meeting of the Hagley Group of WIs where we enjoyed an 
interesting talk by Jessica Armson from the Birmingham Royal Ballet and provided a supper 
of sandwiches, quiche, salad and cakes for 90 members. Jessica brought the costumes 
of the Black Swan from Swan Lake and the Nutcracker prince from The Nutcracker and 
showed several video clips of the work of the BRB including an interview with the retiring 
Director, David Bintley.  
 
Waddesdon Manor 2017 
Thursday 30th November 2017- day visit to this National Trust property,Christmas Craft Fair 
and tour of the house. Enjoyed by 9 of our members - it was VERY cold but the house 
decorations were stunning! 
 
Hagley Group Carol Service 2017 
Hagley Group Carol Service was held on Monday 4th December at Hagley Free 
Church,7.30pm, followed by coffee and mince pies in the church hall. The choir sang very 
beautifully a variety of Christmas music. Linda Kitto gave the address-a lovely start to the 
festive season! Over £200 was collected to be shared between Kemp Hospice and Mary 
Stevens Hospice. 
  

 

 

True cuttings from British Newspapers 
- Commenting on a complaint from a Mr Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for 
North West Gas said: ‘We agree it was rather high for the time of year. It’s possible Mr Purdey has 
been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his house’. (Daily Telegraph) 
-  Police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van because they cannot issue a 
description. It’s a Special Branch vehicle and they don’t want the public to know what it looks like. 
(The Guardian) 
- A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth was rescued by a man on an 
inflatable lobster. A coastguard spokesman commented: ‘This sort of thing is all too common’. (The 
Times) 
- At the height of the gale, the harbour master radioed a coastguard on the spot and asked him to 
estimate the wind speed. He replied he was sorry, but he didn’t have a gauge. However, if it was 
any help, the wind had just blown his Land Rover off the cliff. (Aberdeen Evening Express) 
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Current update on Forthcoming Events at the  
Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion 

 
We are hoping to begin our popular talks again on 19th July, and the Committee is currently 

working on how to do this safely.  Look out for posters around the village, and we shall 

hopefully use the Blakedown and Churchill News Facebook page too. 

 

We are not currently planning any Zoom meetings but our members are invited to the online 

meetings of other local Societies free of charge.  Belbroughton and Hagley are offering 

programmes and if you would like to be kept informed please email our secretary Irene Pitt 

at irene.pitt@btinternet.com, to be included in any email notifications.  You don’t have join 

either our society or theirs to be included. 

 

We hope that the regular articles in Broadcast are of interest and will hope to keep these 

going!  If you would like to contribute one, just let Jim Long know at jim@jwlong.co.uk. 

 

 

BLAKEDOWN SIGNAL BOX UPDATE 
 
Booking the Signal Box. The Signal Box in Mill Lane is being prepared for bookings and 
access following the easing of national restrictions to combat corona virus.  Our prominent 
Locally Listed Heritage Asset  has been closed for over a year, and a deep clean and overhaul 
is planned.  Would you like to join in?  The Churchill and Blakedown Villages Trust has been 
maintaining it with help from the Historical Society.   
 
It will be available again afterwards for hire for small meetings, subject to suitable safety 
measures.  Full disabled access including lift.  Various seating plans are available - there will 
be one to suit your needs at just £10 per hour – proceeds and donations to the Churchill and 
Blakedown Villages Trust for the upkeep of the Box.  Contact via Facebook, or phone Jim 
Long of the Historical Society 01562 701168, or email  jim@jwlong.co.uk for further details 
including bookings status or to confirm your booking. 
 
Open access.  Coffee mornings are not yet planned, but Saturday morning open access to 
experience the trains going by from a different point of view is back on the cards as long as 
everybody is safe.  Look out for more details. 
 
Signal Box lapel badges £3.50.  Show everyone you are a Friend of Blakedown Signal Box 
by wearing our high-quality enamel lapel badge!  It comes in a sealed plastic bag.  You can 
order by email from Jim Long and pay electronically.  All proceeds to Historical Society funds. 
 

 

Church Cutlery for Hire     10p per setting, 120 settings, 
Each comprising a knife, fork, dessert spoon & teaspoon. 

Quality modern wheelchair for hire from Blakedown Church 
At a cost of £2 per day or £10 per week.  Fits into family car. 

Contact:  Mary Macdiarmid on 01562 700776 
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
https://candbhistorical.weebly.com 

 

All roads lead to Blakedown! 

Many residents will have bought a copy of the second village history “A Pictorial History of Churchill and 

Blakedown”, published in 1997, still available from the Post Office.  There are in fact three published village 

histories.   

Another extract from David Swabey’s 1976 “A History of Churchill and Blakedown”, based 

on the work of F W Young, a local historian and benefactor born in 1875, edited and 

brought up to date by Jim Long of the Historical Society 
 

Turnpikes 

With the coming of the industrial revolution in the eighteenth century, communications had to 

be improved if the value of the industrial changes was to be realised nationally.  In the middle 

of the century more rivers were dredged and made navigable and by the 1770s the first canals 

had been dug.  These changes had little effect on the parish of Churchill and Blakedown 

although James Brindley's Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal passed a mile or two away 

at Island Pool.  But roads were improved simultaneously, with the construction of turnpikes, 

which were parliamentary sponsored high roads, enabling builders to levy tolls on the users 

in return for making a far better road surface than that provided by the parish. 

Two of these turnpikes passed through our parish.  One was the Kidderminster-Stourbridge 

road opened in 1777.  Along it by 1835 ran three stage coaches providing fast services for 

the places they linked.  The “Royal Mail” left Stourport calling at Kidderminster at 3.40 p.m. 

for Birmingham.  The “Union” from Ludlow called at Kidderminster at 2.30 p.m. for Birmingham 

whilst the “Invincible” left Kidderminster at 7 a.m. for Birmingham. 

In 1777 too, a turnpike between Kidderminster and Blakedown was built, thus linking with the 

already existing turnpike from Blakedown to Birmingham which had been created in 1753.  

The Minute Books of this latter turnpike trust, now in Birmingham Library, give details of how 

the road was administered.  For instance, the blacksmith's shop at the bottom of the village 

was just beyond the limit of the 1753 turnpike which was at The Swan, so on September 25th, 

1753, it was ordered that the tollgate keeper "shall suffer any person to pass through the gates 

going to the blacksmith with any horses to be shod and as they return with the same without 

paying any duty or toll". 

A year later, on September 25th, 1754, "the Surveyor was ordered to cause all ruts and wheel 

tracks to be beaten down and thrown in and levelled and the said roads to be made 8 feet 

wide". 

On May 12th, 1759, it was decided that the turnpike gate keepers should be paid six 
shillings a week which, on 6th August 1810, was raised to eighteen shillings.  On 21st July 
1773, a Turnpike house, two gates, posts and rails were erected at Five Ways, Birmingham, 
and later two were put up at either end of the then Hagley Parish.  Both of these still exist, 
one the Toll House Shop at Hasbury, the other Silvester's grocery (now Stacey McKnight’s 
Hair Studio) in Blakedown, which was still part of Hagley Parish then.   
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In 1807 milestones with cast iron plates were put up showing the distances  

from Birmingham.  One of these, the last, showing "To Birm. 14 miles", still  

exists and is Grade 2 listed having been moved and restored  under the 

 auspices of the Parish Council to the grass verge opposite where it  

originally stood on Birmingham Road marking the original end of the  

Turnpikeroad just past The Swan.  The road could go no further due to the  

marshy terrain and the very steep hill that stood in its path to Kidderminster  

until improvement in 1777. 
 

At the Toll House in Blakedown there was a gate across the road which was only opened when 
the toll had been paid.  A wide range of charges was made from 41/

4d for any horse drawn 
vehicle to 1/8d for a score of oxen and 10d a score of calves, hogs, sheep and lambs.  One 
man who avoided paying (a toll of 1/4d per load) was the haulier called Hyde, who took the 
axles from the Springbrook Ironworks in Forge Lane to the station.  He constructed The Avenue 
which meant that he had only to cross the Turnpike in front of the gates in passing between 
the two and so avoided the toll. 

In the last few years, the tolls were collected by a man called William Stokes.  Some things 

were free of toll like agricultural salt, but block salt paid toll and when a load came through from 

Droitwich, Stokes would prod the load to see if there were any blocks of salt underneath. One 

man is said to have had a false bottom to his float.  Some farmers went to market early, before 

Stokes was up, and drove their sheep under the bar, toll free; another farmer with a fine horse 

is always said to have jumped the bar and never paid toll. 

Before the railway line to Birmingham was opened, J. Gardeners and Jordans ran fast rival 

stages from Bewdley and Kidderminster to Birmingham through Blakedown and Hagley. They 

both left Blakedown about 7.45 a.m. and returned about 6.15 p.m.  It is doubtful whether there 

were regular commuters to make use of them; it certainly would have been a dusty and 

uncomfortable two and a quarter hours from Blakedown to Birmingham. 

 
By the middle of the nineteenth century the turnpikes were feeling keen competition from the 

railways and gradually they were abolished.  The one through Blakedown went in 1877 

although the gate remained, propped against a wall, until 1900.  The Avenue was no longer 

required.  The Toll House was sold to William Stokes, the turnpike-keeper, who turned grocer, 

for £50, and there was now no charge made to travel the Queen's Highway and Blakedown got 

what eventually became Sylvesters grocers. But few people used it compared with the railway 

and in the 1880s and 1890s it became grass grown, except for the two-wheel tracks and the 

centre trodden by the horses.  And now it is the busy A456!   
 

The Stourbridge to Birmingham Royal Mail coach passing through Quinton Gate.  This oil 

painting was bequeathed to Birmingham Museums by Mrs Elizabeth Smith in 1934.   It can 

be viewed at Birmingham Art Gallery 
 

Acknowledgement: Birmingham Museums Trust. 
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BITS N PIECES 

Bio-Optic Organised Knowledge – is it a device for the future?  
ACE member Deidre Morris shared this ‘idea’ with us. I hope you agree that it has a great 
future . . . 

Introducing the new Bio-Optic Organised Knowledge device, trade-named BOOK. 
BOOK is a revolutionary breakthrough in technology: no wires, no electric circuits, no 
batteries, nothing to be connected or switched on. It’s so easy to use, even an adult can 
operate it! 

Compact and portable, it can be used anywhere – even sitting in an armchair by the fire – yet 
it is powerful enough to hold as much as a CD-ROM disc. 

BOOK is constructed of sequentially numbered sheets of paper (recyclable), each sheet 
capable of holding thousands of bits of information. The pages are locked together with a 
custom-fit device called a binder, which keeps the sheets in their correct sequence. 
Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) allows manufacturers to use both sides of the sheet, 
doubling the information density and cutting costs and size. Experts are divided on the 
prospects for further increases in information density; for now, BOOKs with more information 
simply use more pages.  Each sheet is scanned optically, registering the information directly 
into your brain. A flick of the finger takes you to the next sheet. 

BOOK may be taken up at any time and used merely by opening it. The ‘browse’ feature 
allows you to move instantly to any sheet, and to move backwards and forwards as you wish. 
Many come with an ‘index’ feature, which pinpoints the exact location of any selected 
information for instant retrieval. 

BOOK never crashes or needs rebooting, though, like other devices, it can be damaged if 
coffee is spilled on it and it may become unusable if dropped too many times on a hard 
surface. 

You can also make personal notes next to BOOK text entries using optional programming 
tools: Permanent Entry Nib (PEN) or Portable Erasable Nib Correctable Intercommunication 
Language Stylus (PENCILS). 

 

This month’s poem: Ecce Ancilla Domini by Steven Rolling 
This month’s poem by Steven Rollings was inspired by Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s painting, 
Ecce Ancilla Domini. It is a hymn-poem written to the tune of Woodlands (Tell out my Soul) 
(Luke 1 v.26-38). 

 

  
‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’, it be 
‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord I be’ 
Said Mary, when the angel Gabriel 
Came to her, and the announcement did tell 
  
Would tell that she not fear, but has 
favour            
With God, and would bear for us our Saviour 
His name would be JESUS, He shall be great 
Son of the Highest, of royal estate 
  
The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne  
Of His earthly ancestor, David, known 
And He shall reign for ever and ever 
His kingdom endless and ceases never 
  
And here displayed in purity of white 
Mary, a virgin, trembles at the sight 
A small dove seen, the Holy Spirit, He 
By His power the child’s Father would be 

A small dove seen, the Holy Spirit, He 
By His power the child’s Father would be 
 
Here feet of flames of angel painted, see 
And white flower offered to Mary be 
A tapestry in foreground, Rossetti 
A scene revealed, contemplativity  
 
So her response, behold, I the handmaid 
Of the Lord, let the angel’s words be made 
Steadfast, and so be it e’en as you say 
I Him shall humbly trust, serve, and obey.  

 



 
Broadcast  June 2021 

PUZZLE PAGE 

 

 

Here's a gimme to get your brain flowing: 

Q: A clerk at a butcher shop stands five feet ten inches tall and wears size 13 sneakers. What does he weigh? 
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ROTARY CLUB OF HAGLEY 

 

In April the Hagley Rotarians of Hagley were pleased to see arrangements for the July 2021 

weekend away at Llangollen was confirmed weather and Covid restrictions permitting. 

The external event was considered including rock climbing, white water rafting and bungee 

jumping was discussed, but a more exciting canal trip was favoured.  

The Rotarians of Hagley have continued to make contributions to the Black Country 

foodbanks. These have been well received and appreciated. 

The month of April is when Rotarians concern themselves with Maternal and Children's 

Health projects recognising that not everybody has access to good primary health care and 

contributing to projects which focus on the mother and child need.  

 

Through service projects and Rotary programs, the Rotary family is committed to pursuing 

projects that address the basic needs of the human condition. 

Wherever posable and when the opportunity presents itself, the Rotarians of Hagley are 

committed to better environments in which raise children in their early years. 

The Rotary Club of Hagley wishes all children and their mothers Health and Happiness.   

So if readers would like to have fun with a purpose, consider joining our club who will be 

meeting at 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm on Monday evenings by visiting our website at   

https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website. 

Should anybody require help or assistance or just a friendly phone call during the 

period of confinement just phone: Martin Freckelton on 01562 700 391 or Dave Santus 

on 01562 886 529 

They will be delighted to tell you more about our club and share a friendly  

 

Answer to puzzle on previous page: Meat! 

 

 

 

 

Godfrey Partridge phf, President and Public Relations Officer  
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 4EF  
Tel: 01562 827 225 E-Mail qshare.qa@gmail.com 

Rotary Club of Hagley No 1328 

District 1060 

Rotary Club of Hagley No 1328 

District 1060 

Rotary Club of Hagley No 1328 

District 1060 

HAGLEY U3A 

Covid has made a big difference to all our lives – including socialising in the normal way. 

Some members of Hagley U3A have continued to keep in touch via Zoom and WhatsApp. 

We don’t know when we’ll be able to resume our monthly meetings but we have provisionally 

reserved our usual space at St Saviour’s church hall for 1.45 on Wednesday 1st September, 

in the hope that we will be able to have our meeting with a Speaker. 

For more details about our group please contact our Membership Secretary Ian Powick : 

email ian.powick@gmail.com  or phone 01562  883822. 

Carolyn Buckle 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Tree Surgery 
NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured 

 

• Tree Felling 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Reducing & Re-shaping 

• Pruning 

• 24-hour Emergency Call-out 
 

For Advice or Free Estimates 

Tel: 01527 882505 

Mob: 07810 618042 

Email: info@acer-trees.co.uk 

Web: www.acer-trees.co.uk 
 

 

 

 Home: 01562 700775 Mobile: 07931 636062 



 

 

 

WALKERCRIPS 
STOCKBROKERS 

A Traditional 
Stockbroking 

Service 
Share Dealing •  

Portfolio Management 
• Investment Management 
• Tax Efficient Investing • 

NISAs & JISAs •  
 

 

 
020 3100 8285 I 07914 386222 
neal.stevens@wcgplc.co.uk 

126 Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 3AP 

www.wcgplc.co.uk 

Walker Crips Stockbrokers Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority. Registration Number: 226344. Registered Office: Finsbury Tower, 103-105 Bunhill Row, 

London EC1Y 8LZ Registered in England and Wales with registered number    4774117 

 

Handyman Martin 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Tiling  *  Coving  *  Laminate Flooring 
Flat Pack Assembly  *  Door Hanging 

 
Telephone : 01562 754956   Mobile : 07779 656159 

 

 

 

 

 

Neal Stevens 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is our aim to provide a range of good quality 
self-storage facilities at a reasonable price with a minimum rental period 

of one month. Central village location 

Please see our web site for more information. 

www.belbroughtonstorage.co.uk 

or call us on 01562 730874   
 

(calls will be answered Clarkson Controls) 
 

Clent Dental Care 
2 Eton Walk Hagley 01562 884160 www.clentdentist.com 

Premier dental care – because you’re worth it … 
Our highly experienced and dedicated team can provide you … 

 

• White Filling prices from £68, Children’s fillings from £12 ground floor easy access 

• Same dentist every visit 

• Tooth Whitening offer £199 

• Crowns, bridges, veneers 

• Orthodontics – tooth straightening for adults or children 

• Clear/white appliances; obtain fast perfect results with no tooth extractions! 

• Root canal treatment 

• Quality natural looking dentures 

• Experienced Hygienist Smile makeovers 

• Tooth Implants – replace teeth permanently 

• Occlusal treatment – curing headaches, neck pain, tinnitus, tooth sensitivity 

• No waiting, tailored appointments to suit you 

• Smooth wrinkles and lines using radiofrequency facials or Bo-Tox/filler treatments 

• Plasma facial (vampire face lift) to rejuvenate your face, neck, décolletage and hands hence look 
years younger 

 

     Dr N W Turner B.D.S – 37 years experience 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
MARSHALL DÉCOR 

 
 

High class   painting & decorating 

Interior & Exterior 

Commercial & Domestic 
 

For your quotation contact: 
 

Tom Marshall

 

Tel:        0121 561 3995

 

Mobile:  07930 807 461 

 

Email: marshalldecor@icloud.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Tree Surgery; 
Pruning, Thinning, Felling, Reduction, Stump Grinding and Planting 

Seasoned Logs for Sale 

Ground Maintenance; 
Hedges trimmed, lawns cut and edged, strimming, driveways and 

patios (pressure washed), sites tidied 
Woodchip supplied 

 

NPTC qualified and fully insured 
Telephone Mark: 07789 854473 

 

Mark Lewis 

Environmental 

Services 
 

 

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING WORK 

AND RENDERING 

30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

Clean Reliable Work Guaranteed 

Call Ian Prosser 07495045219 

ianprosser1@gmail.com 

 

 



 
 

  

Need an Electrician? 
 

 
 

 

*Extra sockets * House extensions/conversions * Lights fitted 
* Rewires * Fuseboard upgrades * Fault Finding / RCD tripping faults 
* Portable Appliance Testing * EV points * CCTV/alarms/data cabling  

* Electrical Reports for Landlord/property sale or purchase * Garden Lighting 
 

No Job too Small 
Honest, local, friendly, reliable & tidy service 

Domestic. Commercial & Industrial Electrical Installations 

Call Ian for a free quote on 01562 883129 or 07886 483737 
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