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Foodbanks
In recent months, Worcester Foodbank has continued 
to safely serve the local community in the face 
of Coronavirus, providing much-needed food and 
household supplies, even during times where donations 
were low, volunteers were isolating and demand 
dramatically increased. 
Grahame Lucas, Manager of Worcester Foodbank, said: 
“It has been a time of constant reassessment and 
change. Those who pray and those who don’t have been 
praying. God’s abundant love has been shown through 
the amazing generosity of the community and we have 
often spoken of this as the Miracle on Lowesmoor.”
Social distancing procedures have seen guests served one at a time outside of 
the Foodbank, or receiving food parcels at home. This has left little opportunity 
for volunteers to offer a listening ear, or information about other support services. 
“We anticipate that demand for our support will remain high for some time,” 
Grahame continued. “Now we must pray for the wisdom and resources to ensure 
the Foodbank is prepared and able to help”.
For more information about donating, visit: www.worcester.foodbank.org.uk
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Please pray for all who have 
suffered through the Coronavirus 
crisis, the health and wellbeing 
of foodbank volunteers 
throughout the Diocese and  
the continuation of generosity 
shown in our communities. 

Malvern Deanery 
Rural Dean: Rod Corke 

Foreword from Bishop Martin
What a strange year this has been! As 2020 
began no one could have predicted that the 
Covid-19 Coronavirus would sweep across 
our world with such devastating effect. At 
a local, national and international level all 
our lives have been affected. We may have 
been very ill ourselves, or lost loved ones 
or neighbours. As a diocese we are facing 
unprecedented financial challenges, as 
are so many businesses large and small. 
Everyone, in different ways is facing new 

levels of uncertainty and insecurity with people in our poorer areas 
and amongst our Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities 
often the worst hit of all.
At times like this we need to pray. Jesus said, ‘How blessed are 
those who know their need of God, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.’ In praying for others and for ourselves we bring our 
emptiness to God for him to fill with his love and promise. We bring 
our despair to God for him to fill with his boundless stores of hope. 
We bring our grief to God that all may know the peace that comes 
from God alone. In lockdown I needed a routine of daily prayer 
at home to bring me through, and millions of people in England 
began to connect with God through private or family prayer and 
through worship online or by phone in their homes. How can that 
connection continue? As one small part of the answer this prayer 
diary gives some structure to our prayers at home, and joins us 
together as one family in this Diocese of Worcester. I commend it 
to your use.

At the moment we will continue to produce the prayer diary  
monthly in electronic format. In this diary we’re praying for  

the Deanery of Malvern. We try to pray for those with a licence  
from the Bishop by name, but please do remember all  

who minister and witness with them in each parish.

On Sundays we are offering a monthly prayer for you to pray for your baptism families and we also 
continue to pray for dioceses around the world through the Poorvoo prayer calendar (Sundays) and  
the Anglican Cycle of Prayer. These are all placed in a column, on the side edge of each page. 

Derry and Raphoe (Ireland):  
Bishop Andrew Foster  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Lithuania: Bishop Mindaugas Sabutis

Nova Scotia & Prince Edward 
Island (Canada):  
Bishop Ronald Wayne Cutler 
Bida (Nigeria): Bishop Jonah Kolo 
Karachi (Pakistan):  
Bishop Sadiq Danie

Nsukka (Nigeria):  
Bishop Aloysius Agbo 
Biharamulo (Tanzania):  
Bishop Yusuph Vithalis 
Karamoja (Uganda):  
Bishop Joseph Abura

Nyahururu (Kenya):  
Bishop Stephen Kabora 
Birmingham: Bishop David Urquhart 
w Bishop Anne Hollinghurst (Aston)

Blackburn:  
Bishop Julian Tudor Henderson 
Nzara (South Sudan):  
Bishop Richard Bbikoyesu Aquilla 
Bo (Sierra Leone): Bishop Solomon 
Leonard Scott-Manga 

Oeste-Brasil (Brazil):  
Bishop Naudal Alves Gomes 
Boga (Congo):  
Bishop Mugenyi William Bahemuka 
Port Elizabeth (Southern Africa): 
Bishop Edward Ronald Daniels

Offa (Nigeria):  
Bishop Solomon Olusola Akambi  
Bolivia (South America):  
Bishop Raphael Samuel  
Karimnagar (South India):  
Bishop Reuben Mark

Mon 27 University of Worcester 
Pray for all at the University of Worcester, the students and staff and for those who 
support them as chaplains.

Tue 28  Faith at Work
Workplace Chaplains have continued to support those at work during the COVID-19 
lockdown, and, where they can, are now returning to visiting in person. Pray for  
all chaplains, and for those they minister to; for safety, discernment and hope.  
For Dick Johnson (Development Officer); Alison Sandham (Communications Officer); 
Mary Austin (Chair of Trustees).

Wed 29   Economy and Daily Life
Pray for all who have lost their jobs as a result of the COVID-19 lockdown, and those 
currently still on furlough and uncertain about the future, that the way forward may 
be made clear and anxiety met with God’s peace.

Thur 30 Malvern Deanery
We give thanks for the strong ecumenical links in Malvern. We pray for a renewed 
sense of mission in the town through working together and building on a sense of 
unity nurtured through Lockdown. Rural Dean: Rod Corke

Fri 31 Great Malvern Priory
Pray that as we return following lockdown, we will seek the Lord’s guidance in 
progressing a major extension to update our inadequate facilities. This would mean 
that we can continue to be a beacon of God’s light in Malvern in the years to come. 
Clergy: Rod Corke, Readers: Chris Shepherd, David Webster.

Sat 1 AUGUST Holy Trinity Malvern 
Pray for the community of Holy Trinity Malvern, particularly during our vacancy. We 
give thanks to the clergy team, Readers and lay people who have led our Worship 
via conference calls whilst the building was closed. We pray for our churchwardens, 
deputy wardens and the PCC. Clergy: Vacant
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Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4.6-7

Please pray for the team responsible for 
preparing the Lambeth Conference, which 
was due to be taking place this week. 
Please pray for them as they consider the 
implications of its postponement in light 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.



Holland House
In an attempt to reach out to the community and to ease issues of loneliness 
and isolation during lockdown, the community at the diocesan retreat centre, 
Holland House, have offered a variety of online events over platforms like Zoom 
and YouTube. Friends, both old and new, have joined in worship and other events 
including weekly Comfort in Crisis prayers and reflections, quiet days, 50 second 
meditations and even Yoga for Christians. 
The Revd Ian Spencer, Warden of Holland House, said, “We can be present to each 
other even whilst apart because God cannot be isolated by any barrier, including 
walls and viruses.”

The team look to continue and 
expand their online mission moving 
forwards, increasing their accessibility 
and building on the support they 
have provided to so many during the 
pandemic. 
To join in weekly fellowship with the 
Holland House community, or to find 
out more about their ministry, email Ian 
Spencer, or visit their website. 

Sunday 2 AUGUSTTrinity 8

Karnataka Central (S. India):  
Bishop Prasana Kumar Samuel 

Karnataka North (S. India):  
Bishop Ravikumar J. Niranjan 

Karnataka South (South India): Bishop 
Mohan Manoraj

Ogbaru (Nigeria):  
Bishop Prosper Amah  

Bondo (Kenya): Bishop David Kodia 
Kasai - Mbujimayi (Congo): Vacant

Ogbia (Nigeria):  
Bishop James Oruwori  

Bor (South Sudan):  
Bishop Ruben Akurdid Ngong  

Umzimvubu (Southern Africa):  
Bishop Sitembele Mzamane

Ogbomoso (Nigeria): Vacant  
Botswana (Central Africa): Bishop 

Metlhayotlhe Rawlings Beleme  
Brandon (Canada): Bishop William Cliff 

Ogoni (Nigeria):  
Bishop Solomon Gberegbara  

Brasilia (Brazil): Bishop  
Maurício Jose Araujo De Andrade  

Brazzaville (Congo):  
Bishop Molanga Jean Botola

Ogori-Magongo (Nigeria):  
Bishop Festus Davies  

Katakwa (Kenya):  
Bishop John Okude Omuse 

Brechin (Scotland): Bishop Andrew Swift 

Malvern Deanery 
Rural Dean: Rod Corke 

Bristol: Bishop Vivienne Faull,  
with Bishop Lee Rayfield (Swindon) 

Helsinki (Finland):  
Bishop Teemu Laajasalo  

#PrayTogether with Mother Victoria
When our church buildings closed their doors in March, 
Mother Victoria Barlow (Assistant Curate at The Bridge Church, 
Headless Cross & St. George and St. Matthias, Astwood 
Bank), like so many others took to social media to share in 
worship and prayer with people far and wide. 
After tweeting to ask for prayer requests, soon an online 
community of all Christian denominations and none, was 
established, creating a comfortable, anonymous space for people to explore their 
faith at home and feel supported by the power of daily prayer. 
In addition to this, Victoria also began to offer daily Compline streamed online 
through Twitter and Facebook, using a variation of liturgy and songs. Since 
lockdown, this Compline community has prayed over 150 services together. 
Despite worshipping apart, a sense of fellowship has developed through their online 
interactions outside of the act of worship, which has even led to sharing in virtual 
coffee mornings!
Victoria said: “Praying, whether together or alone, is a special gift that draws 
us together as a community, reminds us where our sources of strength are and 
sustains us. In times of exile we need to dwell together in the truth that God is 
with us.”
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Ohaji / Egbema (Nigeria):  
Bishop Chidi Collins Oparaojiaku 
Brisbane (Australia):  
Bishop Phillip Aspinall

Ohio (USA):  
Bishop Mark Hollingsworth  
Bristol: Bishop Vivienne Faull  
Katanga (Congo):  
Bishop Bertin Subi

Oji River (Nigeria):  
Bishop Amos Amankechinelo Madu  
British Columbia (Canada):  
Bishop Logan McMenamie

Okene (Nigeria):  
Bishop Emmanuel Onsachi   
Buhiga (Burundi):  
Bishop Evariste Nijimbere   
Bujumbura (Burundi):  
Bishop Eraste Bigirimana

Oke-Ogun (Nigeria):  
Bishop Cornelius Adagbada  
Bukavu (Congo):  
Bishop Sylvestre Bahati

Oke-Osun (Nigeria):  
Bishop Abraham Akinlalu  
Bukedi (Uganda):  
Bishop Samuel Egesa  
Katsina (Nigeria):  
Bishop Jonathan Bamaiyi

Portsmouth:  
Bishop Christopher Foster 
Stockholm (Sweden):  
Bishop Andreas Holmberg 
Shyira (Rwanda):  
Bishop Laurent Mbanda

Pray for the new Province of Alexandria, 
created from the former Diocese of 

Egypt with North Africa and the Horn 
of Africa in the Episcopal Church of 

Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Lord, we thank you that you are 
with our baptism families in all 

circumstances. We pray that in joyous 
moments they will feel your love, and 
in difficult times know your strength, 

peace and hope.  Amen.

Malvern Deanery 
Rural Dean: Rod Corke 

Mon 3 St James, West Malvern 
Pray for the community of St James, Malvern, particularly during the current 
vacancy. Pray also for opportunities to engage further with the village in mission 
and remember all those in the community who have recently died. Clergy: Vacant

Tue 4 Malvern Community Hospital 
Pray for all in-patients and the medical teams that support them. For out-patient 
services always on-hand to serve the community. Remember also those who work 
in the background: medical secretaries, admin support and the facilities team. 
Prayerful thanks to all volunteers and the chaplaincy / pastoral support team.

Wed 5 Diocese of Peru
Peru has been particularly badly hit by the Coronavirus crisis, especially in jungle 
and mountain areas with few or no medical facilities. Many people have faced a 
choice between protecting their health and going out to earn enough to eat. Pray 
for all those who have been affected and for leaders as they try to find a way ahead.

Thur 6 Churches Together in Malvern 
Pray for all the Christian churches in the Malvern area as we work together with the 
local community - in schools’ projects, with Malvern Hills Foodbank, in addressing 
issues of personal debt and access to financial services, and in extending a 
welcome to refugees.

Fri 7 St Andrew, Malvern
Pray for our youth mentoring program and for our children’s work and outreach 
that our young people and their families will continue to connect and grow in these 
uncertain times. Clergy: Dave Bruce, Peter Myres, Readers: Derham Cook, Judith 
Keene, Heather Williamson. 

Sat 8  All Saints, Malvern Wells & Wyche 
Pray for strong links with the new Headteacher of the Wyche CE school from September 
and for wisdom to know how best to be church and connect with our communities at 
this time.  Clergy: Dave Bruce, Peter Myres, Readers: Jacqui Green, Peter Buchanan

Mon 10 Christ Church, Malvern 
We are a small bible-based and Eucharistic-centred congregation with a great welcome 
and outreach in Malvern. Pray for our work in our schools, our fantastic concerts, our 
weekly book fairs and coffee mornings and our charity work. Clergy: Vacant

Tue 11 St Mary’s, Pickersleigh 
Our community has the highest population density, and the largest proportion of 
social housing in Worcestershire. Pray for the people of Pickersleigh as they cope 
with the stresses of lockdown. Give thanks for our ALMs. Clergy: Lynne Sparkes, 
Reader: Andy Noble

Wed 12 Diocese of Morogoro
Pray for all those in the Diocese of Morogoro who are fearful that they might develop 
Covid-19 and for all members of the medical profession who are offering medical 
care, advice and assistance of any kind to those in need. Additionally, we remember 
Bishop Godfrey as he cares for the Diocese and all those who are parish priests. We 
ask for God’s blessing on them as they care for the members of their congregations.

Thur 13 Malvern Link w Cowleigh 
Pray for the various teams supporting ministry in the parish. Pray in particular for the 
development of our Dementia Meeting Centre at St Matthias and our Contemplation 
Centre at The Ascension.  Clergy: Phillip Johnson, Readers: Joan Copeland, Mike 
Hancox, Eileen Tomlin

Fri 14 St Giles, Little Malvern Priory
Pray for Little Malvern Priory as it experiences the change from the ministry of Eric 
Knowles after 30 years and prepares to welcome his replacement, Stephen Sealy.

Sat 15 St Peter, Powick w St James, Callow End 
As the communities rallied in the crises to help one another, we hope and 
pray that they will also remember their churches as lockdown eases. We pray 
for the health and wellbeing of our congregations and for our ALMs. Clergy: Gary 
Crellin; Readers: Rosemary Davis and Julia Davis
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Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray
That you, with steadfast love, 
would keep
Your watch around us while  
we sleep.         (Neale, 1852)

“Now therefore fear ye not: I will 
nourish you, and your little ones. 

And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them” (Gen 50:21)



Spirituality network: Where is God in all of this?
In this new reality of isolation and dislocation, we may well find 
that we reflect more on our journey of faith. Spiritual Direction 
does not claim to offer answers, but it does seek to enable people 
of faith to explore the work of God in the whole of their life with 
a trained and registered Spiritual Director. Seeking the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, Spiritual Directors stand alongside a person in 
their journey of faith, to listen prayerfully and confidentially to the 
song of the heart.
As we navigate post-lockdown life and limit our time spent face-to-face, Spiritual 
Directors remain to be available by to meet virtually and by telephone. 
If you feel that you would find this ministry helpful please contact the Bishop’s 
Advisor for Spirituality, Mrs Sue Perry (sueperry51@icloud.com), who will help 
you with the process of finding an appropriate person as your Spiritual Director 
(sometimes known as companion or soul friend). To find out more, visit the 
diocesan website. 

Sunday 16 AUGUST

Mon 17 Guarlford & Madresfield w Newland 
As the churches contemplate lockdown easing, we hope that our small congregation 
remains safe and well in these troubled times. We pray for our school and its new 
leadership and for our ALMs. Clergy: Gary Crellin; Readers: Rosemary Davis and 
Julia Davis.

Tue 18 Retired clergy in Malvern Deanery 
Retired Clergy in Malvern compose a considerable number who, until recently, 
have been able to assist in local parishes and offer to each other considerable 
mutual support. We pray for them as they experience considerable “loss of touch” 
in their life and ministry – may God nurture them as they have nurtured many.

Wed 19 The Protestant Church of Central Germany
Please pray for our fresh expressions of church. In 54 so-called ‘testing rooms’ 
people initiate prayer, discover the gospel and care for the needy. May God grant 
his Holy Spirit to strengthen their work and keep up their faith.

Thur 20 Cathedral 
Pray for the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral: Peter Atkinson, Anne Penn, David 
Bryer, Georgina Byrne, Henry Briggs, Michael Brierley, Stephen Edwards, and all 
clergy and readers who assist in the liturgical and pastoral ministry of the Cathedral 
and serve as day chaplains. For the members of the Cathedral Council, College of 
Canons, and the Chapter’s professional advisers.

Fri 21  Cathedral
Pray for the Cathedral Staff: Val Floy, Chief Operating Officer; for office staff, vergers, 
musicians, librarian and archivist, archaeologist, surveyor and architect, education 
team, stonemasons, and service team. For the Friends of the Cathedral, for all who 
serve as volunteers, and all members of the Cathedral’s regular congregations.

Sat 22 All who work in the Diocesan Office 
Please pray for all those who work in the Diocesan Office as they find new ways in 
which to support our parishes and live out our Kingdom People mission remotely.

 

Trinity 10

Okigwe (Nigeria):  
Bishop Edward Osuegbu  
Okigwe North (Nigeria):  

Bishop Godson Udochukwu Ukanwa  
Okigwe South (Nigeria):  

Bishop David Onuoha  
Kebbi (Nigeria):  

Bishop Edmund Akanya

Okinawa (Japan):  
Bishop David Eisho Uehara  

Bukuru (Nigeria):  
Bishop Jwan Zhumbes

Oklahoma (USA):  
Bishop Edward Konieczny  

Bunbury (Australia):  
Bishop Ian Coutts

Okrika (Nigeria):  
Bishop Tubokosemie Atere  

Bungoma (Kenya):  
Bishop George Mechumo

Oleh (Nigeria):  
Bishop John Usiwoma Aruakpor 

Bunyoro-Kitara (Uganda):  
Bishop Samuel Kahuma

Kentucky (USA):  
Bishop Terry White  

Kericho (Kenya):  
Bishop Ernest Kiprotich Ng’eno  

Khartoum (Sudan):  
Bishop Ezekiel Kumir Kondo

Malvern Deanery 
Rural Dean: Rod Corke 

Please pray for those who are 
involved in offering the ministry 

of spiritual direction. 

Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh: (Ireland): 
Bishop Ferran Glenfield  

Moray, Ross & Caithness (Scotland): 
Bishop Mark Strange  

Aarhus (Denmark):  
Bishop Henrik Wigh-PoulsenBishop
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Bromsgrove Youth Project
In 2018 the Anglican churches of Bromsgrove 
launched the Bromsgrove Youth Project.
The initial objective was to research the 
issues and concerns that dominate the lives 
of the most disadvantaged young people in 
the town. Since then the project has funded 
and managed the provision of detached youth 
workers to support young people on the streets of Bromsgrove.
Clearly identifiable as Church of England youth workers, the project’s ethos is rooted 
in an approach that is focused on non-judgemental listening and acceptance. The 
gospel is shared when raised by the young people themselves.
Ray Khan, Vicar of St John’s Church in Bromsgrove, said: “When the project started, 
it was a simple idea – to listen to the voices and experiences of young people who 
have been disengaged from the formal support structures and agencies that exist 
in Bromsgrove. We wanted to record their voices in reports and a video. Too many 
times we assume what young people want, but that’s not how God works. We 
wanted people to understand what it feels like to be a disengaged young person in 
our town. There was no other plan than to listen and tell their stories.”
You can see more about the project in a video on the diocesan website.
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Kibondo (Tanzania):  
Bishop Sospeter Ndenza 
Kigali (Rwanda):  
Bishop Nathan Amooti Rusengo 
Kigeme (Rwanda):  
Bishop Assiel Musabyiman

Olo (South Sudan):  
Bishop Tandema Obede 
Busan (Korea):  
Bishop Onesimus Dongsin Park 
Kigezi (Uganda):  
Bishop George Bagamuhunda

Olympia (USA):  
Bishop Gregory Rickel 
Busoga (Uganda): Bishop Paul  
Moses Samson Naimanhye

Omu-Aran (Nigeria):  
Bishop Philip Adeyemo 
Butare (Rwanda):  
Bishop Nathan Gasatura 
Butere (Kenya):  
Bishop Timothy Wambunya

On the Lake (Nigeria):  
Bishop Chijioke Oti 
Buye (Burundi):  
Bishop Sixbert Macumi

On the Niger (Nigeria):  
Bishop Owen Chidozie Nwokolo 
Byumba (Rwanda):  
Bishop Emmanuel Ngendahayo 
Kilmore, Elphin & Ardagh (Ireland): 
Bishop Ferran Glenfield

Espoo (Finland):  
Bishop Kaisamari Hintikka 
Edinburgh (Scotland):  
Bishop John Armes 
Province of South East Asia: 
Archbishop Melter Tais

Malvern Deanery 
Rural Dean: Rod Corke 

Mon 24 Bishops and office
Please pray for our Bishops; John and Martin, for strength and wisdom as they serve 
the people of this diocese. Pray for those who support them in their ministry: Catrine 
Ball, Leonie Andrews, Helen Shakespeare and Bishop’s Chaplain, Stuart Currie.

Tue 25 All who work in further and higher education 
Pray for all those who are studying or working in our further education colleges and 
universities, particularly those starting this Autumn. Pray for all those who act as 
chaplains to colleges and universities.

Wed 26 HMP Hewell Grange
Pray for the Governor, Deputy Governor, Senior Management Team and all staff, for 
their safety and well-being. Pray for the men who live and work here, for their anxiety, 
depression and fear and that through the compassion and care of those around 
them, that they may feel valued and cared for.

Thur 27 Families in poverty 
Please pray for all those families who are struggling to make ends meet; particularly 
during summer holidays for those children who would receive a free hot meal at 
school and whose families can’t afford to do some activities other children may 
experience over summer.

Fri 28 All who work in schools
Pray for all teachers, teaching assistants and all the support staff in schools as they 
return for a new school year next week. Pray that they have been refreshed by the 
school holiday.

Sat 29 New school term 
Pray for all those children returning to school shortly and for those starting in nursery 
and reception. Pray also for their parents and guardians as they ensure everything is 
ready for the new school year.
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Please pray for young people in 
Bromsgrove, particularly those 
who feel disengaged and without 
support. Pray also for the work 
of the Bromsgrove Youth Project 
and all those involved in it.



Design: IndigoMoonDesign

If you have a story to feature on a Sunday in a future diary, please do  
get in touch! Large print copies of the diary are always available – email Sam 

Setchell, Communications Officer on ssetchell@cofe-worcester.org.uk,  
or contact the Diocesan Office reception on 01905 20537  

if you or someone you know would like one.


