
 

 

ADDRESS FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 2020   

The account of the Ascension written in Acts, by the same author as the 

account in Luke’s own Gospel, has a very different feel. In the account in Luke, 

the disciples have much more positive feelings after the Ascension. In the Acts 

reading, it is all far more ambiguous. Have you noticed in this pandemic how 

your emotional temperature varies, how moods change? This perhaps gives us 

an insight how the same person can write two differing accounts of the same 

event. Reflection, prayer, both or either may account for the differences in 

“feel”.  It certainly accounts for a different address from me on the same 

event….  

I suggest that you have to feel for the Disciples…. In these difficult times, 

perhaps our sympathies have been enlargened?  Perhaps we have had the 

space to get inside the scriptures, imagine how they felt… whether or not, you 

would have to agree that, what a time of it the disciples had had. …. and we 

might imagine that their emotions had swung violently.  

First, the anguish of Jesus suffering on the cross. They might not have 

witnessed it: for the most part they were too fearful. But they knew all about 

how horrific crucifixion was. They could have felt guilty about hiding away, 

shocked and disappointed, grief stricken, bereft. These are all emotions those 

currently battling with death of their loved ones means. But added to that, for 

them was that certainly that Jesus’ mission had failed, all their hopes were 

dashed. Then the beginnings rumours of the resurrection, that Jesus was alive. 

And with that was hope, yes, but terror and perplexity too.  

And then things settled down into normality. Jesus was back with them. He 

was talking and eating with them. And it was a much better normality because 

he was just with them, making them feel special, at the very centre of God’s 

world. 

 

 



 

In fact it’s very hard to work out just how long the period between the 

resurrection and the Ascension was. All we have are the Gospel accounts, such 

as they are and the writings of Paul. In our Church calendar it was 40 days. 

Mathew’s Gospel suggests just a few weeks, but Paul seems to extend it to his 

experience of Jesus on the road to Damascus. John’s Gospel has the most 

numerous and vivid of the post resurrection experiences.  But, to quote Jane 

Williams, “for sheer poignancy, the first few verses of Acts are hard to beat”. In 

verse 6, quite clearly the disciples are imagining this new normal is going to be 

like it was in the old days, only better! Oh the contemporary parallels! How we 

long for things to get back to normal, just like the old days, only better. 

Well….let’s see?  

For the disciples Jesus now seems only to be focussed on them; there are no  

healings, none of the mass teaching (well Paul does say Jesus appeared to over 

500on one occasion), but not at least to outsiders. That’s the point. Jesus is 

focused on them. He listens to them, is less puzzling in what he says. We might 

imagine all their doubts about Jesus’ mission are gone, they are back on track, 

they are the specials. 

And suddenly they hear he isn’t going to stay. What’s more, he expects them 

to carry on without him! So they trudge back to Jerusalem, to the Upper Room 

again. The Acts text is devoid of emotion. But the very flatness of the 

description suggests how they felt. Probably blank, not feeling anything in 

particular, hollowed out. The experience will be familiar to many. So they do 

what everyone does, they get on with things, in their case waiting for the 

promised Holy Spirit, whatever that is, because they don’t know what we do!  

In verse 7 Jesus has categorically refused to tell them very much beyond that 

they are to be his witnesses, to the end of the world, a very daunting task 

indeed. How are they to begin? They don’t know. They are just waiting. In a 

very real sense, we too are just waiting.  

 

 

 



 

 

But they do know they have to stick together, that’s one thing they have 

learned.  And the other is that they have to keep praying. They may have 

abandoned him for the most part on Good Friday but the fact that they have 

experienced a very much alive Jesus after that horrific death opens things up, 

as they pray and reflect. If the crucifixion wasn’t the end of everything they 

understood about God, then, God’s purposes must be altogether wider, 

deeper, stranger than anything they can get their heads around. Their only 

hope is to stick together, pray, pray…and that way they may not get it so 

wrong in the future.  

Being together, and prayer become the defining characteristics of the early 

Church, not in buildings such as our churches, but in homes, the upper room, 

occasionally going to the temple. In these times when our churches are closed 

for public worship, we know that the Church is not closed. I trust you are all 

praying and reading your Bibles, or using one of the many and burgeoning 

array of on line materials. We may not be able to meet, be together physically 

as the disciples were, but we can be together in Spirit, praying for each other.  

The Gospel reading is Jesus prayer for the disciples. He anticipates the Disciples 

feeling alone after he has gone. So he asks for protection for them. Not 

protection though from fear or persecutions. Our reading from Peter‘s first 

letter makes that plain. We might at this time feel we want protection from all 

manner of things……the list at this time could be quite extensive. Jesus asks 

protection for those who follow him, the disciples and us, and all the people in 

our villages and the world for a purpose.  

And that purpose is “that they may be one”, and in that unity show the loving 

unity of God for everyone.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

That is the besetting sin of the Church that divided as we formally are, we 

demonstrate ego and selfishness, wanting to be right and dogmatism, 

disobedience and absolutism, the list could go on….. I do so hope that is not 

how our villages see the Church. I trust this difficult time, when so many are 

sampling different forms of worship, different styles, different denominations 

even, the Church is more unified in our isolation that previously.   

When our normality returns, it too will be different. We cannot go back to the 

pre corona virus time. Too much water has gone under the proverbial bridge. 

Meanwhile, we need to be together in Spirit and pray, as the disciples did.  In 

this 10 day period between Ascension and Pentecost Archbishop Justin Welby 

is encouraging everyone everyday at noon to pray the Lord’s Prayer and to 

continue for the remaining 4.40 minutes in prayer. He wants us to pray for the 

Church and for those we love to come to know Jesus. 

Let’s do it! Let’s have a virtual togetherness in prayer at noon each day for just 

five minutes minimum, Thy Kingdom Come.  

Amen .  

  

 

 

 


