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Specialist in Aga–Rayburn appliances
Boiler replacements and full heating systems installed
We service gas, oil and L.P.G appliances as
well as offering new and reconditioned Aga and
Rayburn cookers
Let us give your existing Aga a new lease of life
with full or part re-enamelling and replacing of
tired and worn-out parts
Contact us on 01562 752659 or 07770 698073
najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk

Handyman Martin
Painter & Decorator
Tiling * Coving * Laminate Flooring
Flat Pack Assembly * Door Hanging

Telephone : 01562 754956 Mobile : 07779 656159

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS
Replacement units for misted glass.
Replacement handles and locks.
Fred Barnfield
established 30years
Telephone: 01746 781912
Mobile: 07971 788489

HagleyEyecare
- S T U D I OAn Independent Family Business at
41 The Old Woodyard, Hagley Hall,
Hagley, DY9 9LQ
Eye Examinations
Contact Lens Clinic
Single Vision Glasses from £39.00
Other opticians’ prescriptions welcome.
Over 1000 frames on display; designer and budget
Free NHS Spectacles - Free NHS Sight Tests
Private Sight Tests £22.50
Easy Parking - Home Visits Available
www.hagleyeyecarestudio.co.uk
Tel: 01562 887138

Central Heating ・ Plumbing
ESTIMATES FREE
01562 700116 or 07836780637 40years experience

CLIVE COX (REGISTERED PLUMBER)

BROOME VILLAGE HALL: Next to Broome Church, DY9 0HA
(Access via Broome Lane) A GOOD PLACE TO MEET
Suits groups of up to forty. Bookings welcome.
Available at weekends and on some weekdays.
Enquirers please phone

01562 701259
or 07778 397907
or email: broomevillagehall@gmail.com

(Also known as Blakedown Sports Cars)

All makes of cars serviced and repaired
MOT’s Catered for
Collection Service Available

New House Farm Ind. Estate, Belbroughton Road, Blakedown. DY10 3JH
Call John on: 01562 700898
or Mobile: 07976 427248
email: johnblakedownsportscars@gmail.com
Est. over 30 years

CHURCHILL VILLAGE HALL
Available 7 days a week, for Parties & Celebrations
Business Meetings & Classes
Catering can be arranged with a local company
Telephone: Mrs Sharon Addis on 01562 700230
churchillvillagehall@gmail.com

BLAKEDOWN PARISH ROOM
Belbroughton Road, Blakedown DY10 3JG
All queries and booking enquiries Tel: 01562 700788
Or via email to: blakedownparishrooms@gmail.com

Clent Dental Care
2 Eton Walk Hagley 01562 884160 www.clentdentist.com

Premier dental care – because you’re worth it …
Our highly experienced, dedicated, friendly team can provide for you …
Pain free anaesthetic, no numb lips with Quicksleeper pen anaesthetic
White Filling prices from £68, Children’s fillings from £12
Same dentist every visit
Tooth Whitening offer £199
Crowns, bridges, veneers
Orthodontics – tooth straightening for adults or children
Clear/white appliances; obtain fast perfect results with no tooth extractions!
Root canal treatment
Quality natural looking dentures
Experienced Hygienist
Smile makeovers
Tooth Implants – replace teeth permanently
Occlusal treatment – curing headaches, neck pain, tinnitus, tooth sensitivity
No waiting, tailored appointments to suit you
Ground floor easy access
Smooth wrinkles and lines using radiofrequency facials or Bo-Tox/filler treatments
Plasma facial (vampire face lift) to rejuvenate your face, neck, décolletage and hands hence - look
years younger

Dr N W Turner B.D.S – 39 years experience
DR Jessica Round BDS

It is our aim to provide a range of good quality
self-storage facilities at a reasonable price with a minimum rental
period of one month. Central village location
Please see our web site for more information.
www.belbroughtonstorage.co.uk
or call us on 01562

730874

(calls will be answered Clarkson Controls)

Broadcast

July 2020

Letter from Canon Sue Oliver …
I’m writing this when I am very much hoping a booking I made
at Holland House last year will be possible on July 27th. In my
role, additional to that of being parish priest for the five
churches of Fairfield, Blakedown, Churchill, Broome and
Belbroughton, I am Worcester Diocesan Warden of Readers.
This is a multi faceted and demanding unpaid role, supposedly
one day a week, but inevitably it makes great demands upon
my time.
But the Study and Quiet Day I hope to be leading at Holland
House focuses the mind on what are the priorities as we
enter a new phase of dealing with Corvid 19. As Warden of Readers, one of my
priorities for the 140+ active Readers/LLM’s of the Diocese is for their continuing
ministerial development so they can be as effective as they can be.
As a Parish priest that too is one of my aspirations, or something very like it, for those
who are members of our churches. I would like to help everyone be the best possible
disciple of Jesus they can be. That is what I try to pray for, why I have the Staff
Meetings, what my aim is in preaching.
But, as your Parish priest I have many other things I would like to do. I want these
villages to be places where the Kingdom values of love, compassion, justice and
freedom are evident. With that in mind I try to support village halls and schools, all of
which, physically, have been difficult these last months.
I do know that, inevitably, though it’s not my favourite, I have to do a fair bit of general
organisation and administration. And in that I am, and you all are, blessed in the work of
the Parish Office and both Chrissy and Christine and also Pauline Jones who produces
service schedules far better than I can.
And when we get back to the new normal safely, I want to appoint a Children and
Family Worker for Fairfield and Belbroughton and get the Holy Cross Group Pilgrimage
up and running.
So you see, I haven’t been twiddling my thumbs during lockdown. I have tried to keep in
touch with the vulnerable by telephone and am contributing to online worship, so well
put together by Andrew Yardley. And I have been praying and reflecting on what are the
priorities, given all the many responsibilities. One thing lockdown has taught me is that I
do not want to go back to working the nearly 90 hours a week I was working pre
lockdown so the priorities are the things to hang on to.
The Archdeacon of Dudley too has been reflecting on her responsibilities during this
time. Please read it all the way through. Don’t just focus your anxieties about the future
on the one sentence: Dare we contemplate allowing our building to become perhaps a
beautiful ruin?
I don’t see that as the future for any of our village churches. I don’t want any of them to
close. But I should so love them to be less burdensome to hard working churchwardens
and PCC’s. And I do think we should be praying and thinking how we can all lessen the
load.
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Read the article, listen to it on the following link if you can and try to work out how God
wants his Kingdom values spread throughout our villages with the Church, the people,
not just the building, at the very heart .
https://viamedia.news/2020/06/09/we-cant-go-back-to-preserving-bricksmortar/?fbclid=IwAR1uTzkzl6Tg8eIZxZmgewH_nQakBtU2F6nzmQsMvZUR1JLxecdjQg
ygxiM
Prayers and Blessings,
Canon Sue

We can’t go back to preserving Bricks & Mortar – the Ven Nikki Groarke
A small group of beleaguered disciples, tired, fearful and disappointed, uncertain
about the future, meeting behind closed doors, wistfully reminiscing about the crowds
who had at one time gathered with them. Now it’s just the faithful remnant.
The Holy Spirit comes, and they are transformed, heading out into the public arena,
living life fully as Christ’s followers, drawing others to join them by their love for each
other and their neighbours, and their accessible, amateurish but heartfelt teaching and
worship.
We have all reflected recently on a story something like this over Pentecost. However,
what I am describing is not the early church, but rather what I have seen played out in
many small congregations across my diocese in these last few months. In multi-parish
rural benefices and urban teams, where previously ten to fifteen committed long term
members met in multiple locations for worship, now a hundred or more gather online
together, energised and engaged each week, making new friends and attracting others.
It’s easier to join a crowd than a clique.
For many years across the country, weary church wardens have with dogged
determination, fought to keep regular Sunday services going in their church building,
not wanting to betray their predecessors by allowing the church to die on their watch.
Failure and local wrath have been constant threats. Then, overnight in March, the doors
of every church building were closed, unilaterally. And they were not responsible. It was
not their fault. A Kairos moment?
Lockdown was dramatic and shocking for church communities. Emerging from it will be
far more nuanced, and no less difficult. Already MPs and journalists are politicising the
‘draconian’ refusal to permit the use of church buildings for private prayer and funerals.
Bishops across the country are tweeting (including my own)! Passions and anxieties are
running high amidst uncertainties and swathes of guidelines for ‘whenever we can
reopen’.
Churches will soon be allowed to open again, and that is right. But please let’s not rush
back to opening them all. Church buildings are different, have different purposes and
callings, and can sometimes get in the way of God’s people truly being church. And we
have too many of them.
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It’s very easy to say. “Open your church building from tomorrow” to gain some support
from vocal campaigners. But what about the tiny rural church with no mains water,
where handwashing isn’t possible? How do you clean an ancient building with nooks
and crannies when you can’t slosh the bleach around? How do you safely open a huge
cathedral with multiple entrances and many chapels, when staff are furloughed, closure
of cafés and shops and no tourists has caused a financial crisis, and most volunteers are
vulnerable or shielding? Practically there are many issues to be overcome. The
challenges will be met of course. Clergy and church members will rise to the occasion
creatively, just as they have adapted to the constraints of recent months with resilience
and faith.
But what about the opportunities of this Kairos moment? Strategically is it right to go
back to dispersed, fragmented and often insular worship in every place? Surely this is
the time to courageously ask the questions few previously dared voice.
Should this church be used for worship each Sunday in the future? Can we re-designate
for occasional use – weddings, funerals, harvest and Christmas? Can we formally close,
and recognise the building’s importance as a local heritage asset, treating it as such
rather than trying to meet unrealistic expectations of it becoming a vibrant community
hub when we all know in our hearts that this role is filled adequately by the village hall
or pub? Dare we contemplate allowing our building to become perhaps a beautiful ruin?
Place is important of course, and prayed in places are undoubtedly holy. It is important
to have sacred space where we can gather, celebrate the sacraments, reflect amidst
beauty. Buildings where key life events have been marked hold special significance and
will always be places of pilgrimage. But not every church building is beautiful, many are
not fit for purpose, they are often in the wrong places where settlements have moved.
Some were built for dubious reasons – as follies or status symbols. One size does not fit
all, and we need to grasp the freedom the current closure gives us to treat each case
individually.
If congregations and weary wardens can be released to be church, rather than being
burdened with the responsibility of preserving bricks and mortar, maybe the new life we
have seen emerge in lockdown might blossom and flourish – not forever online –
heaven forbid! But in vibrant Christian communities meeting in the most appropriate
church building in a grouping, or even in a school hall, focussing their energies and
enthusiasm on serving their communities, fed by corporate worship with many others,
sharing gifts and skills as they grow in discipleship together.
My theological college principal often reflected that policy is usually at least ten years
behind practice in the Church of England. Re-designating masses of church buildings
can, if we are brave to seize the moment, be trialled instinctively as we begin to embrace
the new normal. The legislation to make it formal will take Chancellors and
Archdeacons and General Synod many years and tie us all in knots, but let’s not be
deterred. We cannot go back to a uniform approach to church buildings draining the
life from the church. Let’s invest in some, reinvent others, and dare to let some quietly
stay closed for ever.

Broadcast

July 2020

Cultivating thankfulness by Nikki Groarke, Archdeacon of Dudley
As I write this piece for you, at the very end of
May, life is still full of uncertainty, and I have no
idea what the situation in our country, or in our
churches, will be like by the time you read my
words. The year to date has been one of
unprecedented change – much that we now regard
as ‘normal’ would have been unimaginable this
time last year. We have adapted our life styles,
followed the guidelines, practised social distancing, closed our church buildings and
endeavoured to stay alert to slow the spread of a global pandemic and save lives.
I wonder what you have most missed during these months of lockdown. And I wonder
how long we will consciously treasure those things when we eventually have them back
in our lives.Because we take so much for granted, until it’s suddenly not there, or not
allowed.For me, it’s been all about people – my family and friends. Throughout April and
May, there were many things we could only do with ‘members of our own household’. I,
along with over eight million other people in the UK, live alone, so until late May I
couldn’t do anything with anyone! Apart from my virtual encounters (which fill most days
– the wonders of technology have enabled meetings to go on, so the world hasn’t
ground to a complete halt). How I have missed being with my Mum and Dad, my wider
family, sharing a meal and a hug. How I have craved a face-to-face chat with a friend.
How I have longed to mingle with others over a coffee at then end of a church service,
after having sung our hearts out in praise and shared communion and a sign of peace
together.
Some of those joys are gradually being restored now. I can see my mum in the garden,
but not hug her. I can run with a friend and chat to my heart’s content, but running a
marathon with thousands of others is off limits. Church buildings are likely to be closed
for gathered worship for some time yet. My spirits have been lifted wonderfully by these
new freedoms, and I want to keep that sense of thankfulness and joy, never again
taking such things for granted.
In his letter to a small church in Colosse, Saint Paul urges his readers to ‘be thankful’, to
‘sing with gratitude’. It’s easy to forget thankfulness when we take things for granted, the
freedoms most of us have as able bodied people in a relatively affluent part of the world.
When the freedom to leave our homes, walk the hills, get a haircut, worship together,
hug our family gets wrenched from us, we are perhaps prompted to realise how little we
appreciated all that was good. I hope to have an attitude of gratitude long after this crisis
is over. I want to be thankful for all the things I have missed, not just for the first few
weeks I have them back, but forever.
As we venture into whatever the new normal looks like, let’s cultivate thankfulness and
grateful hearts, and never take our blessings for granted.
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Churches Reopening for Private Prayer – 7th June 2020

You will have seen that the government made known last night that churches will be
allowed to open for private prayer from 15 June. I see this as good news which
establishes an important principle in that, as the BBC put it, ‘the government was
persuaded that if the public is ready to re-engage in retail therapy then people of faith
ought to be allowed to enter places of worship.’
That having been said, it is vital to be clear that not all churches can or should open at
present. There are many which cannot yet safely do so and no-one should feel
bounced or pushed into this. Indeed, it is not straightforward to reopen the Cathedral
even for limited access and the Chapter will be taking a very careful view about the
date on which this will become possible.
The archdeacons have already pointed you towards guidance on risk assessments to
determine whether not it is safe for particular churches to open for private prayer. In
the next day or two they will be inviting churchwardens to briefings/consultations on
Zoom together with Mark Carter to give input and advice and take questions. As
bishops and archdeacons, we are here to support you in the decision you reach after
careful consideration and consultation.
It is worth observing that the entry into lockdown was simple and straightforward but
opening up is likely to continue to be more ragged and contentious. I hope that we
shall be able to set a good example to society in remembering that not all things that
are lawful are beneficial (cf 1 Corinthians 10.23).
Thanks you for your continuing ministry in these stressful times and God bless you in
it.
+John
Dr John Inge, Bishop of Worcester
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Bishops revise and produce further guidance
9th June 2020
The House of Bishops today discussed a range of issues
around COVID-19 and approved further advice on funerals,
the celebration of Holy Communion and ordinations.
The guidance advises that funerals may be carried out in
church buildings from Jun 15.
It has been issued in light of the easing of restrictions on
individual private prayer in places of worship, the reduction in death rates linked to Covid-19
and the pastoral needs of those who have been bereaved. It is in line with guidance from
Public Health England.
In keeping with the Church of England’s wider approach to a phased reopening of places of
worship, it will be up to each diocesan bishop and senior team how they use the guidance
to support churches and cathedrals depending on their local context.
The House noted that this guidance is permissive and not prescriptive. If a building could
not open because staff were ill or shielding or could not be easily cleaned, for example, it
would be a local decision by those with authority over the building as to whether the
permission was used or not.
The funeral may take place at a local crematorium or cemetery if the decision is taken not to
open the church as is the case now.
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of England’s Recovery Group,
said: “While the restrictions on everyday life necessary to help reduce the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic have been difficult for us all, I’m only too aware that those who have
lost loved ones have suffered most of all. I know that the grieving process has been even
more difficult because of the limitations on funerals themselves.
“There are now least some signs of hope of an improvement with a fall both in the number
of new infections and the death rate, but there will still, sadly, have to be significant
limitations on how we mark funerals for some time to come.
“Nevertheless the House of Bishops has agreed that in light of the changing circumstances
it is time to review our advice so that it will soon be possible for funeral services to be
conducted inside church buildings following Government guidelines.
“At the same time we are actively planning for a wider phased reopening of places of
worship when it is safe and practical to do so and look forward to the time when we can
meet and worship together again in our buildings which mean so much to so many.”
Separate funeral and bereavement resources for clergy and officiants for funerals can be
found on our website ( https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/funeral-andbereavement-resources-ministers )
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John Waters is the Treasurer in the parish of Badsey with Aldington. Before the lockdown
The tomost
approach
to (PGS). The first
began, the PCC had decided
exploreeffective
using the Parish
Giving Scheme
Treasurers Zoom Meetingregular
gave the extra
incentive
register
the parish, which is really quite
giving
intothe
parish
simple and quick. He then decided to use the new telephone service to sign himself up as the
first person to give to the parish in this way. Here he explains how straightforward the process
was.

*Amended requirements during Covid-19 response*

“I had previously met with the Diocesan Stewardship Officer, Alison Maddocks, who had talked
"I wholeheartedly commend the Parish Giving Scheme to every parish and to every individual." (Bishop John)
me through the scheme. As a result, the PCC took the decision in January that we ought to
give it a try, but hadn’t actually got any further than that. It was completely new to us – but
perhaps we could be the guinea pigs for the other parishes in the benefice?

Parishes already registered with Parish Giving Scheme can now encourage new
“Adonors
new parish
application
needs
to has
be signed
offform,
by the
treasurer;
vicar and
a churchwarden.
to sign
up. If the
donor
a donor
they
can complete
this
and send it to
Once
you
have
that,
along
with
some
other
basic
financial
information,
the
registration
the address given. If they do not have a form, they need to go to the Parish Giving moves
quite quickly. I was given a parish number to pass on to anyone who might want to sign up and
Scheme website where they are now able to register their interest in becoming a donor.
start giving to the parish in this way.
The Parish Giving Scheme team will then call them back in due course to accept their
donation
instruction.
For more
please
Alison
Maddocks
/ 07930to me
“After
registering
the parish,
I then information
signed myself
up to contact
be our first
giver.
It was important
as853433
treasurer that I understood what I was asking others to do. This was also really easy – I
spoke to the Parish Giving Scheme team in Gloucester giving the parish number and all my
personal details as well as defining the amount I wanted to give and whether it would be index
linked.I was also asked whether I could gift aid my donations. If I want to stop my giving at any
time, there is a number I can call. It was all set up in 24 hours!
“I can already see that the Parish Giving Scheme has real benefits for me as a treasurer – it
will definitely help to make the job easier, not least because they automatically calculate the
gift aid we’re entitled to, claim it back from HMRC for us and pay it into our bank account on a
monthly basis. It will also improve our cash flow as we know exactly how much money we’ve
got coming in each month.
“I would definitely encourage other parishes to have a look at the scheme. The process was
remarkably simple. Our next job is to plan a stewardship campaign so we can encourage more
individuals to sign up!”
If you would like to explore signing up to the Parish Giving Scheme in your parish, please
contact Alison Maddocks, Diocesan Stewardship Officer.
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ST JAMES THE GREAT, BLAKEDOWN
During the continuing Coronavirus outbreak, even though Blakedown's church
building remains closed it is still possible to donate to the work of Blakedown
church online and via your
mobile phone
It is important that everyone continues to give as usual, as the high costs of running
the church buildings still have to be paid - Covid 19 may have stopped most things
but not those continuing costs unfortunately.

You can donate to Blakedown church by scanning the above QR code with
your mobile phone, or you can simply click on this link to be taken directly to
the donation page:
https://thy.ng/CUR008645

Donate to Blakedown church at give.net
Simply click on the link below to be taken to Blakedown church's give.net
donations page
https://www.give.net/20179617
Donate to Blakedown church by standing order
Bank Account number: 0003385202
Sort Code: 30-98-21
You can donate to Churchill church by standing order
Bank account number: 30232351
Sort Code: 40-43-17
Free will offering envelopes:
You can continue to donate to both Churchill and Blakedown
churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them through the
letterbox of number
69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily exercise.
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call
(01562) 700543.
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AUTHORISED LAY MINISTRY (ALM)

In the Diocese of Worcester we seek to be a church – a Kingdom people – not only for those
who already belong, but also for those who are not or not yet our members. We believe that a
shared ministry of ordained and lay people develops a healthy Church and a world-facing
discipleship, and so we pray “your kingdom come on earth as in heaven”.
Ordained ministry, licensed lay ministry and authorised lay ministry all work together to
support the shared witness and service of all who are called into Christ’s fellowship.
Lay ministry is thriving in many different ways, and Authorised Lay Ministry further enables
and affirms this. Many people want to offer their time and talents in particular ways, and this
scheme offers them a short but focussed Diocesan training course, to equip them for specific
roles in their parishes. It encourages local diversity and promotes diocesan collegiality.
The training
The training for ALM consists of a one-year course of common and specialist modules. At the
end of the course, the Bishop holds a celebration in the cathedral, at which he presents all
those who have completed the course with a certificate of completion. After receiving this,
each ALM is authorised for their ministry by their incumbent in their own parish, where the
congregation is encouraged to support, welcome and pray for them.
As a diocesan training team we hope to offer ongoing support through spotting in-service
opportunities and communicating these to ALMs, by encouraging local support in ministry
teams, and by the provision of occasional study days. The team hopes to support the parish
and the ALM in any ongoing process of discernment, training and vocational development.
Each course concludes with a Celebration of ALM ministry when those who have completed
this year's course receive their course certificates from the bishop. We hope that they will be
well supported by their congregations, and other ALMs as we celebrate the contribution ALM
ministry makes to the life of our diocese.
See https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/your-church-role/alm/ for further details.
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READINGS FOR THIS MONTH
Sunday 5th July
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 4
(Green)
Zechariah 9.9-12
Romans 7.15-25a
145.8-15
Matthew 11.16-19,25-30

Sunday 12th July
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 5
(Green)
Isaiah 55.10-13
Romans 8.1-11
65.(1-7),8-13
Matthew 13.1-9,18-23

Sunday 17th July
First Reading

Trinity 6
(Green)
Wisdom of Solomon 12.13,16-19
Or Isaiah 44.6-8
Romans 8.12-25
86.11-17
Matthew 13.24-30,36-43

Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel
Sunday 26th July
First Reading
Second Reading
Psalm
Gospel

Trinity 7
(Green)
1 Kings 3.5-12
Romans 8.26-39
119.129-136
Matthew 13.31-33,44-52

These readings are available with your weekly pews sheet, which can also be found
online at www.bfc-worcs.co.uk or emailed to you direct.
There is a weekly online Service video for all the churches within the group, the
Services starting at 10 am each Sunday. People can join the Service by going to
the "Services for this Sunday" page of the CBB website (see below). Some
weeks will be led by Canon Sue, some weeks by members of the ALM.
The link to the "Online Service for This Sunday", is now:
https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/online-service-for-this-sunday.html
and https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCToVq6Co2UxmbzgrvYbzfUg
Both these links can be found on the church website www.bfc-worcs.co.uk

The Weekly pews sheet is available by email; please contact the church office
at bfcoffice@btconnect.com to be sent one, or visit our website for the latest
news at www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
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NEWS

Patterns for
Kingdom Living
Patterns for Kingdom
Living is a resource
and an
encouragement to
support you as you
grow in your Christian
faith and practice. If
you decide to use it,
there are two
pathways you can
choose between. The
first is very short and
simple; the second
covers the same
ground as the first,
but then goes further.
See
https://www.cofeworcester.org.uk/your
-faith/kingdompatterns/patterns-forkingdom-living.php

Please remember, we are still taking
donations of food, hygiene products and
money. To find locations, days and times
where you can do this, please see our
website:
www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/locations

Sermon Podcasts
Each week a sermon podcast is
available to listen to and download
from the Diocesan website. If you’d
like a short reflection on the week’s
readings, do have a listen.
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Next Year’s Bishop Certificate Course
It’s time to start thinking about the next Bishop’s Certificate. Could this be just what you’re
looking for to grow your faith?

Because of COVID-19, we're still planning the best way to deliver the Bishop's Certificate
Course, and considering whether to plan for mainly online groups, or wait until we can meet
(properly socially distanced) for face-to-face group, or perhaps do a mix of both.
However, we are absolutely expecting new courses to start this autumn and winter. If you're
considering doing a course, or leading one in your parish, we'd like to hear from you. Drop
an email to training@cofe-worcester.org.uk to express your interest as either a participant or
a potential parish group leader, and we'll keep in touch about our plans. If you have a
preference for online or face-to-face, then let us know that as well.
If you want to learn more about what's involved, then take a look at https://www.cofeworcester.org.uk/mission-and-ministry/your-christian-calling/bishops-certificate/, or download
the course flyer, which includes an outline of the course contents.

I am taking this opportunity through the Broadcast magazine to say thank you for all
the kind, lovely and thoughtful messages, condolence cards, flowers and phone calls
from people in and around Blakedown on the death of my son Damien in April at 49
years of age. He was a much loved son, dad and brother.
Just over £2,000 was raised in his memory for the “Vale Wildlife Hospital” in
Malvern. Thanks again to those who donated to that, also a special thank you to
Canon Sue for her gentle kind words and Mary Macdiarmid also.
Celia Ryan and family
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Church Officers
Licensed Lay Ministers

Mr Gerald Dyer
Mr Andrew Hewines
Church Wardens
Churchill
Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer
Blakedown
Mr Andrew Yardley
Broome
Mr Michael Clark
Organist
Blakedown
Mr Graham Rock
Parish Office
Christine Thomas and Chrissy Roberts
Parish Safeguarding:
Mrs Sara Brehony
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer
Hilary Higton
Three Churches Website: cbbchurches.weebly.com
Churchill Church website: Churchill-church.weebly.com

01562 700748
07824 662344
07881 647005
01562 700393
01384 373015
01562 884926
01562 730777
01562 700691
07495 060869
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CHURCH SERVICES
At the direction of the Archbishops, ALL Church of England CHURCHES are now
CLOSED, but changes are in motion. Watch website for latest news.
Although Sunday services are temporarily suspended, please visit our websites for
details of live services online.

and https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCToVq6Co2UxmbzgrvYbzfUg
Both these links can be found on the church website www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
We will also worship together with others from Hagley and Clent on Zoom. You are
invited to “attend” Sunday Worship on Zoom – at 10.30 am every Sunday.
Join Zoom Meeting
Please visit http://www.clent-worcs.co.uk/ for the link to this
Or alternatively, contact Revd Richard Newton to be added to
His email list for details nearer the time
The week’s Sermon podcast is available from the Diocese of Worcester and can be
found under the news section of https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs
Blakedown Scouts

5.30pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
6.30pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
6.00pm Monday
Blakedown Parish Rooms Term-time only
5.45pm – 7.00pm Thursday
Scout Hut
6.30pm – 8.00pm Monday
Scout Hut
7.00pm Wednesday
Scout Hut E: kd12gsl@gmail.com
Chairperson of the Exec committee - Adele Reynolds
Archery
Times vary
Scout Hut
Parish Delivery Network
Andrew Yardley Tel: 01562 700393
Short Mat Bowls
7.30pm Thursday
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Blakedown Baby
9.00am Tuesday
Blakedown Parish Rooms
& Toddlers
Tel: 07740 373181
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Tel: 01562 700788
Blakedown Women’s Institute
Tel: 01562 700788
nd
7.30pm 2 Weds
Blakedown Parish Rooms
Blakedown Recreations Rooms (Snooker)
Mike Pitt Tel: 01562 700818
Blakedown Tennis Club
Tel: 07980 055823
Blakedown Cricket Club
Tel: 01562 700623
rd
Broome Women’s Institute 7.30pm 3 Weds Broome Village Hall
E: broomewi@gmail.com
Theatre 282 of Blakedown
7.30 Weds & Sun
Blakedown Parish Rms Tel: 07578 154070
Probus Club
Monthly at the Granary Hotel
Alan Tel: 01562 884348
Hagley U3A
Ian Powick Tel: 01562 883822
E: ian.powick@gmail.com
Churchill & Blakedown Sports Centre
Ian Challice Tel: 07786 545744
Churchill & Blakedown Historical Society
Jim Long
Email: https://candbhistorical.weebly.com/
Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177
Signal Box Booking
Jim Long
Tel: 01562 701168 / 01384 371177
Blakedown Signal Box
Website: blakedownsignalbox.weebly.com
Churchill & Blakedown Parish Council
Clerk: Angela Preece
Tel: 01746 781171
Email: churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com
Broome Parish Council
Clerk: Beverley Drew
Email: clerk.broomepc@gmail.com
Wyre Forest District Council - Wyre Forest Rural Ward
If you have an issue regarding Wyre Forest District Council which you would like to discuss, then
please do not hesitate to contact your Wyre Forest Rural Team:Councillor Ian Hardiman Tel: 01562 631139
Email: ian.hardiman@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Councillor Marcus Hart Tel: 01562 851769
Email: Marcus.hart@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Councillor Lisa Jones Tel: 07854713819
Email: lisa.jones@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Or Member Support on 01562 732501 and they will pass the message on.
Worcestershire County Council (Chaddesley Division)
If you have an issue regarding Worcestershire County Council which you would like to discuss,
then please do not hesitate to contact your County Councillor:Councillor Marcus Hart Tel: 01562 851769
Email: mhart@worcestershire.gov.uk
Or Member Support on 01905 766650 and they will pass the message on.
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Church Office:
bfcoffice@btconnect.com

Priest:
Revd Canon Susan Oliver
01562 701076 Broome

Blakedown
Churchwarden:
Andrew Yardley

Churchill
01562 700393

Churchwardens:
Mrs Angela Stockley-von Statzer
Honorary Reader:
07881 647005
Mr Gerald Dyer
01562 700748
Honorary Reader:
Organist:
01562 700748
Mr Graham Rock 01562 884926 Mr Gerald Dyer
Hon PCC Secretary:
Hon PCC Secretary:
Mrs Mary Macdiarmid
Mrs Mary Macdiarmid
01562 700776
01562 700776
Treasurer:
Treasurer:
Mrs Janice Johns
Mrs Janice Johns
01562 700543
01562 700543
Church
Flowers:
Church Flowers:
Mrs Judy Tromans 01562 700108 Mrs Pauline Hayward
01562 700476
Distribution Manager:
--------------------------------------------Mrs Diana Reed Daunter
01562 700481
Parish Safeguarding Officer:
Broadcast Magazine
Sara Brehony
01562 700691
EDITORIAL
The Editor
01562 730777
Email:bfcoffice@btconnect.com

Churchwarden:
Michael Clarke
01384 373015
Honorary Reader:
Mr Gerald Dyer 01562 700748
Hon PCC Secretary:
vacant
Hon PCC Treasurer:
Mr Andrew Hewines
07824 662344
Church Flowers:
Mrs Fiona Middle
01562 887826
Distribution Manager:
Mrs Joy Gascoyne
01562 887735
Bookings Secretary for Village
Hall:
Mrs Carol Hingley 01562 701259
Planned Giving Sec:
Mr Andrew Hewines
07824 662344

OFFICE OPENING HOURS: (Telephone lines Closed for COVID-19 - please use emails only)
Mon-Weds 9-12am for Weddings, Funerals & Baptisms, Weds-Fri 9-12am for Broadcast Magazines
COPIES
Can be ordered from the Distributors or purchased from the Churches and ‘Crumbs’ in Blakedown
CONTRIBUTIONS
To: Church Office, 19 Church Road, Belbroughton DY9 9TE Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
COPY DATE Is the 10th of the month.
ADVERTISEMENTS / EDITOR
Contact: The Editor (Christine Thomas), on 01562 730777 at Church Office, address above, or Email:
bfcoffice@btconnect.com
WEBSITE
Blakedown, Churchill & Broome: https://cbbchurches.weebly.com/
Belbroughton, Fairfield & Clent: www.bfc-worcs.co.uk
Clent website: www.clent-worcs.co.uk
MISSION GROUP website: www.thebeneficemissiongroup.weebly.com

The PARISH NEWS accepts NO RESPONSIBILITY for the service, products or
otherwise of Advertisers in this publication.
Advertisements are reviewed on an annual basis, although ad-hoc adverts may be placed
throughout the year. Should you wish to place a new advert or make changes to an existing
advert, please contact the Editor Tel: 01562 730777 or Email: bfcoffice@btconnect.com
to be included in this publication
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NEWS
From the PARISH REGISTERS:

ST JAMES THE GREAT, BLAKEDOWN
Funeral & Burial:
17th June 2020

Richard Robert Burrow

Aged 76

You can now donate to Blakedown church with your mobile phone; simply scan the
QR code with your phone,
or go to the donations page at: https://thy.ng/CUR008645

GIVING TO THE CHURCHES
There are a number of ways that donations can be made towards the work of the
three churches in our parish.
Free will offering envelopes: You can continue to donate to both Churchill and
Blakedown churches using your Free Will Offering envelopes - please post them
through the letterbox of number 69 Belbroughton Road while you're out for your daily
exercise.
If you would like to have a set of Free Will Offering envelopes then please call
(01562) 700543.
By gifting online through give.net which is part of 'Stewardship' - a Christian
Charity.
give.net is easy to use....
Eg, go into www.give.net and click onto ‘Find a Charity’
Type “Blakedown and Churchill Churches, wait a moment for the church to pop up
and then follow the simple instructions.
NB it is quite common for this not to work first time, in which case please re-type and
all should be revealed!
For UK taxpayers, there is gift aid box to tick and Stewardship remits the tax reclaim
to the church, thus easing the burden on the Acting Treasurer.
The only income that your churches receive is from the generous gifts made by members of
the congregations and communities. From these gifts the general running costs of the
church buildings have to be met (there are always repairs needed to these beautiful old
buildings) and the stipend of your Priest, the Rectory running costs and all church mission
and outreach costs.
So, ALL contributions are very, very gratefully received.
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NEWS

The God of Wonder

Tips for Gardening – by Darren Rudge

In our responsiveness to the here-andnow,
in our wakefulness to the unexpected,
in our living as if now were forever:
the God of wonder is here with us.
In the shaking of our security,
in the danger which threatens to break in,
in the heart-trembling fear of the unknown:
the God of wonder is here with us.
In the gift of waiting in darkness,
in the open-eyed receiving of mystery,
in the now-ness of the present moment:
the God of wonder is here with us.

Baking soda, or sodium bicarbonate, is
an effective and safe fungicide on the
treatment of powdery mildew and several
other fungal diseases. The best
concentration of baking soda is a 1%
solution. The remainder of the solution
can be water, but coverage on the leaves
and stems is better if some sunflower oil
or soap is added to the mixture.
Silicone sealant: ever wanted a plant
support that’s invisible? Using outdoor
clear silicone sealant on young plants you
are trying to train gives you this effect;
place a good blob of the sealant on the
wall or fence and then let it go tack.
Push the stem into it and there you have
it; a place support you’ll never see,
doesn’t rot and roots or buds can
penetrate through if necessary.

JULY in the garden
This is often one of the hottest months of the year and a great time to sit out and
enjoy your garden. Keep plants looking good by regularly dead-heading, and you’ll
enjoy a longer display of blooms. Make sure you keep new plants well-watered,
using grey water where possible, and hoe off weeds, which thrive in the sunshine.
Top 10 jobs this month:
1. Check clematis for signs of clematis wilt
2. Care for houseplant while on holiday – not too much of a problem there this
year!
3. Water tubs and new plants if dry, but be water-wise
4. Deadhead bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials, to ensure
continuous flowering
5. Pick courgettes before they become marrows
6. Treat apple scab
7. Clear algae, blanket weeds and debris from ponds, and keep them topped up
8. Order catalogues for next year’s spring flowering bulbs
9. Give the lawn a quick-acting summer feed
10.Harvest apricots, peaches and nectarines
© RHS.org.uk
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Kitchen Corner

Thrifty Wartime dishes:

Potato Piglets
This fun and tasty recipe for potato piglets feeds six people but only uses six
potatoes and six sausages.
When served with a seasonal salad, this easy and nutritious meal will delight the
children and provide a thrifty summertime meal using British or home-grown
potatoes.
Ingredients:
6 medium fluffy potatoes, such as Maris Piper/King Edward
6 skinned sausages
To serve:
2 handfuls each mixed salad leaves, radishes, tomatoes and cucumber
Method:
1. Cut a fore out of the centre of each potato and stuff the sausage meat in its
place.
2. Bake in the oven at 200C / 180C fan / gas 6 for about one hour
3. When the potatoes are cooked, remove from the oven and serve with salad.
This recipe was devised by Gee Charman for www.lovepotatoes.co.uk to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of VE Day.
Do you have a recipe to share? If so, please send it along to the Editor
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Extract from the Broadcast Magazine July 1920:
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News from
Blakedown CE Primary School
School Christian Values

Peace Forgiveness Trust Perseverance Respect

From the beginning of June the school has seen the return to school for more key worker
children and those in Reception, Year 1, and Year 6. The parents of the children who
have been able to return have followed all the guidance sent out by school in preparation
for a safe and reassuring return. Due to all the support with routines and safe procedures
from families and staff, things have run smoothly.
It has been lovely to see some more children in school and to see parents taking care
to drop off and collect as per advice.
Schools are not meant to be empty places and to see and hear the children talking,
playing, and laughing this week has been a tonic to all the staff. Staff and school leaders
understand how worrying a time it is to consider returning children back to school and
hope that all the arrangements and new routines for cleaning and keeping separate have
helped to make returning less concerning than families may have thought.
Staff would like to thank families for their many kind comments, emails, and telephone
calls to express how well they felt the first weeks have proceeded. New guidelines mean
that changes will have happened between the writing of this and the publishing; but the
school hopes to open to more children before summer as Government guidelines allow
and so that children and staff can be safely accommodated at all times. The school
keeps families informed of any changes when they are known.
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Online Family Learning Courses
As well as class pages on the website for the children to access and their own logons to
online learning families have been signposted to a variety of online family learning
courses are available to join free including ‘5 days of family fun online’, ‘Book and Cook’
and ‘High School family crafts’– to book your place visit
https://www.learninworcestershire.ac.uk/book-a-co
Other Online Activities to access
STEAM
For those of you interested in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths
(STEAM). Clubs now operating online are:
• Lego Club – A new weekly Lego challenge is set every Tuesday, suitable for children
aged 3-11 years. Join the Library Lego club Facebook group.
• Coding & Computing Club – A fortnightly coding and computing club for 7-17-year olds
and their families, exploring coding for all levels from beginner to advanced, utilising a
variety of software and programming languages. Join the virtual coding and computing
club Facebook group
• Monthly Minecraft Challenges - Access monthly Minecraft challenges in our exclusive
library Minecraft worlds! Suitable for all ages and abilities. A new challenge is set at the
beginning of each calendar month. Join the monthly Minecraft challenge Facebook club
to learn more Please note – users will need an existing Minecraft account to access and
the game does have an online chat facility
Reading & Literacy Summer Reading Challenge
An annual reading challenge for children aged 4-11 years. This year’s challenge is being
delivered online, launching nationally on Friday 5th June. The theme is Silly Squad and
will be focusing on the enjoyment of reading for pleasure; children will be encouraged to
read anything that makes them happy. They can read books available at home or via
the library service online who will have a special ‘Silly Squad’ collection of books
available to download. Full details can be accessed from the national website from
Friday 5th June 2020 - https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ Will you take up the
challenge?
Early Years Learning Activities:
Storytimes and Rhyme time videos are available on demand via Worcestershire
Libraries You Tube channel or watch them live every Monday, Wednesday & Friday via
@WorcestershireLibraries Facebook page.
• Storytime at Home - Watch and listen to favourite stories, read by Worcestershire
Library staff. Aimed at pre-school and KS1 children to enjoy alongside their parents and
carers. Videos are posted every Monday & Wednesday at 10.00am on
@WorcestershireLibraries
• Rhyme Time online - For pre-school children to enjoy alongside parents and carers.
Videos are posted every Friday at 10.30am.
http://www.blakedowncofeprimary.co.uk/
01562 700243
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BROOME PARISH COUNCIL
The planned meeting dates for the rest of the year (if restrictions are lifted)
are as follows:- 2nd September and 2nd December
All at 7:30pm at Broome Village Hall, members of the public are very
welcome.
Beverley Drew
Clerk to Broome Parish Council
clerk.broomepc@gmail.com
Look at our website hosted by WCC www.worcestershire.gov.uk
CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

If you would like any information on the Parish Council please contact
the Parish Clerk, Mrs Angela Preece, 01746 781171/07572108924 or
email churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com.
Angela Preece PSLCC
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council
website http://www.parish-council.com/ChurchillandBlakedown/index.asp

BROOME WI
The WI has suspended meetings for the meantime. Our meetings are
normally held on the third Wednesday of the month in Broome Village
Hall commencing at 7.30 pm. For more information contact:
broomewi@gmail.com or check our website: www.broomewi.com

BLAKEDOWN SIGNAL BOX
Booking the Signal Box. The Signal Box in Mill Lane is currently unavailable for bookings due
to national restrictions to combat corona virus.
It is normally available for hire for small meetings and children’s parties. Full disabled access
including lift. Free Wifi. Various seating plans are available - there will be one to suit your
needs at just £10 per hour – proceeds and donations to the Churchill and Blakedown Villages
Trust for the upkeep of the Box. Contact via Facebook, or phone Jim Long of the Historical
Society 01562 701168 for further details including bookings status or to confirm your booking.
Signal Box lapel badges £3.50. Show everyone you are a Friend of Blakedown Signal Box
by wearing our high quality enamel lapel badge! On sale when the Signal Box is open or at
Historical Society meetings. All proceeds to Historical Society funds.
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BLAKEDOWN WI

Sadly we have still not been able to hold a meeting but a number of
our ladies have joined a Blakedown WI WhatsApp group and keep in
touch through it. Lots of beautiful photos of glorious gardens which
have been very much the centre of attention over this difficult period
and also many amusing links to videos and jokes to keep everyone amused. The best
of all though is the chance to chat with a group of ladies as if we were all sitting
together at a meeting.
The ladies of Blakedown WI have certainly not been idle. They have been sewing,
crocheting and knitting to help others in the community. Just a small number of their
activities are shown in these photos. They have been sewing scrubs; bags for nurses
to put their soiled scrubs into; lots of beautiful twiddle blankets for the elderly at local
care homes; face masks; head bands and morse bags. Also our skilled knitters have
made blankets and jackets for the premature babies unit.

Our future program of events will depend on guidelines for our health and safety but
this will be before too much longer.
Our meetings would normally be held on the second Wednesday of the month in
Blakedown Parish Rooms commencing at 7.30 pm. For more information checkout:
blakedown.womens.institute@gmail.com
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Historical Society programme of Events
at the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion
Forthcoming Events at the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion
Forthcoming guest speakers’ evenings and events, held on the third Monday of the
months shown, in the Norman Dawson Sports Pavilion at 7.30pm. Entrance £2 members,
£4 non members
21 Sept 2020

PROVISIONAL “The Great Fire of Warwick” with Dr Gillian White, who
explains the little known events of 1694

19 Oct 2020

PROVISIONAL “The Bluebird Toffee Factory” with Julian Hunt. A
reminder of all our local childhoods

16 Nov 2020

PROVISIONAL “Wartime in Worcestershire” with Paul Harding

Historical Society Events at the Signal Box
Our website is live! Visit at https://candbhistorical.weebly.com. Here’s where it all
comes together, including online links to the Society’s digital archive and the archive of
the parish magazine going back as far as the 1860s!
Society Membership is just £10 for the year, renews every 1st April. Members
meeting entry £2, including refreshments….and there is our prize draw! If you want to
see what it’s like before joining, non-members are welcome at the speakers’ evenings for
just £4 on the door. For more information contact Jim Long on 01562 701168. You can
now renew your membership directly from your bank.
Society Members’ research participation – Do you have a local history project, or
would you like to hear about and contribute to those started by others? Do you have any
items to donate or lend? Contribute your own photographs to our digital archive and
photograph albums in the Signal Box, or record your own memories as part of our oral
history project.
Local archive – The Society is very pleased to be receiving increasing numbers of
donations from local residents for safekeeping. We are in the early stages of planning
setting up a physical archive in the Signal Box and the Committee would welcome offers
of help from anyone professionally experienced or otherwise. Are you a librarian, library
assistant or similar with any time to spare?
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CHURCHILL AND BLAKEDOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
https://candbhistorical.weebly.com

Happy Birthday this month NHS! – 5th July 1948
The National Health Service this month celebrates 72 years providing healthcare
to the British public – but what was before the NHS?
This article is adapted from an online Article by Amy Duncan for the Metro Newspaper
published on 5th July 2018. Edited by Jim Long of the Historical Society.
On 5 July 1948, the NHS was born as the government took responsibility for all medical
services, providing free diagnosis and treatments for everybody. Following the landslide
Labour victory in 1945 in the general election, Aneurin Bevan was appointed as the Minister
of Health and was responsible for setting up the NHS. And it was on 5 July that the
government officially took over the responsibility for healthcare.
Before the NHS was created, an unequal system of healthcare was given to patients. This
came in part from voluntary and municipal hospitals, which were run by local authorities
following the historic Poor Law legislation. Treatments were performed by nurses and
doctors who had spent time training with limited resources. In 1911, chancellor Lloyd George
created a system of National Health Insurance in 1911.
It meant those that offered contributions would receive money to assist them if they fell ill but
it was only open to those who donated to the system. The Poor Law also offered some
financial aid to the poorest of families, and the local government’s Public Health System was
another branch of aid for those ill. Locally in Blakedown, Churchill and Hagley we had the
Emily Lyttelton Fund a charity, originally set up to provide funding for midwifery in the parish,
beginning in 1886 and which still provides health related financial support to local residents
today.
But the new post-war government disliked this patchwork of options and believed a good
healthcare system should be available to all, regardless of wealth.
While people now are registered to a doctor, 72 years ago they did not have their own doctor.
Women frequently died during childbirth and the life expectancy for men was just 48. The
NHS has now been operating for 72 years and its establishment is universally attributed to
Bevan’s drive and determination.
LHS:
Aneurin Bevan
(1897-1960) in 1942
(Picture: Kurt
Hutton/Picture
Post/Getty Images)
RHS:
Emily Lyttelton
(1833-1877). Photo
courtesy Lord
Cobham
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Alphabetical Flowers
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POETRY

Did you know?

Physical distancing

Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) invented the
first known cat flap. While he was in his attic
trying to conduct light experiments, his cat
kept nudging the door open and letting the
light in, spoiling his experiments.

It's ok that you didn't clean the house today,
It's ok that you didn't run six miles,
It's ok that you don't know how to make
soufflé,
Or that you're not always full of smiles,
Don't worry that you haven't learnt to
crochet,
Don't worry if you feel a little blue,
It's ok to relax sometimes,
Just do the things that make you, you.
Take this time to re-evaluate,
The things you really need,
Enjoy the sun that's right outside,
Read that book you want to read,
Chat to a neighbour that you've never met,
Re-read your favourite bible verse,
Make sure that you're eating well,
And just remember, it could be worse.
Remember you are loved,
Remember to be safe,
Phone a friend, say a prayer,
Remember to have faith.
(Leah Plant)

Whilst Sir Isaac Newton is best known for
discovering the law of gravity as he sat under
an apple tree, he also has other discoveries
and inventions to his credit. The humble cat
flap originated out of one of his other
experiments when he was studying colour
and the order it came in a prism.
He went up to his attic where there was only
one window and, in order to control light, he
needed to black out the room. His cat loved
to be with him, and she constantly nosed the
door open, which would then let the light in –
thus spoiling his experiments.
Not wanting to upset her, he decided to cut a
small opening in the doorway which he then
covered with felt attached to the top of the
opening – and voila! The very first cat flap
had arrived!! Now cat and master were
happy – the cat could come and go at will,
and Isaac wasn’t disturbed by her comings
and goings, and could continue his
experiments in peace.
It is said that all geniuses sometimes have a
blind spot and when his cat had kittens, so
anxious was he to please them, that he cut
several smaller holes alongside the original
one so that they could come and go
whenever they wanted to. It didn’t occur to
him they could use the existing one!
Now for the scientific bit. The cat flap is like
a pendulum – it takes the same amount of
time to swing from one side to the other side.
Every time your cat comes in or out (and all
the neighbourhood cats), it demonstrates
Newton’s third law of motion – for every
reaction there is an equal and opposite
reaction. Bet you didn’t know that then!
https://3milliondogs.com/catbook/did-you-know-issac-newtoninvented-the-cat-flap/

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING WORK
AND RENDERING
30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Clean Reliable Work Guaranteed
Call Ian Prosser 07495045219
ianprosser1@gmail.com

01562 700775

07931636062

ADAM’S ROOFING SERVICES
Specialising in all aspects of roofing :
New Roofs, tiles or slates, Flat felt roofs
PVC fascia boards and guttering
Tel 07967315707 / 01562 700237
Free estimates ---- Reliable 1st class workmanship
Church Cutlery for Hire 10p per setting, 120 settings,
Each comprising a knife, fork, dessert spoon & teaspoon.
Quality modern wheelchair for hire from Blakedown Church
At a cost of £2 per day or £10 per week. Fits into family car.
Contact: Mary Macdiarmid on 01562 700776

A.S. PAINTER & DECORATOR
FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS
CONTACT ALLAN 07730477564
WRITTEN QUOTES ON REQUEST
CLEANLINESS ASSURED
ALLAN SILVERS 13 PRINCESS CRESCENT HALESOWEN
WEST MIDLANDS B63 3QE

Mark Lewis
Environmental
Services
Professional Tree Surgery;
Pruning, Thinning, Felling, Reduction, Stump Grinding and
Barnfield double glazing repairs 1/5 PAID Planting
Seasoned Logs for Sale

Ground Maintenance;
Hedges trimmed, lawns cut and edged, strimming, driveways
and patios (pressure washed), sites tidied
Woodchip supplied

NPTC qualified and fully insured
Telephone Mark: 07789 854473

Reddi Pest
Pest Control & Pest Prevention
Established 1995
Rats
Mice
Squirrels
Moles
Mink
Rabbits
Wasps

Fleas
Bed Bugs
Cluster Flies
Bees
Pigeons
Bird Proofing
Rodent Proofing
No Hidden Costs

Call: 01527 584213
Web: www.reddipest.co.uk
Email: reddipest@googlemail.com

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
MANDY FELL
(Formerly Blakedown Hair Design)
For further details and appointments,
Telephone 01562 633514

Independent family run business
covering all areas of the
Wyre Forest and West Midlands
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster DY11 6XT
Tel. 01562 822625
24 hour personal service

We can provide a range of products
that supports carers and individuals to
live well and be independent. Providing
enabling technologies with 24/7
assistance from our local monitoring
centre when needed most.
Supporting such conditions as:
Dementia
Epilepsy
Hearing impairment
Stroke
Parkinson's
Falls
Anxiety
and many others

Call us today and see how we
can assist you or a loved one.
For half price installation use
code BBNEWS*

0345 130 1469
A not for profit organisation
www.amica24.org
Worcestershire Telecare trading as amica24 ( A not for profit organisation)
*offer valid until 20th March 2020

Hagley Clock Clinic Ltd
Repairs, restoration & servicing of antique and
modern clocks and other mechanical devices.
Telephone: 01562 885080
Email: info@hagleyclockclinic.co.uk
www.hagleyclockclinic.co.uk

CRUMBS

COMPLETE TRAVEL

Tel: 01562 700907
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP
•
•
•
•
•

Convenience store, newspapers,
stationery, wines and spirits
An array of savouries, fresh cold
sandwiches and cakes
Hot drinks for takeaway
Breakfast and hot pork sandwiches
Your local post office under one roof
Opening times 6am to 6pm
Monday to Saturday
6.30am to 12pm on Sunday

Private Hire and Taxi Services
Air/Seaport Transfers, Home to School,
Medical Appointments, etc
• Friendly Reliable Service
• Disability Friendly
• All Occasions catered for
• Regular bookings welcome
Your local transport provider: Tel 0845
869 8454 or 07515 029087
Email: info@complete-travel.co.uk
Churchill, Kidderminster DY10 3LY

MARSHALL DÉCOR

Professional Tree Surgery
NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured

• Hedge Cutting

High class painting & decorating
Interior & Exterior
Commercial & Domestic

• 24-hour Emergency Call-out

For your quotation contact:

• Tree Felling

• Reducing & Re-shaping
• Pruning

For Advice or Free Estimates

Tel: 01527 882505
Mob: 07810 618042
Email: info@acer-trees.co.uk
Web: www.acer-trees.co.uk
1 Orchard Villas, Bournheath Road,
Fairfield, Bromsgrove B61 9HN

Tom Marshall
Tel:

0121 561 3995

Mobile: 07930 807 461

Need an Electrician?

Extra
sockets
* Home
Extensions/Conversion
Lightsfitted
fitted
*Extra
sockets
* Home
or Office extensions * *Lights
Rewires
*
Fuseboard
upgrades
*
Fault
Finding
/
RCD
tripping
* Portable Appliance Testing * Fault finding * Re-wires faults
Portable Appliance
Testing * EV
points **CCTV/alarms/data
cablingpoints
* Fuseboard
upgrades
Electric vehicle charging
Electrical Reports for Landlord/property
salefor
orLandlord
purchase* *Garden/Patio
Garden/PatioLighting
Lighting
* Electrical Reports

No Job too Small
Honest, local, friendly, reliable & tidy service
Domestic. Commercial & Industrial Electrical Installations
Call Ian for a free quote on 01562 883129 or 07886 483737

Adverts in this magazine start from £50 for 1/5 of a page.
Please contact the Editor if you wish to place an advert.

